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Introduction to Sir Francis Bacon 
 
 

“A man that hath no virtue in himself ever envieth virtue in others”. 

(Bacon) 
 

 

Sir Francis Bacon is widely considered the most influential and versatile English writer of the 17th 

century. He addressed a broad range of topics in his works including ethics, philosophy, science, 

law and history. He also enjoyed a long political career. Bacon’s fame as a writer depends most of 

all on the fact that he is the father of modern English prose. He developed a prose style that proved 

for the first time that English could also be used to express the subtleties (delicacies) of thought, in 

clear and plain sentences. To Bacon goes the credit of establishing the important fact that English 

was capable enough to become an effective source for the communication of lofty ideas. Bacon 

deserves appreciation for criticizing the current prose style. Bacon introduced pithy style, which 

could pack maximum meaning in minimum space. 

 

Sir Francis Bacon was one of the major political figures of his time. The following words of Bacon 

himself amply sum up his contribution to the world of letters: 
 

"A bell ringer who is up first to call others to hurch”. 
 

Bacon’s Essays show the evolution of a prose style that combines dignity and rhythm with simplicity 

of expression. Bacon’s writing is the refinement of many manners of prose writing up to 1602. Bacon 

is the first scientific philosopher to write English in a clean and terse (short, brief, concise) style. But 

despite the brevity of his utterance, Bacon was Elizabethan in his power of imaginative 

suggestiveness. In their final form the essays are illumined with beautiful and moving imagery. 

Bacon’s prose seems at times to lack appropriateness. He uses the same idiom and the same rhythm 

in his essays on ‘Death’ or ‘Truth’ and in his essays on trivial themes such as ‘Travel’, and ‘Masques 

and Triumphs’.  

 

Sir Francis Bacon (22 January 1561 – 9 April 1626) was one of the major political figures of his 

time. He served in the court of Elizabeth I and ultimately became Lord Chancellor under James I in 

1617. As a scholar, wit, lawyer and statesman, he wrote widely on politics, philosophy and science. 

He declared early in his career that 'I have taken all knowledge to be my province'. Bacon used in his 

writing the force of eloquence (expression, fluency, persuasiveness) and persuasion (point of view, urging) 

which could lead the mind to the pure light of reason, and his own rhetorical genius is nowhere better 

expressed than in his vivid essays. 
 

Development of English *Prose:  
 

(*Prose: Prose is a form of language which applies ordinary grammatical structure and 

natural flow of speech rather than rhythmic structure (as in traditional poetry). Novels, 

*essays, short stories, and works of criticism are examples of prose. Prose is an ordinary 

writing as distinguished from verse. All which is not prose is verse; and all which is not 

verse is prose. 
 

*Essay: An essay consists of a discussion of a topic from an author's personal point of 

view. "Essay" in English is derived from the French word ‘essayer’ that means "to 

attempt". Essay is an informal piece of writing on any topic of life.) 
 

Old English prose begins with Alfred (Alfred the Great, 848- 899, became king in 871). The English prose 

of Alfred’s days differs radically (very, totally) in its linguistic structure from the English of the 14th 

century. It has, therefore, little direct influence upon the development of the new literary prose. Alfred 

and his contemporaries had fashioned a prose which was wonderfully flexible. According to the 
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nature of the subject treated it was either conversational and intimate in tone and periodic in 

expression. The prose of the 14th century consists mostly of translation from Latin and French 

devotional writings and homilies (religious lecture, moralizing speech). They aim more at the teaching 

of the common people than at style. The writers had no conception of the function of the sentence. 
  
Prose in Elizabethan Period: 

The Elizabethans had a genius for poetry and drama but their prose is often intolerable. They enriched 

the language by adding to its vocabulary many new words and phrases. But some of their prose is 

heavy, pompous and undisciplined. This pomp and their indiscipline are one product of a quest of 

persuasiveness. Latin construction sometimes plays havoc with the sentences. Lyly tried to give to 

English prose a definite and obvious brilliance by his peculiar method of writing. He sought to satisfy 

the Englishman’s desire “to hear a finer speech than the language will allow.” But in this quest of 

persuasiveness he often sacrificed the virtue of appropriateness. 

Bacon’s Essays, much of the prose in Shakespeare and the Authorised Version of the Bible show the 

evolution of a prose style that combines dignity and rhythm with simplicity of expression. Bacon’s 

writing is the refinement of many manners of prose writing up to 1602. Bacon is the first scientific 

philosopher to write English in a clean and terse (short, brief, concise) style. But despite the brevity of 

his utterance, Bacon was Elizabethan in his power of imaginative suggestiveness. In their final form 

the essays are illumined with beautiful and moving imagery. Bacon’s prose seems at times to lack 

appropriateness. He uses the same idiom and the same rhythm in his essays on ‘Death’ or ‘Truth’ and 

in his essays on trivial themes such as ‘Travel’, and ‘Masques and Triumphs’.  
 

Life and Works of Francis Bacon: 

Sir Francis Bacon was the fifth son of Sir Nicholas Bacon. He had many important family connections 

amongst the upper class of Elizabethan society. He was educated at Trinity College, Cambridge, with 

his brother Anthony. Then he studied at Gray’s Inn in London. From 1576 to 1579, he travelled to 

Paris with the English ambassador. At his father’s death in 1579, Bacon was penniless and he decided 

to follow a legal career. He became an MP in 1580, 1584, 1586 and 1589. He became successively 

Solicitor-General and Lord Chancellor. Bacon was deposed (forced to leave an office) in 1621 for taking 

bribes. He died in 1626. His philosophical reputation rests mainly on the Novum Organum (the “New 

Instrument” for investigating truth), a book written (1620) in Latin. His literary reputation went on 

increasing on his English writings on philosophical, literary, scientific and professional topics. His 

essays appeared in 1597, and in later enlarged editions in 1612 and 1625. The Advancement of 

Learning was published in 1605. Bacon wrote many books and he is best known for his essays. 
 

Francis Bacon as a Historian: 

Bacon is not much known to his readers as a writer of historical works. They generally associate his 

name with the famous Essays and some of his philosophical works. But he also wrote a remarkable 

book of History entitled, “History of the Reign of Henry VII. (1622)” It is the only complete historical 

work that we received from him. 
 

Bacon: A Scientific Thinker: 

As a scientific thinker we are not to look to him for any particular discoveries. In fact he did not know 

very well the many problems connected with scientific enquiry in his own time. In some cases he 

rejected truth, and followed old fashioned and wrong beliefs. But his influence as a scientific thinker 

cannot be denied and at the same time underrated. The influence exercised by him was naturally of a 

kind which we should expect from a thinker who had taken the whole field of knowledge as his 

province. F.G. Selby points out: “He gave to science a human interest. He gave it high hopes and a 

definite aim.” Very often the critics of Bacon try to belittle his importance by saying that he made no 

scientific discovery and his method of inquiry could never become the method of great scientists later 

on. This argument does not hold much water. The scientific discovery in itself is not as important as 

the faith that Science is an important field of human activity which could open up the secrets of 

Nature. Bush, the critic is very correct when he says “Bacon is not historically negligible a scientific 

thinker. His scientific deficiency does not essentially weaken the force of his message for his time”. 

Thus Bacon made no scientific discovery as Newton and Harvey made. But he laid the solid 
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foundation of science because he was the first man to point out the importance of experiment in the 

study of knowledge.  
 

Francis Bacon a Political and Moral Thinker 

Bacon’s most important moral work is the Essays on counsels - civil and moral. These were published 

in the three editions during Bacon’s life time. The first edition appears in 1597 containing ten essays. 

The third edition appears in 1625 in which the number of essays went up to 58. The moral tone of 

these essays is at times questionable. Quite often Bacon appears to be an opportunist. There are places 

where there is shallow worldliness which is highly disturbing and does no credit to this great man. 

For example even “such a noble and powerful sentiment as love appears to him to be a child of folly”. 

Sometimes, even some of his conclusions are ordinary and common place. They do not show a very 

sharp mind behind them. But these essays are extremely widely read because of their worldly practical 

wisdom. He is not preaching things of the spirit and the soul; his only concern is to show to men how 

to succeed in this life and world.  
 

“A mixture of a lie doth ever add pleasure.” (Of Truth) 
 

Francis Bacon as a Philosophical Thinker: 

Bacon will remain a great name and force, to the students of literature, because of his Essays. But the 

legal, historical and even the moral works do not sum up his most valuable achievement in 

scholarship. His greatest contribution to the Advancement of Learning was made possible by his 

philosophical works. As a philosophical thinker he was inspired by two purposes. First, he wanted to 

increase the bounds (limits) of human knowledge. Second, he wanted to make man powerful over 

Nature. In order to do that he had to survey the whole field of human knowledge and fight against 

many malpractices (negligence, misuse, misconduct) which had come into existence in the study of 

Science and Nature. In order to achieve his objects he formulated a grand scheme of philosophical 

studies. Bacon’s contribution in this respect remains unique and outstanding. 
 

"The desire of knowledge in excess caused men to fall, but in 

charity there is no excess, and neither can angles nor men 

come in danger by it". (Bacon) 
 

 

"Suspicions among men are bats amongst birds”. (Bacon) 
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Important Lines By Bacon 
 

 

Studies serve delight, for ornament and for ability. (Of Studies) 

 

Crafty men condemn studies, simple men admire them and wise men 
use them. (Of Studies) 

 

Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed and some few 
to be chewed and digested. (Of Studies) 

 

Reading makes a full man, conference a ready man and writing an 
exact man. (Of Studies) 

 

The rising onto place is laborious; and by pains men come to greater 
pains. (Of Great Place) 

 

Men in great places are thrice servants, servants of the sovereign of 
state; servants of fame; and servants of business. (Of Great Place) 

 

It is a strange desire to seek power and lose liberty; to seek power 
over others and to lose liberty on man’s self. (Of Great Place) 

 

Uneasy lies the head that wears the crown. (Of Great Place) 

 

A mixture of a lie doth ever add pleasure. (Of Truth) 

 

Revenge is a wild kind of justice; one who studieth revenge, keeps 
his own wound green. (Of Revenge) 

 

A man that hath no virtue in himself ever envieth virtue in others. 

(Of Envy) 
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A brief introduction to Bacon’s essays 
 

Essay: An essay consists of a discussion of a topic from an author's 

personal point of view. "Essay" in English is derived from the French 

word ‘essayer’ that means "to attempt". Essay is an informal piece of 

writing on any topic of life. 

 

1.      Of Great Place: 

      --- The rising onto place is laborious and by pains men come to greater pains; and it is sometimes 

base and by indignities men come to dignities. 

      --- Death falls heavy upon him who dies too well known to others, but unknown to himself. 

      --- It is a strange desire to seek power and lose liberty; or to seek power over others and to lose 

power over a man’s self. 

      --- Men in great place are thrice servants:  servants of the sovereign or state; servants of fame and 

servants of business. 

 

Summary: Men are servants of the state, their desires for fame and time restriction. Man should follow 

the good examples set in the past. There are faults of men in great place such as delays, corruption 

etc. We should refuse bribes. One may while rising to a position use crooked methods and join sides 

but after reaching a position, one should become neutral. 

 

2.      Of Friendship: 

      --- Whoever is delighted in solitude is either a wild beast or a god. 

      --- For a crowd is not company; and faces are but a gallery of pictures. 

      --- A great city is a great solitude. 

 

Summary: Aristotle’s remarks that who so likes solitude is either is a beast or an angle is according 

to Bacon half true. Friendship helps disburden heart. If frustration is kept in heart, it causes depression 

and tension for man. Friendship brings better understanding. A man with a friend has two lives. He 

can do many things for him and when he dies, he can fulfill his desires etc. A friend can advise and 

even praise and flatter us. Friendship increases joys and lessens the intensity of grief. Man may feel 

lonely in a crowd in the absence of love. 

 

3.      Of Studies: 

      --- Studies serve delight, for ornament and for ability. 

      --- To spend too much time in studies is sloth, to use it too much for ornament is affectation. 

      --- Crafty men contemn studies, simple men admire them and wise men use them. 

      --- Some   books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed and some few to be chewed and digested. 

      --- Reading makes a full man, conference a ready man and writing an exact man. 

      --- Distilled books are like common distilled water flashy things. 

   

Summary: Studies are a source of delight in one’s leisure and solitude. Studies help people develop 

abilities. It is a sign of laziness to spend too much time on studies. We should study important books 

and find mere summary of unimportant ones. Books are good companions. Deferent genres and 

subjects enlighten our mind differently. 

4.      Of Parents and Children: 

      --- The joys of parents are secret; and so are their griefs and fears. 

      --- Children increase the cares of life; but they mitigate the remembrance of death. 

      --- Children sweeten labor, but they make misfortune more bitter. 

 

Summary: Children get benefit because of their parents. Parents usually have unequal favoritism 

towards their children. They should give enough pocket money. They should choose a suitable 

profession for their child. 
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5.      Of Ambition: 

      --- Ambition is like Choler which is a humour that makes men active and earnest. 

 

Summary: Ambition makes man active but if it is checked it can also be dangerous. Ambitious people 

are highly required fro the war. If ambition is allowed without control, it can be harmful for the king 

and the government. Ambitious people can also be used by the king as instruments. 

 

6.      Of Truth: 

      --- What is Truth? Said jesting Pilate and   would not stay for an answer. 

      --- But I cannot tell: this same truth is a naked and open day-light that doth not show the masks 

and mummeries and triumphs of the world, half so stately and daintily as candle- lights. 

      --- A mixture of a lie doth ever add pleasure. 

      --- A lie faces God; but shrinks from man. 

      --- But it is not the lie that passes through the mind, but the lie that sinketh in and settleth in it that 

doth the hurt. 

 

Summary: Pilate the Roman emperor was very casual about the truth at Christ’s trial and did not 

bother to find it out. Certain people have great delight in changing their opinions. Human mind is 

basically attracted to lies, so it dislikes truth. The value of truth is realized only by those who have 

experienced and understood it. Truth is important in not only in philosophical and theological fields, 

but also in day to day life. Montaign has rightly said that a man who tells lies is afraid of his fellow 

men but is unafraid of defying God who is all perceiving. 

 

7.      Of Revenge: 

      --- Revenge is a kind of wild justice. 

      --- It is the glory of man to pass by an offense.  That which is past is gone and irrevocable:  wise 

men have enough to do with things present and to come: therefore they do but trifle with themselves, 

that labor in past matters. 

      --- A man that studies revenge keeps his own wounds green, which otherwise would heal. 

 

Summary: Revenge is uncivilized and can only be found among the brutes. Forgiving an enemy is 

supreme moral superiority. Man should be forwarding looking and forget the past to brood over the 

present and the future. Man does wrong to others out of his selfish love for himself. In taking revenge, 

it is generous to reveal his identity to the victim, because the pleasure of revenge lies not so much in 

causing pain than in making the enemy realize and repent of his mistake. 

 

8.      Of Simulation and Dissimulation: 

      --- Tell a lie and find a troth. 

      

Summary: The practice of dissimulation is followed by the weak man, for the strong minds and hearts 

have the power to tell the truth. The man of secret nature never gives a hint of what is in his heart. 

The advantage of simulation and dissimulation is that they keep the opposition guessing and 

unprepared and so to be easily surprised at the proper moment. They also help us discover the 

intentions of the other. The disadvantage is that they indicate a weakness of the disposition and one 

who uses these methods is considered unreliable. 

 

9.      Of Death: 

      --- Revenge triumphs over death. 

      --- It is as natural to die as to be born; and to a little infant perhaps, the one is as painful as  the 

other. He that dies in an earnest pursuit is like one that is wounded in hot blood. 
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Summary: Death is a natural phenomenon. Violent passions enable a man to overcome death. 

Revenge, love, honor, grief and fear make him bold enough to meet death. A noble cause makes a 

man insensible to pain and torture. 

 

10.  Of Adversity: 

      --- It is true greatness to have in one the frailty of man and the security of a God.  

      

Summary: One may wish prosperity and all the good things it brings with it; but one should admire 

adversity and all the good things that belong to it. It is true greatness to be weak and yet to be careless 

and indifferent like a God. The pleasure of the heart is better than the pleasure of the eye. Prosperity 

can discover vice; adversity discovers virtue. 

 

11.  Of Nobility: 

      --- Nobility attempts sovereignty. 

Summary: In a democracy, there is no need of nobility and people are commonly quieter and do not 

like rebellion, when there is no nobility. Numerous nobility causes poverty and inconvenience in a 

state.  

 

12.  Of Superstition: 

      --- It were better to have no opinion of God at all than such an opinion as is unworthy of him. 

      --- The master of superstition is the people and   in all superstition wise men follow the fools. 

 

Summary: Superstition or a false notion of God is highly insulting and irreligious. Atheism is better 

than superstition because an atheist uses his sense and reason, has respect for natural piety and laws 

and cares for reputation. Atheism doesn’t cause disturbances in the states, but superstition disregards 

our moral values and desires men to follow its dictates blindly. The causes of superstition are certain 

festivals and rituals which appear charming and to the senses. 
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01 – Worldly Wisdom in Bacon’s Essays/Pragmatism 

 

Q. 1. Bacon’s pragmatism and worldly wisdom temper his Philosophy throughout. 

Elaborate. 

Q. 2. Bacon is more a man of the world than a philosopher in his essays. Do you agree? 

Illustrate your answer. 

 

“Extra ordinary insight and sagacity are their (Bacon’s essays) 

salient qualities; beyond perhaps any other book of the same 

size in any literature. They are loaded with the ripest wisdom of 

experience”. (Hudson) 

Bacon was, definitely, a worldly wise man. He was the wisest and the meanest of mankind. He was 

truly a child of Renaissance; the age of accumulating knowledge, wealth and power. Renaissance was 

an age of revival of learning, criticism and a passion for science. Its chief features are well reflected 

in the works of a great prose writer, Francis Bacon. Being a true follower of Machiavellian principles, 

he led his life for worldly success. He was a man of shrewd(smart, wise, insightful) and sagacious(wise, 

intelligent) intellect with his eyes fixed on the main chance. And what he preached in his essays was 

also the knowledge, needed for worldly success. This concern of worldly success is one aspect of the 

spirit of Renaissance. 

Bacon was a man of multi-talents. His wisdom was undeniable. His thirst for infinite(endless, 

unlimited, vast) knowledge and his versatility(usefulness, flexibility) was truly astonishing(surprising, 

amazing). He possessed an intellect of the highest order. He was learned in Greek, French, Latin, 

English, science, philosophy, classics and many other fields of knowledge. Bacon is regarded as the 

originator of the modern school of experimental research. Bacon held that “man is the servant and 

interpreter of nature”. He supplied the impulse which broke with the medieval preconceptions and 

set scientific inquiry on modern lines. He emphasized on experimentation and not to accept things for 

granted. Bacon was indeed an eloquent spokesman of new era and the pioneer of modern sciences. 
 

There is no doubt that the essays of Bacon are a treasure house of worldly wisdom. The term 

worldly wisdom means that kind of wisdom which is necessary for worldly success. It does not need 

any deep philosophy or any ideal morality. But Bacon was a man of high wisdom, as he himself 

pronounced, “I have taken all knowledge to be my province.” Bacon also preached morality but 

his morality is subordinate to worldly success and he never hesitated to sacrifice it for worldly benefit. 

His essays are rich with the art which a man should employ for achieving success in his life, such as 

shrewdness, sagacity, tact, foresight, judgment of character and so on. 

 The subject of Bacon in his essays is the man who needs prosperity in worldly terms. 

Bacon’s essays bring men to ‘come home to men’s business and bosoms.’ He teaches them, how to 

exercise one’s authority and much more. When he condemns cunning, it is not because of a hateful 

and vile(dreadful, hateful, awful) thing, but because it is unwise. That is why the wisdom in his essays 

is considered a ‘cynical’ kind of wisdom. He describes his essays as ‘Counsels – civil and moral’. 

 In his essay “Of Truth”, Bacon appreciates truth and wishes people to speak the truth, He says: 

“A lie faces God and shrinks from man.” 

 He warns human beings against the punishment for the liar on the doomsday. But at the same 

time, he considers a lie as an ‘alloy’ which increases the strength of gold and feels it necessary for 

the survival on earth. He says: 

“A lie doth ever add pleasure.” 

This is purely a statement of a worldly wise man.  The essay “Of Great Places” though contains a 

large number of moral percepts yet in this very same essay he also preaches worldly success. 
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“It is a strange desire to seek power and to lose liberty; By 

pains men come to greater pains.” 

And 

“Uneasy lies the head that wears the crown.” 

 Then Bacon suggests that men in authority should work not only for the betterment of public 

but also for their own status. It is purely a utilitarian advice and it surely holds a compromise 

between morality and worldly success. Even when Bacon urges a man not to speak ill of his 

predecessor, it is not because of high morality but because of the fact that the man who does not 

follow advice would suffer with unpleasant consequences. 

 Bacon’s approach towards studies is also purely utilitarian. In his essay “Of Studies” he does 

not emphasize on study for its own sake, but for the benefit which it can provide to man to be 

supplemented by practical experience. 

“Reading maketh a full man, conference a ready man and 

writing an exact man.” 

And then he says: 

“Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed, and 

some few to be chewed and digested.” 

 Bacon also points out the effects of different branches of studies on a man’s mind and 

thinks it helpful in the cure of different mental aliments and follies. His essay “Of Suitors” totally 

reveals Bacon’s shrewd insight. Although he suggests that a person who takes suits should not be 

disloyal towards his petitioner and should tell him the truth about the chances of winning the suit 

without leaving him wandering in false hopes. Bacon suggests that a patron should not charge 

extensive amounts for a small case. But then he dilutes all this by saying if the patron wants to support 

the non-deserving party, he should make a compromise between both of them, so that the deserving 

party would bear not great loss. This is a purely utilitarian approach and it shows what Bacon himself 

had been in his career, for it was his own profession. 

 In the essay “Of Revenge” Bacon shows a certain high morality by saying that: 

“Revenge is a kind of wild justice; One who studieth revenge, 

keeps his own wounds green.” 

 He feels dignity in forgiving one’s enemy. But then he says that even revenge is just in the 

cases when one can save one’s skin from the hands of law. 

 Bacon showed a certain incapacity for emotion. He took the relation of friendship for its 

benefit and made a purely worldly approach to the subject which intimately deals between two 

persons. He gave us the uses and abuses of friendship. He says: 

“Those that want friendship to open themselves unto, are 

cannibals of their own hearts.” 

 This essay clearly shows Bacon’s cynical wisdom and that his morality is stuffed with 

purely utilitarian considerations. Bacon considers love as a ‘child of folly’. In his essay “Of Love” 

he says: “It is impossible to love and to be wise.” He considers wife and children as hindrance in 

the way of success and progress. He says: 

“He that hath wife and children hath given hostages to fortune.” 

Afterwards in his essay “Of Marriage and Single Life” he tells the ‘benefits’ of a wife. 

“Wives are young men’s mistresses, companion to middle age and old man’s nurse.” 

In his essay “Of Parents and Children” Bacon puts: 

“Children sweeten labour, but they make misfortune more bitter.” 
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 All these statements show his essentially mean and benefit seeking attitude, even in the 

matters of heart. Bacon was a writer who represented the most salient features of his age. So, it can 

rightly be said that he was the product of Renaissance period. In short, Bacon’s essays are a hand 

book of practical wisdom enriched with maxims which are very helpful for worldly wisdom and 

success. 

“It is by the essays that Bacon is best known to the 

multitude….. They have moved the world”. 

   (Macaulay) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

02 – Bacon as a Moralist  

Bacon’s False Morality 

 

 A moralist is a person who distinguishes between what is right and what is wrong and urges 

human beings to tread on the right path only. Bacon is not a true moralist. His morality is a saleable 

morality. He is a moralist-cum-worldly wise man. Hence, Bacon certainly appears as a moralist in his 

essays, for he preaches high moral principles and lays down valuable guidelines for human conduct. 

Some of his essays shows Bacon as a true lover and preacher of high ethical codes and conducts. 

“Virtue is like precious odours – most fragrant, when they are 

incensed or crushed.” (Bacon) 

Bacon was, definitely, a worldly wise man. He was the wisest and the meanest of mankind. He was 

truly a child of Renaissance; the age of accumulating knowledge, wealth and power. Being a true 

follower of Machiavellian principles, he led his life for worldly success. He was a man of shrewd 

and sagacious intellect with his eyes fixed on the main chance. And what he preached in his essays 

was also the knowledge, needed for worldly success. 

 There is no doubt that the essays of Bacon are a treasure house of worldly wisdom. The 

term worldly wisdom means that kind of wisdom which is necessary for worldly success. It does not 

need any deep philosophy or any ideal morality. But Bacon was a man of high wisdom, as he himself 

pronounced, “I have taken all knowledge to be my province.” Bacon also preached morality but 

his morality is subordinate to worldly success and he never hesitated to sacrifice it for worldly benefit. 
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His essays are rich with the art which a man should employ for achieving success in his life, such as 

shrewdness, sagacity, tact, foresight, judgment of character and so on. 

 The subject of Bacon in his essays is the man who needs prosperity in worldly terms. 

Bacon’s essays bring men to ‘come home to men’s business and bosoms.’ He teaches them, how to 

exercise one’s authority and much more. When he condemns cunning, it is not because of a hateful 

and vile thing, but because it is unwise. That is why the wisdom in his essays is considered a ‘cynical’ 

kind of wisdom. He describes his essays as ‘Counsels – civil and moral’. 

 In his essay “Of Truth”, Bacon appreciates truth and wishes people to speak the truth, He says: 

“A lie faces God and shrinks from man.” 

 He warns human beings against the punishment for the liar on the doomsday. But at the same 

time, he considers a lie as an ‘alloy’ which increases the strength of gold and feels it necessary for 

the survival on earth. He says: 

“A lie doth ever add pleasure.” 

This is purely a statement of a worldly wise man. 

 

 The essay “Of Great Places” though contains a large number of moral percepts yet in this very 

same essay he also preaches worldly success. 

“It is a strange desire to seek power and to lose liberty; By pains 

men come to greater pains.” 

And 

“Uneasy lies the head that wears the crown.” 

 Then Bacon suggests that men in authority should work not only for the betterment of public 

but also for their own status. It is purely a utilitarian advice and it surely holds a compromise 

between morality and worldly success. Even when Bacon urges a man not to speak ill of his 

predecessor, it is not because of high morality but because of the fact that the man who does not 

follow advice would suffer with unpleasant consequences. 

 Bacon’s approach towards studies is also purely utilitarian. In his essay “Of Studies” he does 

not emphasize on study for its own sake, but for the benefit which it can provide to man to be 

supplemented by practical experience. 

“Reading maketh a full man, conference a ready man and writing an exact man.” 

And then he says: 

“Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed, and some few to be 

chewed and digested.” 

 Bacon also points out the effects of different branches of studies on a man’s mind and thinks 

it helpful in the cure of different mental aliments and follies. His essay “Of Suitors” totally reveals 

Bacon’s shrewd insight. Although he suggests that a person who takes suits should not be disloyal 

towards his petitioner and should tell him the truth about the chances of winning the suit without 

leaving him wandering in false hopes. Bacon suggests that a patron should not charge extensive 

amounts for a small case. But then he dilutes all this by saying if the patron wants to support the non-

deserving party, he should make a compromise between both of them, so that the deserving party 

would bear not great loss. This is a purely utilitarian approach and it shows what Bacon himself had 

been in his career, for it was his own profession. 
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In the essay “Of Revenge” Bacon shows a certain high morality by saying that: 

“Revenge is a kind of wild justice; One who studieth revenge, keeps his 

own wounds green.” 

 He feels dignity in forgiving one’s enemy. But then he says that even revenge is just in the 

cases when one can save one’s skin from the hands of law. 

 Bacon showed a certain incapacity for emotion. He took the relation of friendship for its 

benefit and made a purely worldly approach to the subject which intimately deals between two 

persons. He gave us the uses and abuses of friendship. He says: 

“Those that want friendship to open themselves unto, are cannibals of their own hearts.” 

 This essay clearly shows Bacon’s cynical wisdom and that his morality is stuffed with 

purely utilitarian considerations. Bacon considers love as a ‘child of folly’. In his essay “Of Love” 

he says: “It is impossible to love and to be wise.” He considers wife and children as hindrance in 

the way of success and progress. He says: 

“He that hath wife and children hath given hostages to fortune.” 

Afterwards in his essay “Of Marriage and Single Life” he tells the ‘benefits’ of a wife. 

“Wives are young men’s mistresses, companion to middle age and old man’s nurse.” 

In his essay “Of Parents and Children” Bacon puts: 

“Children sweeten labour, but they make misfortune more bitter.” 

 Though Bacon’s essays portray morality and high ethical standards, yet he does not appear as 

an ideal moralist and these are but the “flashes of morality”. He is not a true moralist. He was moralist-

cum-worldly wise man. 
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03 – The Wisest, Brightest and Meanest. 

Bacon’s Personality & Character. 

Bacon’s Essays are a good advice for satan’s kingdom. 

 

“If parts allure these think how Bacon shin’d 

The wisest, brightest and meanest of mankind.” 

 

 Bacon was the wisest because of his worldly wisdom, he was the brightest because of his 

powerful intellect and the art of writing terse essays, and he was the meanest because of his 

treacherous character. 

 The above mentioned remark on Bacon was made by a renowned and marvelous poet, 

“Alexander Pope”, if we observe critically, this statement holds its validity. For Bacon appeared to 

be a true child of Renaissance. Undoubtedly he was a man of wisdom and powerful intellect. But 

at the same time he was a calculating character, keeping an eye on the main chance. He was a true 

follower of Machiavelli. He failed to harmonize his mixed motives, complex principles and high aims 

together. He wanted to strive after the selfless scientific truth but he was conscious that nothing could 

be done without money and power. So, he strived after material success. Bacon belonged to the age 

of glory and greatness, surprising meanness and unscrupulous conduct and he could not avoid these 

evils. 

 Bacon was a man of multi-talents. His wisdom was undeniable. His thirst for infinite 

knowledge and his versatility was truly astonishing. He possessed an intellect of the highest order. 

He was learned in Greek, French, Latin, English, science, philosophy, classics and many other fields 

of knowledge. Bacon is regarded as the originator of the modern school of experimental research. 

Bacon held that “man is the servant and interpreter of nature”. He supplied the impulse which broke 

with the medieval preconceptions and set scientific inquiry on modern lines. He emphasized on 

experimentation and not to accept things for granted. Bacon was indeed an eloquent prophet of new 

era and the pioneer of modern sciences. 

 The essays of Bacon are also a picture of his intellect and practical wisdom. The varied 

range of subjects too expresses that ‘he had taken all knowledge to be his province’. Bacon could 

utter weighty and pregnant remarks on almost any subject, from “Greatness of Kingdoms” to 

“Gardens”. The essays are loaded with the ripest wisdom of experience and observation conveyed 

through short, compact and terse sentences. One cannot deny the sagacity and shrewdness of his 

counsels. Bacon’s essays deal with man. He is an able analyst of human nature, and his conduct in 

public and private affairs, his comments regarding man’s behaviour may at times sound cynical but 

they are undeniable truths. He says: 

“A mixture of a lie doth ever add pleasure.” 

 Bacon is true here, for most of the people would find life terrible without false hopes and false 

impressions. His views about friendship, though lack in feelings and emotions, yet these are 

undeniably true to human nature. Following are a few examples of his wisdom. 

“One who studieth revenge, keeps his own wounds green.” 

And 

“Men in great places are thrice servants.” 

 So we see that like a very wise man he coins ideas and teaches them to make people wise in 

worldly terms. 
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 Bacon’s brightness is best illustrated in the manner in which he clothes his thoughts of wisdom 

into the brevity and lends the readers a great pleasure. Their compactness of thought and 

consciousness of expression was a virtue in an age when looseness in thought and language was the 

rule. The essays are enriched with maxims and proverbs. He supports his ideas and arguments with 

innumerable quotations, allusions and analogies which prove his wide knowledge and learning. The 

aptness of the similes, the witty turn of phrases and the compact expression of weighty thoughts are 

evidence enough of the brightness of his intellect. 

 “Suspicious among thoughts are like bats among birds.” 

 “Money is like muck, except it be spread.” 

 “Virtue is like precious odours – most fragrant, when they are incensed or crushed.” 

Now, it appears to be an irony of nature that a man with such a tremendous intellect and 

wisdom had such a mean character. Bacon was not mean in the sense of being a miser. He was indeed 

reputed to be a very generous. The manner in which Bacon betrayed his friends, especially Essex 

proved him most ungrateful and ignoble man. He made friendship and uprightness subordinate to his 

success. He always kept his eye on the main chance, worshipping the rising sun and avoiding of the 

setting one. 

 His marriage was also a marriage of convenience. He did not hesitate to take part in political 

intrigues in order to promote his ambition. His letter to the king and queen were also full of flattery 

that it was hard to believe that they came from the pen of such an intellectual man. 

 Though he was wise yet he showed certain incapacity of emotions and this trait can also be 

witnessed in his essays. He took the purely personal and domestic matters of a man – like marriage, 

friendship, loveetc in terms of pure utility. Such as: 

“He that hath wife and children hath given hostages to fortune." 

And 

“Those that want friends to open themselves unto are cannibals 

of their own heart.” 

 In short, Bacon was a man of the world – worldly wisdom and worldly convenience. He had 

a ‘great brain’ but not a ‘great soul’. His complex and contradictory characters will continue to be 

a psychological enigma for the readers to understand. So, he was definitely the wisest, brightest and 

meanest of mankind. 
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04 – Dispersed Meditation 
 

 Francis Bacon himself described his essays as “dispersed meditations”, and “brief notes set 

down rather significantly than curiously.” 

 He regarded his essays as outcome of detached thoughts. Many of his essays are like note-

book jottings. Some essays are strings of sentences. These sentences are put loosely together. There 

is no interlinking among these sentences. In his early essays, ideas are not presented in a systemized 

manner. But there is of course no digression from the central subject. Bacon remains relevant to the 

subject. Despite of no digression, his essays are not well-knit. Because there is an abrupt and sudden 

change from one idea to another ideas are not connected smoothly. Thoughts have been put together 

in the essays almost at random. Even the logical connections have been left out. 

It can clearly be noted that Bacon’s later essays are very different from his earlier ones. It is 

because in the beginning, Bacon did not accept that his essays would become so widely popular and 

would attain such praise. He had written them in the form of personal notes in his diary. But when 

Bacon observed the fame of his essays, on publication, he thought to embellish his later essays. 

However, all of his essays fulfill the requirement of an essay. Bacon very truly pronounced them as 

“dispersed meditation” for they are in a manner of random thoughts, scattered on a piece of paper. 

Still he bounds the interest of the reader through his dynamic writing. 

 Although he expresses some characteristics of Elizabeth prose, yet his manner is still much 

different from those writers. In fact, Bacon has borrowed the style of Montaigne, a French prose 

writer, but modified it to suit his purpose. Montaigne has written personal essays, whereas Bacon has 

written in an impersonal manner. He shows an extreme condensation of thought in such a small 

sentence like this: 

“For a lie faces God, but shrinks from man.” 

 But he never loses force in his statements. The briefness of his sentences impresses the reader 

a lot. He knows very well how to summarize a lengthy statement in just a small line and most of his 

statements can be expanded to several pages. 

 He usually starts his essays with a striking statement which is a characteristic of modern prose. 

These statements come down like the strokes of hammer on the mind of the reader. Just like this, he 

has started his essay “Of Great Places” thus: 

“Men in great places are thrice servants.” 

 Because of his aphoristic style, most of his sayings are considered as proverbs and quotations. 

He gives a philosophical insight into human nature. Whatever he says is truth about man and his terse 

style makes those truths certainly remarkable. 

 “A man that studieth revenge keeps his own wounds green.” 

 “For there is no such flatters as is a man’s self.” 

 “It is a strange desire, to seek power and to lose liberty.” 

Bacon’s essays are, in fact, a ‘treasure house of practical wisdom’. He shows dimensions to 

attain success in this world. To strengthen his argument he also uses the method of ‘antitheses’. He 

simply balances his statement by giving the positive and negative or good and bad and sometimes, 

various directions of a subject. He has the habit of weighing the important aspect of the topic with 

which he deals. When he gives a statement, he immediately counterbalances it. 

 Bacon’s subject is man but still we can contradict some of his statements. The rhetorical 

quality of Bacon also proves the strength of his style. If we are not convinced by his saying they 

cannot be left unimpressed. Such as in his essay “Of Truth” Bacon states: 

“A mixture of a lie doth ever add pleasure.” 
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 A lover of truth will certainly be disturbed by this statement but he, still, cannot neglect the 

very truth in this statement. Similarly this sentence also attracts our attention. 

“He that hath wife and children hath given hostages to fortune.” 

 Bacon also uses imagery and figurative language in his essay which is a Renaissance trait. In 

his later essays, the use of imagery is even stronger. He is quite an expert in the use of similes and 

metaphors. He has introduced a vast and surprising range of objects from nature and daily life as the 

sources of his analogies from mythology, Bible, astronomy, philosophy and from natural observation 

to domestic objects. He uses everything to supply the meaning of his belief to the minds of his readers. 

Following are some examples of his healthy imagery. 

 “But base and crafty cowards are like arrow that flieth in the dark.” 

 “Suspicious among thoughts are like bats among the birds.” 

 “Those that want friends to open themselves unto are cannibals of their own hearts.” 

 Bacon’s essays also show his love for learning and wisdom, for he uses the sayings and 

quotations of the legends and heroes of the past. One can easily find a vast range of quotes of great 

philosophers like Aristotle and Plato, kings like Caesar and other well known figures of the golden 

times to strengthen his arguments and to make his style more scholarly. 

 It would not be justified to count all the essays as ‘brief notes’ or as ‘dispersed meditations’. 

Because in latter essays there is a successful attempt of connection and continuity. 
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05 – Encyclopedic Range 
 

 Bacon’s essays deal with man, firstly in relation with society, secondly in relation with 

himself, and thirdly in relation with his maker. They show their writer’s immense observation and 

experience of human life and affairs, and his deep insight into human nature and motives. 

 Bacon possessed a love for learning and scientific and rational inquiry. This love for learning 

and the great wisdom and knowledge have been presented in his essays. He remarks almost on every 

topic. Political matters, domestic issues, social relationships, ethical standards, recreational subjects 

and scientific informations all are dealt in his essays. 

There is no doubt Bacon was a man of high wisdom, as he himself pronounced, “I have taken all 

knowledge to be my province.” Bacon also preached morality but his morality is subordinate to 

worldly success and he never hesitated to sacrifice it for worldly benefit. His essays are rich with the 

art which a man should employ for achieving success in his life, such as shrewdness, sagacity, tact, 

foresight, judgment of character and so on. 

 The subject of Bacon in his essays is the man who needs prosperity in worldly terms. 

Bacon’s essays bring men to ‘come home to men’s business and bosoms.’ He teaches them, how to 

exercise one’s authority and much more. When he condemns cunning, it is not because of a hateful 

and vile thing, but because it is unwise. That is why the wisdom in his essays is considered a ‘cynical’ 

kind of wisdom. He describes his essays as ‘Counsels – civil and moral’. 

 In his essay “Of Truth”, Bacon appreciates truth and wishes people to speak the truth, He says: 

“A lie faces God and shrinks from man.” 

 He warns human beings against the punishment for the liar on the doomsday. But at the same 

time, he considers a lie as an ‘alloy’ which increases the strength of gold and feels it necessary for 

the survival on earth. He says: 

“A lie doth ever add pleasure.” 

This is purely a statement of a worldly wise man.  The essay “Of Great Places” though contains a 

large number of moral percepts yet in this very same essay he also preaches worldly success. 

“It is a strange desire to seek power and to lose liberty; By 

pains men come to greater pains.” 

And 

“Uneasy lies the head that wears the crown.” 

 Then Bacon suggests that men in authority should work not only for the betterment of public 

but also for their own status. It is purely a utilitarian advice and it surely holds a compromise 

between morality and worldly success. Even when Bacon urges a man not to speak ill of his 

predecessor, it is not because of high morality but because of the fact that the man who does not 

follow advice would suffer with unpleasant consequences. 

 Bacon’s approach towards studies is also purely utilitarian. In his essay “Of Studies” he does 

not emphasize on study for its own sake, but for the benefit which it can provide to man to be 

supplemented by practical experience. 

“Reading maketh a full man, conference a ready man and 

writing an exact man.” 

And then he says: 

“Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed, and 

some few to be chewed and digested.” 
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 Bacon also points out the effects of different branches of studies on a man’s mind and thinks 

it helpful in the cure of different mental aliments and follies. His essay “Of Suitors” totally reveals 

Bacon’s shrewd insight. Although he suggests that a person who takes suits should not be disloyal 

towards his petitioner and should tell him the truth about the chances of winning the suit without 

leaving him wandering in false hopes. Bacon suggests that a patron should not charge extensive 

amounts for a small case. But then he dilutes all this by saying if the patron wants to support the non-

deserving party, he should make a compromise between both of them, so that the deserving party 

would bear not great loss. This is a purely utilitarian approach and it shows what Bacon himself had 

been in his career, for it was his own profession. 

 In the essay “Of Revenge” Bacon shows a certain high morality by saying that: 

“Revenge is a kind of wild justice; One who studieth revenge, 

keeps his own wounds green.” 

 He feels dignity in forgiving one’s enemy. But then he says that even revenge is just in the 

cases when one can save one’s skin from the hands of law. 

 Bacon showed a certain incapacity for emotion. He took the relation of friendship for its 

benefit and made a purely worldly approach to the subject which intimately deals between two 

persons. He gave us the uses and abuses of friendship. He says: 

“Those that want friendship to open themselves unto, are 

cannibals of their own hearts.” 

 This essay clearly shows Bacon’s cynical wisdom and that his morality is stuffed with purely 

utilitarian considerations. Bacon considers love as a ‘child of folly’. In his essay “Of Love” he says: 

“It is impossible to love and to be wise.” He considers wife and children as hindrance in the way of 

success and progress.  

In short, Bacon’s essays clearly portray his love for knowledge and wisdom. For it is possible only 

for such a learned and well experienced man, as Bacon was, to say so much, with great depth, in so 

few words. No doubt, his essays and variety of topics show his encyclopedic range of knowledge. 
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06 – Bacon’s Prose Style 
OR – Bacon’s Aphoristic or Epigrammatic Style / Bacon as an 
Essayist / Bacon’s Contribution to English Literature or Prose 

/ Bacon’s Stylistic Qualities. 

Q. 1. Write a comprehensive essay on stylistic qualities of Bacon’s essays. 

Q. 2. With Bacon does the new era of English prose start. Elaborate with reference to his 

essays. 

 Bacon is considered as the father of modern English prose. His style proves that English 

language can be used to express the complexity of thought in clear and short sentences. Though 

Bacon’s style is regarded as distinct from his age, yet he shows certain characteristics of his fellow 

writers. Surely he is one of the greatest writers of English prose of his age. 

“Bacon took one of the biggest steps ever taken in the evolution 

of English prose style”.            (H. Walker) 
 

Francis Bacon himself described his essays as “dispersed meditations”, and “brief notes set 

down rather significantly than curiously.”  He regarded his essays as outcome of detached 

thoughts. Many of his essays are like note-book jottings. Some essays are strings of sentences. These 

sentences are put loosely together. There is no interlinking among these sentences. In his early essays, 

ideas are not presented in a systemized manner. But there is of course no digression from the central 

subject. Bacon remains relevant to the subject. Despite of no digression, his essays are not well-knit. 

Because there is an abrupt and sudden change from one idea to another ideas are not connected 

smoothly. Thoughts have been put together in the essays almost at random. Even the logical 

connections have been left out. 

 It can clearly be noted that Bacon’s later essays are very different from his earlier ones. It is 

because in the beginning, Bacon did not accept that his essays would become so widely popular and 

would attain such praise. He had written them in the form of personal notes in his diary. But when 

Bacon observed the fame of his essays, on publication, he thought to embellish his later essays. 

However, all of his essays fulfill the requirement of an essay. Bacon very truly pronounced them as 

“dispersed meditation” for they are in a manner of random thoughts, scattered on a piece of paper. 

Still he bounds the interest of the reader through his dynamic writing. 

 Although he expresses some characteristics of Elizabeth prose, yet his manner is still much 

different from those writers. In fact, Bacon has borrowed the style of Montaigne, a French prose 

writer, but modified it to suit his purpose. Montaigne has written personal essays, whereas Bacon has 

written in an impersonal manner. He shows an extreme condensation of thought in such a small 

sentence like this: 

“For a lie faces God, but shrinks from man.” 

 But he never loses force in his statements. The briefness of his sentences impresses the reader 

a lot. He knows very well how to summarize a lengthy statement in just a small line and most of his 

statements can be expanded to several pages. 

 He usually starts his essays with a striking statement which is a characteristic of modern prose. 

These statements come down like the strokes of hammer on the mind of the reader. Just like this, he 

has started his essay “Of Great Places” thus: 

“Men in great places are thrice servants.” 

 Because of his aphoristic style, most of his sayings are considered as proverbs and quotations. 

He gives a philosophical insight into human nature. Whatever he says is truth about man and his terse 

style makes those truths certainly remarkable. 
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 “A man that studieth revenge keeps his own wounds green.” 

 “For there is no such flatters as is a man’s self.” 

 “It is a strange desire, to seek power and to lose liberty.” 

Bacon’s essays are, in fact, a ‘treasure house of practical wisdom’. He shows dimensions to 

attain success in this world. To strengthen his argument he also uses the method of ‘antitheses’. He 

simply balances his statement by giving the positive and negative or good and bad and sometimes, 

various directions of a subject. He has the habit of weighing the important aspect of the topic with 

which he deals. When he gives a statement, he immediately counterbalances it. 

 Bacon’s subject is man but still we can contradict some of his statements. The rhetorical 

quality of Bacon also proves the strength of his style. If we are not convinced by his saying they 

cannot be left unimpressed. Such as in his essay “Of Truth” Bacon states: 

“A mixture of a lie doth ever add pleasure.” 

 A lover of truth will certainly be disturbed by this statement but he, still, cannot neglect the 

very truth in this statement. Similarly this sentence also attracts our attention. 

“He that hath wife and children hath given hostages to fortune.” 

 Bacon also uses imagery and figurative language in his essay which is a Renaissance trait. In 

his later essays, the use of imagery is even stronger. He is quite an expert in the use of similes and 

metaphors. He has introduced a vast and surprising range of objects from nature and daily life as the 

sources of his analogies from mythology, Bible, astronomy, philosophy and from natural observation 

to domestic objects. He uses every thing to supply the meaning of his belief to the minds of his 

readers. Following are some examples of his healthy imagery. 

 “But base and crafty cowards are like arrow that flieth in the dark.” 

 “Suspicious among thoughts are like bats among the birds.” 

 “Those that want friends to open themselves unto are cannibals of their own hearts.” 

 Bacon’s essays also show his love for learning and wisdom, for he uses the sayings and 

quotations of the legends and heroes of the past. One can easily find a vast range of quotes of great 

philosophers like Aristotle and Plato, kings like Caesar and other well-known figures of the golden 

times to strengthen his arguments and to make his style more scholarly. 

 In short, Bacon’s essays clearly portray his love for knowledge and wisdom, his wide range 

of experience and the influence of Renaissance on him. For it is possible only for such a learned and 

well experienced man, as Bacon was, to say so much, with great depth, in so few words. 
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06 – Bacon’s as a Child/Product of Renaissance 

Renaissance is the period in European history from about the 14th through 16th centuries regarded 

as marking the end of the Middle Ages and featuring major cultural and artistic change. The term 

‘Renaissance’ means ‘rebirth’, or more generally, ‘revival’. It was the series of events by which 

Europe passed from a Medieval to a modern civilization. There was a new spirit of inquiry, of 

criticism, a passion for scientific accuracy, which was accompanied by a sense of individualism and 

worldliness. Its chief features are only too well reflected in the great prose writer of the age, Bacon. 

The essays have several features that show the spirit of the Renaissance. Bacon was an interesting 

figure of this interesting age. He represents both the splendour and the sordidness (baseness, 

unpleasantness) of the times. And so do his works.  

A very important writer of the Italian Renaissance was Machiavelli, and the attitude he represents 

is quite typical of the age. An opportunistic philosophy that sacrificed high ethical ideals in the 

interests of achieving material progress, would not have been possible in the Middle ages but is the 

common spirit of the Renaissance. Bacon too teaches no ideal morality; he judges the Tightness of 

an action by the results it bears. Man is an individual and an end in himself and this sense of 

individualism gave rise to the feeling that he must know how to get on in this world. Thus we see 

Bacon advising his readers on how to become rich and influential, how to rise to high positions, how 

to exercise one’s power, and so on. Bacon does not consider it much of a drawback in a man to adopt 

crooked methods in order to achieve his ends.  

Bacon was a man of multi-talents. His wisdom was undeniable. His thirst for infinite(endless, 

unlimited, vast) knowledge and his versatility(usefulness, flexibility) was truly astonishing(surprising, 

amazing). He possessed an intellect of the highest order. He was learned in Greek, French, Latin, 

English, science, philosophy, classics and many other fields of knowledge. Bacon is regarded as the 

originator of the modern school of experimental research. Bacon held that “man is the servant and 

interpreter of nature”. He supplied the impulse which broke with the medieval preconceptions and 

set scientific inquiry on modern lines. He emphasized on experimentation and not to accept things for 

granted. Bacon was indeed an eloquent spokesman of new era and the pioneer of modern sciences. 
 

There is no doubt that the essays of Bacon are a treasure house of worldly wisdom. The term 

worldly wisdom means that kind of wisdom which is necessary for worldly success. It does not need 

any deep philosophy or any ideal morality. But Bacon was a man of high wisdom, as he himself 

pronounced, “I have taken all knowledge to be my province.” Bacon also preached morality but 

his morality is subordinate to worldly success and he never hesitated to sacrifice it for worldly benefit. 

His essays are rich with the art which a man should employ for achieving success in his life, such as 

shrewdness, sagacity, tact, foresight, judgment of character and so on. 

 The subject of Bacon in his essays is the man who needs prosperity in worldly terms. 

Bacon’s essays bring men to ‘come home to men’s business and bosoms.’ He teaches them, how to 

exercise one’s authority and much more. When he condemns cunning, it is not because of a hateful 

and vile(dreadful, hateful, awful) thing, but because it is unwise. That is why the wisdom in his essays 

is considered a ‘cynical’ kind of wisdom. He describes his essays as ‘Counsels – civil and moral’. 

In his essay “Of Truth”, Bacon appreciates truth and wishes people to speak the truth, He says: 

“A lie faces God and shrinks from man.” 

 He warns human beings against the punishment for the liar on the doomsday. But at the same 

time, he considers a lie as an ‘alloy’ which increases the strength of gold and feels it necessary for 

the survival on earth. He says: 

“A lie doth ever add pleasure.” 
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This is purely a statement of a worldly wise man.  The essay “Of Great Places” though contains a 

large number of moral percepts yet in this very same essay he also preaches worldly success. 

“It is a strange desire to seek power and to lose liberty; By 

pains men come to greater pains.” 

And 

“Uneasy lies the head that wears the crown.” 

 Then Bacon suggests that men in authority should work not only for the betterment of public 

but also for their own status. It is purely a utilitarian advice and it surely holds a compromise 

between morality and worldly success. Even when Bacon urges a man not to speak ill of his 

predecessor, it is not because of high morality but because of the fact that the man who does not 

follow advice would suffer with unpleasant consequences. 

 Bacon showed a certain incapacity for emotion. He took the relation of friendship for its 

benefit and made a purely worldly approach to the subject which intimately deals between two 

persons. He gave us the uses and abuses of friendship. He says: 

“Those that want friendship to open themselves unto, are 

cannibals of their own hearts.” 

 This essay clearly shows Bacon’s cynical wisdom and that his morality is stuffed with 

purely utilitarian considerations. Bacon considers love as a ‘child of folly’. In his essay “Of Love” 

he says: “It is impossible to love and to be wise.” He considers wife and children as hindrance in 

the way of success and progress. He says: 

“He that hath wife and children hath given hostages to fortune.” 

Afterwards in his essay “Of Marriage and Single Life” he tells the ‘benefits’ of a wife. 

“Wives are young men’s mistresses, companion to middle age and old man’s nurse.” 

In his essay “Of Parents and Children” Bacon puts: 

“Children sweeten labour, but they make misfortune more bitter.” 

 All these statements show his essentially mean and benefit seeking attitude, even in the 

matters of heart. Bacon was a writer who represented the most salient features of his age. So, it can 

rightly be said that he was the product of Renaissance period. In short, Bacon’s essays are a hand 

book of practical wisdom enriched with maxims which are very helpful for worldly wisdom and 

success. 

It is to be noted that Bacon advocates even unethical ways but never at the expense of his country or 

state. The state is ever important and whatever men might do must be calculated to ensure the best 

for the country. Everything that Bacon deals with has a utilitarian (useful, functional, effective) tone. 

Even friendship is considered from the aspect of the advantages it can offer. Petitions can be granted 

to the undeserving person too if one likes the person. Compromise and expediency (suitability, 

practicality, pragmatism, convenience, fitness, feasibility) are the governing principles of Bacon’s advice. 

This concern for worldly success is the main aspect of the spirit of the Renaissance.  

In conclusion, we can say that Bacon was a writer who represented the most salient features of 

his age, the age of the revival of learning and study of the ancients, the spirit of inquiry and 

individualism and nationalism. It can rightly be said that Bacon was the product of Renaissance 

period. 

“It is by the essays that Bacon is best known to the 

multitude….. They have moved the world”. (Macaulay) 
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07 – Bacon’s Essay – “Of Studies” 
 

“Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed, and 

some few to be chewed and digested.” 

(Bacon – Of Studies) 

 

Francis Bacon was an English philosopher, statesman, scientist and essayist. He is best known 

for leading the scientific revolution with his new 'observation and experimentation' theory which is 

the way science has been conducted ever since. He is a famous essayist and is known as the father of 

the English essay. His essays are full of common sense and epigrammatic (concise, to the point) wit. 
 

Bacon’s style is most remarkable for its terseness (brevity, shortness). Every sentence in his 

essays is pregnant with meaning and is capable of being expanded (extended, prolonged) into several 

sentences. Many of his sentences appear to be proverbial sayings by virtue of their gems of thoughts 

expressed in a pithy manner. He can say the most in the fewest words. His essays combine wisdom 

in thought with extreme brevity. The short, pithy sayings in his essays have become popular mottoes 

and household expressions. 
 

In the essay “Of Studies” Bacon tells us about the way books should be studied. Excess 

indulgence in books is not good. Books, he says, should not be studied to find argument but to weigh 

different arguments in support of some idea. Books are like food: enough of it is good; too much of 

it is unpleasant. Books can be effective in curing many types of mental illnesses. Since this essay was 

published in 1625 there are many words here that have changed their meanings in the modern times. 
 

This essay deals with some of the uses of study, and offers some sound ideas relating to this 

theme. The uses of studies are classified by Bacon under three heads—the use of studies for delight; 

the use of studies for ornament; and the use of studies for ability. Bacon also gives us some excellent 

advice as to why and how one should read. Furthermore, he tells us that different studies have 

different effects on the human mind. Various mental defects or shortcomings, says Bacon, can be 

remedied by various kinds of studies. The need of experience to supplement and perfect studies has 

duly been emphasized in the essay. Bacon would not be satisfied with mere bookish knowledge. The 

wisdom won by experience is as necessary as the wisdom gained from books. 
 

But it is not the ideas that are so important in this essay. This essay is a wonderful illustration 

of that condensed (strong, thick) style of which Bacon was a master. We find Bacon displaying his 

talent for using the maximum economy of words in order to express his ideas. This essay is a 

masterpiece of brevity and terseness. Some of the sentences read like proverbs. Here are a few 

examples of Bacon’s epigrammatic (short, concise, pithy, to the point) and aphoristic (terse and witty) 

style: 

 

 “Studies serve for delight, for ornament, and for ability.” 
 

 “Crafty men condemn studies; simple men admire them; and wise men use them.” 
 

 “Reading maketh a full man; conference a ready man and writing an exact man.” 
 

Bacon’s essays abound in very appropriate and original similes. We have one such simile here 

when Bacon says that “distilled books are, like common distilled waters, flashy things”. We get 

another appropriate simile when Bacon compares the effects of various physical exercises on bodily 

diseases with the effects of different studies on mental defects. There is hardly an essay by Bacon in 

which he does not introduce a Latin expression or a Latin quotation. We have two Latin quotations 

in this short essay to enhance its scholarly quality. 
 

Bacon was a man of multi-talents. His wisdom was undeniable. His thirst for infinite(endless, 

unlimited, vast) knowledge and his versatility(usefulness, flexibility) was truly astonishing(surprising, 
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amazing). He possessed an intellect of the highest order. He was learned in Greek, French, Latin, 

English, science, philosophy, classics and many other fields of knowledge. Bacon is regarded as the 

originator of the modern school of experimental research. Bacon held that “man is the servant and 

interpreter of nature”. He supplied the impulse which broke with the medieval preconceptions and 

set scientific inquiry on modern lines. He emphasized on experimentation and not to accept things for 

granted. Bacon was indeed an eloquent prophet of new era and the pioneer of modern sciences. 

The essays of Bacon are also a picture of his intellect and practical wisdom. The varied range of 

subjects too expresses that ‘he had taken all knowledge to be his province’. Bacon could utter weighty 

and pregnant remarks on almost any subject, from “Greatness of Kingdoms” to “Gardens”. The essays 

are loaded with the ripest wisdom of experience and observation conveyed through short, compact 

and terse sentences. One cannot deny the sagacity and shrewdness of his counsels. Bacon’s essays 

deal with man. He is an able analyst of human nature, and his conduct in public and private affairs, 

his comments regarding man’s behaviour may at times sound cynical(distrustful, suspicious, sarcastic) 

but they are undeniable truths. 

Without any exaggeration, we can say that Bacon’s essay “Of Studies” is one of the finest essays in 

English prose. It gives us a number of-sound maxims and a number of sentences that we can use as 

quotations when occasion demands. Some of the sentences, indeed, cling to our memory without any 

mental effort on our part to memorise them. That is one reason why it is one of the best-known essays 

from the pen of Bacon. 
 

“Beyond any other book of the same size in any literature they 

(Bacon’s essays) are loaded with ripest wisdom of experience”    

  (Hudson) 

 

 

 

 

Q. 7 
 

The Literary & Historical Importance of Bacon’s Essays. / 

Bacon as an Essayist. / Bacon’s Contribution to English Prose. 
 

 

Sir Francis Bacon was one of the major political figures of his time. The following words of Bacon 

himself amply sum up his contribution to the world of letters: 
 

"A bell ringer who is up first to call others to church”. 
 

 He was the earliest to seek (in his Advancement of Learning) the ways and means to unify and 

consolidate (unite, join, merge, secure) learning; he was almost the first to show (through his History 

of Henry the Seventh) the possibilities of an authentic historical communication free from the 

elements of myth (a traditional story accepted as history) and legend (a very famous person, a story of 

mythical or supernatural beings of events). He was definitely the first to forward (through his New 

Atlantis) the appeal for a college of scientific research. He was the first to naturalise into English a 

new species of literature, namely, the essay. 
 

But, above all, Bacon was the first to set up through his personal example a model of English prose 

which had up-till-now been non-existent. Referring to Bacon's contribution to English prose H. 

Walker observes:  
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"He took one of the biggest steps ever taken in the evolution of 

English prose style, a step which set that style on the road which 

it travelled, though not without divagations (wander), down to 

the days of Swift and Addison." 

 

Prose before Bacon: 

Roughly speaking modern prose begins with Dryden and the writers of the closing years of the 

seventeenth century and the beginning of the eighteenth. We, no doubt, agree with Douglas Bush that 

it is a 'Vulgar error" to suppose that Dryden started something altogether new. He observes: "Literary 

history has given currency to the notion that prose writing before 1660 was largely ornate and poetical 

and that a plain, workaday, modern style was first inaugurated after the Restoration chiefly through 

the efforts of the Royal Society to develop this." In fact, to quote Bush again, "Dryden and his fellows 

represented a culmination rather than a beginning." Dryden completed the transition of English prose 

from antiquity to modernity. Several of Dryden's predecessors also contributed towards this 

transition. Among them Bacon occupies a very important place. 

 

Bacon’s Predecessors and Contemporaries: 

To assess the importance of Bacon in the history of English prose it is desirable to have a glance at 

the prose of his immediate predecessors and contemporaries, and then to see in what ways he 

registered an improvement upon it. Among such persons the most important were Lyly, Sidney, and 

Hooker. All of them had some definite achievement to their names. It was Hooker, one of Bacon's 

contemporaries who gave a model of simple, straightforward, yet grave (serious, critical) and elevated 

(grand, lofty, important, prominent) prose for the treatment of serious and philosophical subjects. 

However, this was not a model for all kinds of subjects.  

 

Bacon Provided the Model: 

It was for Bacon to provide such a working model. The prose of his essays set up such a model of 

lucid, straightforward English which could serve as a vehicle for all kinds of subjects, both grave and 

trivial, high and low. Bacon’s fame as a writer depends most of all on the fact that he is the father of 

modern English prose. He evolved (developed) a prose style that proved for the first time that English 

could also be used to express the subtleties (delicacies) of thought, in clear and uninvolved (easy, 

simple, uncomplicated) sentences. To Bacon goes the credit of establishing the important fact that 

English was capable enough to become an effective source for the communication of lofty ideas. 

Bacon deserves appreciation for denouncing the current prose style. Bacon introduced pithy style, 

which could pack maximum meaning in minimum space. 
 

Simplicity and Precision: 

Through the prose of his Essays Bacon set new-standards of simplicity and precision which were later 

to be accepted as the hallmarks of good prose. None after him seriously tried to imitate the particular 

flavour of his style, probably because without his massive mind and intellectual equipment it was 

impossible to do so. Nevertheless Bacon's importance lies in the fact that he imported into English 

prose a new sense of precision and clarity. 

 

 

His Allusions and Quotations:  
The essays bear witness to Bacon’s learned mind in the extensive use of quotations and allusions 

(references) drawn from various sources, classical fables, the Bible, History, the ancient Greek and the 

Roman writers. Bacon’s essay Of Friendship includes reference to Aristotle. Thus Bacon employs 

allusions to and quotations in order to explain his point. They serve to make his style more scholarly 

and enrich it while lending to his ideas. Though, his style is heavy with learning, yet it is more flexible 

than any of his predecessors and contemporaries. His sentences are short, and with this shortness 

comes lucidity of expression. Thus he shows mastery of the principles of prose. There is almost no 

humor in Bacon’s essays, but his essays are packed with astounding wit. 
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The Elizabethan Quality: 

Though in the precision and clarity of his prose Bacon looks forward to the moderns, yet he is not 

altogether modern. His prose is still tinctured with a bit of the Elizabethan colour, a true child of the 

age as he is. The Renaissance had brought an awareness of the treasures of Latin and Greek literature. 

In short, Bacon belongs partly to the age of Elizabeth and partly he looks forward to the late 

seventeenth-century and early eighteenth-century prose writers such as Dryden, Addison, Steele, and 

Swift. Redpath says: "It is probably more helpful simply to say that Bacon's prose occupies a position 

somewhere between the plentiful irregular vitality of the typical Elizabethans and the late 17th 

century barer styles." 
 

Later the essay underwent a substantial change in the hands of his many followers of Bacon. However, 

it still holds that it was Bacon who was the father of the English essay. As an intellectual he remains 

till now the greatest of English essayists. His importance is, therefore, not only due to precedence but 

also to excellence.  

 

"The desire of knowledge in excess caused men to fall, but in 

charity there is no excess, and neither can angels nor men 

come in danger by it”. 

 

Bacon as an Essayist: 

The literary essay is as elusive and charmingly indefinable as a spring day in woods…..“ Perhaps 

that is not too helpful towards defining an essay, but it gives an idea about the special quality of an 

essay. The root meaning of the term “essay” is an attempt or trial. An essay consists of a discussion 

of a topic from an author's personal point of view. "Essay" in English derives from the French word 

for "to attempt," essayer. 
 

The essay as a distinct literary form was born in the sixteenth century with the publication of the 

Essays by the Frenchman Montaigne. Bacon borrowed the form of the essay from Montaigne but 

adapted it to suit his own purpose. Bacon lived in a time and country where life was both serious and 

vigorous—and he is occupied with serious matters. One can say that these essays show Bacon’s 

egotism in the sense that they present ideas and thoughts and views based on his own experience. But 

in Bacon one cannot find the easy informal “chatty” quality that is found in Montaigne and in Charles 

Lamb. 
 

With Bacon we enter the world of stark realities, rational and grave, having no place for lively humour 

or conversational ease. But this does not detract from his greatness. Bacon took the outward form of 

the essay from Montaigne in as much as his own essays are brief and incomplete in the sense that 

they explore only a few aspects of a subject and do not pretend to be thorough, systematic and 

exhaustive. The range of his subjects is wide and varied. He writes on a variety of themes and subjects. 

The essays of Bacon do not reveal those flashes of gentle humour or touching pathos that mark the 

essays of Lamb. In this, Bacon falls short of what is required of an ideal essayist. The essays are brief 

as any essay should be, but within that size Bacon packs stately and profound thoughts to the 

maximum. The style is in keeping with Bacon’s serious intent but his essays are important from the 

stylistic point of view. To Bacon must go the credit, not only of introducing a new literary form into 

England, but also that he developed a style which is marked for its “pith and pregnancy in the 

communication of thought”. It was the first long step taken in the development of an English prose 

style; it sets that style upon its way to travel to the times of Addison and Swift.  

 

Bacon’s essays are a proof of his strength of mind, intellect and knowledge. They are packed with 

remarkable sagacity and insight, shrewd and profound observation. He showed for the first time with 

(along with Hooker) that English was as capable as Greek or Latin of serving the highest purposes of 

language. As one of the world’s history-making books, Bacon’s essays have done much to mould and 

direct the character of many individuals. The brevity of these essays has been recommendation to 

readers with limited leisure. They have become a classic of the English Language and they owe this 
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position, not to their subject-matter, but to their style. Bacon’s contribution to English prose style is 

as clear as broad day. The sparkling qualities of a great essayist make Bacon stand prominent in the 

history of English prose writing and make him a guiding start for modern prose writers as well. 

 

“Beyond any other book of the same size in any literature they 

are loaded with ripest wisdom of experience”.         (Hudson) 

 

 

 

University Questions 
Q. Illustrate from Bacon’s essays the chief qualities of his style? What 

contribution did he make to the development of English prose? 

Q. Bacon’s essays reflect his encyclopedic knowledge. Explain with reference to 

his essays.  

Q. Write a note of Bacon’s style. How far does it suit to his essays? 

Q. “Bacon has a great mind, but not a great soul”. Elaborate the statement. 

Q. What do you understand by the term “Renaissance”? How is the spirit of 

Renaissance reflected in the works of Bacon? 

Q. What are the benefits of study? Discuss in the light of the essay ‘Of Studies”. 

Q. Illustrate from his essays Bacon’s worldly wisdom. 

Q. What are the main themes dealt with by Bacon in his essays? 

Q. “Bacon is not so much concerned with moral values as with the art of getting 

on in life”. Discuss. 

Q. Bacon spoke of his essays as “dispersed meditations”. How far is this an apt 

description of the essays of Bacon? Illustrate from the essays you have read. 

Q. Do you agree with Blake’s verdict on the essays of Bacon, that they were ‘good 

advice for satan’s kingdom’?  

Q. Comment on the aphoristic style of Bacon illustrating your answer from the 

essays you have read. 

Q. Bacon is a guide who teaches to live in the world with success, elaborate. 

Q. Comment on the salient characteristics of Bacon’s style. 

Q. “Bacon’s essays are merely intellectual exercises; his heart is not in them”. Do 

you agree with this comment? Give reasons. 

Q. “Bacon is more a man of the world than a philosopher in his essays.” Do you 

agree? Illustrate your answer. 

Q. Discuss Bacon as a selfish utilitarian. Q. Bacon as a thinker/philosopher. 
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Q. Discuss Bacon’s philosophy of life: Prudential rather than idealistic / Bacon 

was a moralist-cum-worldly wise man / Bacon’s ethics and morality / The thought 

of his essays. 

Q. In what sense and to what degree is it correct to say that Bacon’s essays are 

a compendium of precepts of rather of reflections which are true to all men for all 

time?  (Encyclopedic Range of Knowledge) 

Q. “It is the great range of his observations and not any philosophical originality 

that the appeal of Bacon’s essays lies. Discuss and illustrate with reference to 

Bacon’s essays. (Encyclopedic Range of Knowledge) 

Q. What evidence of astute (shrewd, wise) expediency (pragmatism, practicality) do you find 

in Bacon’s essays? / “The essays seem to be the work of an opportunist”. Discuss 

/ Bacon was Machiavellian in his approach to life. Illustrate / Discuss the 

statement that the prudential and no-moral treatment of material makes Bacon’s 

essays second-rate literature. (Answer form: Bacon’s morality / Worldly wisdom / 

Philosophy of life / also from ‘Bacon as a Child of Renaissance) 

Q. Compare the Baconian gospel of prudence (practicality, farsightedness) and 

expediency with the help of illustrative examples / Baconian Method. (Answer: Prose 

Style / Contribution to English Literature) 

Q. Consider Bacon’s essays as grains of salt that would rather give an appetite 

than offend with satiety / “Bacon’s are true essays as surveys of the world of 

thought but with the author at the centre” / Bacon’s wit and wisdom / Bacon’s 

essays and their universal popularity / Bacon has been called the father of 

Empiricism/Pragmatism. Discuss.   (Answer: Worldly Wisdom) 

Q. Bacon’s Style or Essays: Aphoristic and Epigrammatic / Mosaic (variety, 

mixture) of Quotations and Allusions / Difficulty and Obscurity (vagueness, 

ambiguity) / Bacon’s power of persuading and attracting / Bacon as a Classic of 

English Prose. (Answer: Bacon’s Prose Style) 
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“Laws are like cobwebs, which may catch small flies, but let 

wasps and hornets break through.”  -Jonathan Swift 

 

 

Gulliver’s Travels 
By: Jonathan Swift 
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“Gulliver’s Travels” 
A novel by Jonathan Swift 

 

 

 

  Introduction to Jonathan Swift 
   (30 November 1667 – 19 October 1745) 

 

 

Jonathan Swift was an author, journalist, political activist and one of the greatest wits of the 18th 

century. He is best known for his satirical novel “Gulliver’s Travels” and for his satirical essay on the 

Irish famine, "A Modest Proposal." In November, 1667, Jonathan Swift was born to English parents 

in Dublin, Ireland. His family had important connections but little wealth. He studied at Kilkenny 

Grammar School and at Trinity College in Dublin. Between 1689 and 1699 he worked as a private 

secretary to a distant kinship (relationship, connection) Sir William Temple, a retired diplomat. And there 

he also received a first-rate education in politics through contact with Temple and many other well-

known politicians, learning much about hypocrisy, deception and corruption in the political world.  
 

The abdication (resignation, renunciation) of King James II drove him to England. During his time in 

England, Swift realized his great talent for satire and wrote “A Tale of a Tub” and "The Battle of the 

Books", published in 1704. Swift also decided upon a career in the clergy. When he returned to 

Ireland, Swift became a member of the Anglican clergy, ordained in the Church of Ireland. 
 

During the reign of Queen Anne (1702-14), Swift visited London several times, making a name for 

himself as a talented essayist. He began his political career as a part of the Whig political party but in 

1710 switched sides, becoming a Tory and taking over the Tory journal The Examiner. Swift was 

disgusted by the Whigs' aversion to the Anglican Church and could not stand for the party's desire to 

do away with the Test Act, which kept many non-Anglicans from holding offices in government. 

Swift focused his time as a Tory on supporting their cause by writing lengthy pamphlets and essays 

on religion and politics, continuing to satirize those with different views. In 1713 Swift was offered 

the deanship of St. Patrick's Cathedral in Dublin. When Queen Anne died in 1714, the Tories came 

under fire, so Swift lost favour in London and greater England. He begrudgingly resigned himself to 

living full-time in Ireland. 
 

In 1724 Swift led the Irish people in their resistance against the English, who continued to oppress 

them. He wrote many public letters and political pieces with the purpose of rallying the people. One 

of his most famous essays, "A Modest Proposal", satirically suggests that the Irish solve their 

problems of starvation and overpopulation by eating their young. Swift also engaged in extensive 

commentary on religion, though these works are not much read today. Even though Swift's identity 

was widely known by the citizens of Dublin, no one came forward to report him when a 300-pound 

reward was offered for his arrest. 
 

Swift is also known for “Gulliver’s Travels”, a book of fantasy, satire, and political allegory, much 

like his other, shorter works. He wrote “Gulliver’s Travels” in 1725, and it was published in 1726. 

The book was a great success throughout the British Empire, and it contributed to Swift's fame and 

legitimacy as a writer and social commentator. 
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For the majority of his life, Swift was a victim of Meniere's disease, which affects balance and hearing 

and causes nausea (sickness, vomiting) and dizziness. When Swift was about 72 years old, his disease 

began to keep him from his duties and social life. He became withdrawn and deeply depressed. Swift 

died in October 1745. He was buried in St. Patrick's Cathedral, where he had worked as dean. 
 

Swift was a great friend of Alexander Pope, a fellow satirist best known for "Rape of the Lock". In a 

letter to Pope, Swift once called himself a misanthrope, but it seems more likely that he was simply 

frustrated by people who chose not to use the logic and reason they possessed.  

 

Swift’s style 
 

 One of the greatest masters of English prose; 

 simple, clear, vigorous language; 

 simple, direct and precise prose; 

 use of humour; 

 allegory (symbolic references) 

 a master satirist;  

 powerful satire.  

 deadly irony. 

    

What Is Satire? 
 

 Satire—a literary technique in which behaviours or institutions are ridiculed for the purpose 

of improving society.  Satire is set apart from other forms of social and political protest 

because of its application of humor. 

 Satire is a sort of glass, wherein beholders do generally discover everybody's face but their 

own. (Jonathan Swift) 

 

The author in his own words 
 

 Swift once said, “I have ever hated all nations, professions, and communities, and all my love 

is towards individuals…But principally I hate and detest that animal called man.” Swift’s 

misanthropy, or hatred of mankind, may have grown from his religious conviction.  He saw 

humans as fallen victims of original sin, not the rational creatures in which many 

Enlightenment thinkers believe.  
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Introduction to “Gulliver’s Travels” 
 

 

 

Swift's masterpiece, Travels into Several Remote Nations of the World, more popularly titled 

“Gulliver’s Travels”, was published anonymously in 1726. It is considered Jonathan’s best 

fictional work that met with instant success. Swift's satire was originally intended as an allegorical 

(symbolic, figurative) and bitter attack on the vanity and hypocrisy of contemporary courts, 

statesmen, and political parties. In the writing of “Gulliver’s Travels”, it is supposed to have taken 

more than six years. In this book, Swift incorporated (included, integrated) his ripest reflections on 

human society. “Gulliver’s Travels” is, therefore, a savagely bitter work, mocking all humankind. 

Nonetheless, it is so imaginatively, wittily, and simply written that it became and has remained a 

favourite children's book. Gulliver, the narrator of the novel, is a physician who is 

obsessed with travelling and discovery. He goes on four separate voyages in 
“Gulliver’s Travels”. Each journey is preceded by a storm. All four voyages bring 
new perspectives to Gulliver's life and new opportunities for satirizing the ways 
of England. 

 

 

The Lands 
 

1. Lilliput: The land of tiny people 
 

 The first part tells about Gulliver’s experience in 

Lilliput 

 The emperor believed himself to be the delight and 

terror of the universe, but it appeared quite absurd to 

Gulliver who was twelve times as tall as he. 

 In his account of the two parties in the country, 

distinguished by the use of high and low heels. 

 Religious disputes were laughed at in an account of a 

problem which divided the Lilliputians: “Should eggs 

be broken at the big end or the little end?”  
 

Main Characters 
 

 Lilliputians  

◦ Inhabit Lilliput 

◦ Only 6 inches tall 

◦ Inclined to Conspiracies and jealousies 

 Emperor 

◦ Ruler of the Lilliputians 

◦ Despite small size, loves being in control, exercising his power, and his large palace 
 

Gulliver visits Lilliput Meet the Lilliputians 
 

 He finds that the population is split between 'Big Enders' and 'Little Enders‘ 

 The Emperor who is keen to go to war with Blefuscu and the defecting 'Big Enders‘ 

For more notes, papers, test series visit www.notespk.com



MA English Part I – Paper IV (Prose) – By: Nauman Sadaf 34 
 

 The Empress who originally likes Gulliver, but is then offended when he urinates on buildings 

to put out a fire  

 In first voyage, Jonathan Swift has satirized the contention for power and profits among the 

English political parties and the religious groups through the description of the dispute 

concerning the issues of ‘wearers of high/low heels’ and ‘breaking of big/small end of an 

egg’. 
 

Parliamentary Parties 

 Tories: for a strong king, tended to be Anglicans & landless nobles (who got their titles from 

the king) 

 Whigs: for a strong Parliament, tended to be Anglicans who supported religious freedom, as 

well as merchants and lawyers; also included Puritans 

 The “High-Heel” party correspond to the Tory Party, which promoted the “High-Church,” 

i.e., Catholic, aspects of Anglicanism; while the “Low-Heel” party correspond to the Whig 

Party, which promoted the “Low-Church,” i.e., Protestant aspects 

 Part one is a satire on the Tories and the Whigs 

2. Brobdingnag: The land of the giants  
 

 Second Journey of Gulliver is to Brobdingnag  

 In the second part, Gulliver is left alone in Brobdingnag where people are not only ten times 

taller and larger than ordinary human beings, but also superior in wisdom. Gulliver now found 

himself a dwarf among men sixth feet in height. The king, who regarded Europe as if it were 

an anthill (ant-hill).  

 Gulliver sold and used as a slave, mostly used for 

entertainment purposes 

 Discusses history and policies of his native country with the King 

 Swift has accused the English corrupt politics and jingoism (nationalism) through the kings’ 

words in Brobdingnag. 

 Second part of the book is a satire on English lords and ladies  

3. Laputa : The land of science and technology  
(A voyage to Laputa, balnibarbi, Luggnagg, Glubbdubdrib,  and Japan) 
 

 The third part deals mainly with Gulliver’s accidental 

visit to the flying Island, where the philosophers and 

projectors devote all their time and energy to the study of 

some absurd problems. Their scientists are engaged in 

projects for exacting sunbeams out of cucumbers, turning 

ice into gunpowder and making cloth from cobweb.  
 

Main Characters 
 

 Laputans Inhabitants of the flying island of Laputa which has diameter of 7837 yards. 

 Professors of various academies who take up Gulliver's suggestions 

 Governor of Glubbdubdrib  

 Struldbruggs who offer eternal life but become gradually senile (confused, forgetful) in doing 

so. 

 Guldubdribb land of sorcerers (wizard, magician) 
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 In this part Swift has satirized the ivory-towered research work of English philosophers and 

projectors through description of the projects (e.g. extracting sunbeam out of cucumbers, 

turning ice into gunpowder, and making cloth from cobweb in the flying island. 

 

4. The Houyhnhnms: The land where horses rule  
 

 Final Journey to the Country of the Houyhnhnms  

 Horses rule the deformed Yahoos 

 Gulliver banished from their society 

◦ Feel he is a threat to their civilization 

◦ Aware he has a resemblance to a Yahoo 

Main Characters 
 

Yahoos 

 Yahoo’s an uncouth human like race  

◦ Dirty, hairy, primitive (ancient, rough), but humanlike 

◦ Many different kinds 

 Blonde, redheaded, dark-haired 

◦ Servants of Houyhnhnms  

◦ ‘Yahoo’ – the appellation (name or title) of human being 
 

Houyhnhnms  

 A horse-like race who rule over the unruly  

◦ Live in peaceful, simple society 

◦ Rule with reason and truthfulness 

◦ Do not even have the word “lie” in their vocabulary 
 

Summary of Last Part (Book IV) 
 

The last part is a most interesting account of his discoveries in the Houyhnhnm land, where horses 

are endowed with reason and all good and admirable qualities, and are the governing class.  

Contrary to the Houyhnhnms, the Yahoos possess every conceivable (possible) evil. They are 

malicious (hateful), spiteful, envious (jealous), unclean and greedy. Gulliver admires the life and 

ways of the horses, as much as he is disgusted with the Yahoos, whose relations remind him of 

those existing in English society to such a degree that he shudders at the prospect of returning to 

his native.  
 

 Fourth voyage is a satire on the conflicts of English society 
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Character List - “Gulliver’s Travels” 
 

 

Gulliver:  Captain Lemuel Gulliver, the narrator of the novel. 

Blefuscudians: The sworn enemies of the Lilliputians, they live on a neighboring island. Gulliver 

flees to their island when the Lilliputians convict him of treason. 

Brobdingnagians: The inhabitants of Brobdingnag. They are giant creatures relative to Gulliver. 

The Emperor: The leader of the Lilliputians. He initially is friendly toward Gulliver but changes his 

mind about him when Gulliver refuses to continue fighting Blefuscu and puts out a fire in the 

Empress's chamber by urinating on it.  

The Farmer: During his stay in Brobdingnag, Gulliver calls the farmer who takes him in his master. 

The farmer eventually sells Gulliver to the Queen. 

Flimnap: Gulliver's enemy at Lilliput, he does not like Gulliver. 

Glumdalclitch: Her name means "little nurse" in Brobdingnagian. This is what Gulliver calls the 

farmer's daughter, who cares for him during his stay in Brobdingnag. 

Mrs. Mary Burton Gulliver: Gulliver's wife, Gulliver is unsentimental and unemotional to his wife. 

Houyhnhnms: A species of horses who are endowed with great kindness and virtue. Gulliver lives 

among them for several years and afterwards is extremely reluctant to return to England. 

The King: Gulliver and the King of Brobdingnag spend dozens of hours discussing politics and 

comparing their two cultures. 

Laputans: The inhabitants of a floating island who wear mathematical and astronomical symbols 

and have trouble paying attention. 

Lilliputians: The inhabitants of Lilliput. They are about five to six inches tall. They are the sworn 

enemies of the Blefuscudians of a neighboring Island. 

Munodi: The Balnibarbi Lord who shows Gulliver around and teaches him about why the island is 

so barren. 

Don Pedro: The captain of the Portuguese ship that picks Gulliver up after his voyage to the country 

of the Houyhnhnms. 

The Queen: The Queen of Brobdingnag finds Gulliver very entertaining. Because of her huge size, 

Gulliver is disgusted when she eats. 

Reldresal: A friend of Gulliver's in Lilliput. He helps Gulliver settle into the strange new land and 

later helps to reduce Gulliver's possible punishment for treason from execution to having his eyes put 

out. 

Yahoos: The Houyhnhnms' word for humans. Yahoos in the country of the Houyhnhnms are 

disgusting creatures. 
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Detailed Summary 
 

 

 

‘Gulliver’s Travels’ - Part 1 (Book I) – Travel to “Lilliput” 
 

Chapter 1  

On this voyage, Gulliver goes to the sea as a surgeon on the merchant ship, Antelope. The ship is 

destroyed during a heavy windstorm, and Gulliver, the only survivor, swims to a nearby island, 

Lilliput. Being nearly exhausted from the ordeal (trial, suffering), he falls asleep. Upon awakening, he 

finds that the island's inhabitants, who are no larger than six inches tall, have captured him. After the 

inhabitants examine Gulliver and provide him with food, the Emperor of this country orders his 

subjects to move Gulliver to a little-used temple, the only place large enough to house him. 
 

Chapter 2  

In this chapter, the Imperial Majesty (the Emperor) and Gulliver carry on a conversation as best they 

can. After the Emperor's visit, six Lilliputians shoot arrows at Gulliver. An officer takes inventory of 

Gulliver's possessions, which will be held until Gulliver's fate is settled upon. 
 

Chapter 3 

The Lilliputian emperor is pleased that Gulliver is friendly and cooperative, so he rewards him with 

some court recreations. The recreations, however, prove to be quite different than one might expect. 

It is the Lilliputian court custom that men seeking political office demonstrate their alertness in rope 

dancing, among other things. How long and how skillfully a candidate can dance upon a rope 

determines his tenure in office. Of the candidates, two are particularly skilled: Reldresal, Gulliver's 

friend, and Flimnap, the treasurer. Other diversions (recreations, entertainments) include noblemen 

competing for official favour by crawling under or leaping over a stick, a feat for which they are then 

rewarded with various coloured threads. Gulliver also reviews the Emperor's troops; he stands, legs 

apart, while the tiny men march through. As a result of Gulliver's cooperation, a pact between Gulliver 

and the Emperor is agreed on. Gulliver is granted limited freedom on certain conditions. In return for 

abiding by the conditions, he will receive food sufficient for 1,728 Lilliputians. Gulliver swears to 

the articles in proper form, and the Emperor frees him. 
 

Chapter 4 

After Gulliver's visit to the Emperor's palace at Mildendo, Reldresal, Lilliput's Principal Secretary of 

Private Affairs, pays a visit to Gulliver and explains the faction (group, party) quarrels between the 

High Heel Party and the Low Heel Party. The conflict, he says, started over a religious question: At 

which end should the faithful break their eggs: at the big end or at the little end? The Blefuscudians 

break theirs, in the original style, at the big end. But, by royal edict, the Lilliputians must break their 

eggs at the little end. There are rebels in Lilliput, Reldresal says, and already 11,000 of them — Big 

Endians — have been put to death; others have fled to the court of Blefuscu. He explains further that 

the Lilliputians have lost 40 ships in the war. The dilemma seems hopeless, for Lustrog, the prophet 

of their religion, has said, "All true believers shall break their eggs at the convenient end." 
 

Chapter 5 

Gulliver saves Lilliput from a Blefuscudian invasion by dragging the Blefuscudian ships to Lilliput. 

In gratitude, the Lilliputian emperor rewards Gulliver with the title Nardac. Gulliver rejects a plan to 

destroy Blefuscu completely and argues for a reasonable peace treaty. Gulliver's moderation in 

dealing with the Blefuscudians gives Flimnap and Skyresh Bolgolam a chance to slander him. The 

Emperor listens to the accusations and is cold to Gulliver when he grants him permission to visit 

Blefuscu in the future. Later, a fire in the palace breaks out, and Gulliver puts out the fire by urinating 

(making water) on it.  
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Chapter 6 

Gulliver describes the general customs and practices of Lilliput in more detail, beginning by 

explaining that everything in Lilliput— their animals, trees, and plants—is sized in proportion to the 

Lilliputians. Their eyesight is also adapted to their scale: Gulliver cannot see as clearly close-up as 

they can, while they cannot see as far as he can. The Lilliputians are well educated, but their writing 

system is odd to Gulliver. The dead are buried with their heads pointing directly downward, because 

the Lilliputians believe that eventually the dead will rise again and that the Earth, which they think is 

flat, will turn upside down. Gulliver adds that the better-educated Lilliputians no longer believe in 

this custom. Gulliver describes some of the other laws of Lilliput, such as a tradition by which anyone 

who falsely accuses someone else of a crime against the state is put to death. Deceit is considered 

worse than theft. The law provides not only for punishment but also for rewards of special titles and 

privileges for good behavior. Children are raised not by individual parents but by the kingdom as a 

whole. They are sent to live in schools at a very young age. The schools are chosen according to the 

station of their parents, whom they see only twice a year. Only the labourers’ children stay home, 

since their job is to farm. There are no beggars at all, since the poor are well looked after. 
 

Chapter 7 

Gulliver goes on to describe the “intrigue” (plot, scheme) that precipitates (hurried, sudden) his 

departure from Lilliput. While he prepares to make his trip to Blefuscu, a court official tells Gulliver 

that he has been charged with treason by enemies in the government. He shows Gulliver the document 

calling for his execution: Gulliver is charged with public urination, refusing to obey the emperor’s 

orders to seize the remaining Blefuscu ships, aiding enemy ambassadors, and traveling to Blefuscu. 

Gulliver is told that Reldresal has asked for his sentence to be reduced, calling not for execution but 

for putting his eyes out. This punishment has been agreed upon, along with a plan to starve him to 

death slowly. The official tells Gulliver that the operation to blind him will take place in three days. 

Fearing this resolution, Gulliver crosses the channel and arrives in Blefuscu. 
 

Chapter 8 

Three days later, he sees a boat of normal size—that is, big enough to carry him—overturned in the 

water. He asks the emperor of Blefuscu to help him fix it. At the same time, the emperor of Lilliput 

sends an representative with the articles commanding Gulliver to give up his eyesight. The emperor 

of Blefuscu sends it back with the message that Gulliver will soon be leaving both their kingdoms. 

After about a month, the boat is ready and Gulliver sets sail. He arrives safely back in England, where 

he makes a good profit showing small farm animals that he carried away from Blefuscu in his pockets. 

 

Part 2 (Book II) – Travel to “Brobdingnag” 
 

Summary Book II (Chapter I-VIII) 
 

 As he travels as a ship's surgeon, Gulliver and a small crew are sent to find water on an island. Instead 

they encounter a land of giants. As the crew flees, Gulliver is left behind and captured. Gulliver's 

captor, a farmer, takes him to the farmer's home where Gulliver is treated kindly, but, of course, 

curiously. The farmer assigns his daughter, Glumdalclitch, to be Gulliver's keeper, and she cares for 

Gulliver with great compassion. The farmer takes Gulliver on tour across the countryside, displaying 

him to onlookers. Eventually, the farmer sells Gulliver to the Queen. At court, Gulliver meets the 

King, and the two spend many sessions discussing the customs and behaviors of Gulliver's country. 

In many cases, the King is shocked and chagrined by the selfishness and pettiness that he hears 

Gulliver describe. Gulliver, on the other hand, defends England. One day, on the beach, as Gulliver 

looks longingly at the sea from his box (portable room), he is snatched up by an eagle and eventually 

dropped into the sea. A passing ship spots the floating chest and rescues Gulliver, eventually returning 

him to England and his family. 
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Part 3 (Book III) – Travel to “Laputa” 
 

Summary Book III (Chapter I-XI) 
 

Gulliver is on a ship bound for the Levant. After arriving, Gulliver is assigned captain of a sloop to 

visit nearby islands and establish trade. On this trip, pirates attack the sloop and place Gulliver in a 

small boat to fend for himself. While drifting at sea, Gulliver discovers a Flying Island. While on the 

Flying Island, called Laputa, Gulliver meets several inhabitants, including the King. All are 

preoccupied with things associated with mathematics and music. In addition, astronomers use the 

laws of magnetism to move the island up, down, forward, backward, and sideways, thus controlling 

the island's movements in relation to the island below (Balnibarbi). While in this land, Gulliver visits 

Balnibarbi, the island of Glubbdubdrib, and Luggnagg. Gulliver finally arrives in Japan where he 

meets the Japanese emperor. From there, he goes to Amsterdam and eventually home to England. 

 

Part 4 (Book IV) – Travel to “Houyhnhnms” 
 

Chapter 1 

Gulliver stays home for five months, but he then leaves his pregnant wife to set sail again, this time 

as the captain of a ship called the Adventure. Many of his sailors die of illness, so he recruits more 

along the way. His crewmembers mutiny under the influence of these new sailors and become pirates. 

Gulliver is left on an unknown shore, after being confined to his cabin for several days. In the distance, 

he sees animals with long hair, goat-like beards, and sharp claws, which they use to climb trees. 

Gulliver decides that these animals are extremely ugly and sets forth to find settlers, but he encounters 

one of the animals on his way. Gulliver takes out his sword and hits the animal with the flat side of 

it. The animal roars loudly, and a herd of others like it attack Gulliver by attempting to defecate on 

him. He hides, but then he sees them hurrying away. He emerges from his hiding place to see that the 

beasts have been scared away by a horse. The horse observes Gulliver carefully, and then it neighs in 

a complicated cadence. Another horse joins the first and the two seem to be involved in a discussion. 

Gulliver tries to leave, but one of the horses calls him back. The horses appear to be so intelligent that 

Gulliver concludes that they are magicians who have transformed themselves into horses. He 

addresses them directly and asks to be taken to a house or village. The horses use the words “Yahoo” 

and “Houyhnhnm,” which Gulliver tries to pronounce. 
 

Chapter 2   

Gulliver is led to a house, and he takes out gifts, expecting to meet people. He finds instead that there 

are more horses in the house, sitting down and engaged in various activities. He thinks that the house 

belongs to a person of great importance, and he wonders why they should have horses for servants. 

A horse looks Gulliver over and says the word “Yahoo.” Gulliver is led out to the courtyard, where a 

few of the ugly creatures Gulliver has seen are tied up. Gulliver is lined up and compared with one 

of the creatures, and Gulliver finds that the creature does look quite human. The horses test Gulliver 

by offering him various foods: hay, which he refuses, and flesh, which he finds repulsive but which 

the Yahoo devours. The horses determine that he likes milk and give him large amounts of it to drink. 

Another horse comes to dine, and they all take great pleasure in teaching Gulliver to pronounce words 

in their language. They cannot determine what he might like to eat until Gulliver suggests that he 

could make bread from their oats. He is given a place to sleep with straw for the time being. 
 

Chapter 3 

Gulliver endeavors to learn the horses’ language, and they are impressed by his intellect and curiosity. 

After three months, he can answer most of their questions and tries to explain that he comes from 

across the sea, but the horses, or Houyhnhnms, do not believe that such a thing is possible. They think 
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that Gulliver is some kind of Yahoo, though superior to the rest of his species. He asks them to stop 

using that word to refer to him, and they consent. 
 

Chapter 4 

Gulliver tries to explain that the Yahoos are the governing creatures where he comes from, and the 

Houyhnhnms ask how their horses are employed. Gulliver explains that they are used for traveling 

and racing, and the Houyhnhnms express disbelief that anything as weak as a Yahoo would dare to 

mount a horse that was so much stronger than it. Gulliver explains that the horses are trained from a 

young age to be tame and obedient. He describes the state of humanity in Europe and is asked to 

speak more specifically of his own country. 
 

Chapter 5 

Over the course of two years, Gulliver describes the state of affairs in Europe, speaking to his 

Houyhnhnm master about the English Revolution and the war with France. He is asked to explain the 

causes of war, and he does his best to provide reasons. He is also asked to speak of law and the justice 

system, which he does in some detail, criticizing lawyers severely in the process. 
 

Chapter 6 

The discussion then turns to other topics, such as money and the different kinds of food eaten in 

Europe. Gulliver explains the different occupations in which people are involved, including service 

professions such as medicine and construction. 
 

Chapter 7 

Gulliver develops such a love for the Houyhnhnms that he no longer desires to return to humankind. 

His master tells him that he has considered all of Gulliver’s claims about his home country and has 

come to the conclusion that Gulliver’s people are not so different from the Yahoos as they may at 

first have seemed. He describes all the flaws of the Yahoos, principally detailing their greed and 

selfishness. He admits that Gulliver’s humans have different systems of learning, law, government, 

and art but says that their natures are not different from those of the Yahoos. 
 

Chapter 8 

Gulliver wants to observe the similarities between Yahoos and humans for himself, so he asks to go 

among the Yahoos. He finds them to be very nimble from infancy but unable to learn anything. They 

are strong, cowardly, and malicious. The principle virtues of the Houyhnhnms are their friendship 

and benevolence. They are concerned more with the community than with their own personal 

advantages, even choosing their mates so as to promote the race as a whole. They breed 

industriousness, cleanliness, and civility in their young and exercise them for speed and strength. 
 

Chapter 9 

Gulliver’s master attends a Grand Assembly of Houyhnhnms, where the horses debate whether or not 

to extinguish the Yahoos from the face of the Earth. Gulliver’s master suggests that instead of killing 

them, they should, as the Europeans do with their horses, merely castrate them. Eventually, unable to 

breed, the Yahoos will die out, and in the meantime the Houyhnhnms can breed asses to take their 

place. Gulliver then describes further aspects of the Houyhnhnms’ society. They create excellent 

poetry, have a sound knowledge of medicinal herbs, build simple houses, and usually live about 

seventy or seventy-five years, dying of old age. They feel no sorrow about death, accepting it as a 

routine element of life. They have no writing system and no word to express anything evil. 
 

Chapter 10 

A room is made for Gulliver, and he furnishes it well. He also makes new clothes for himself and 

settles into life with the Houyhnhnms quite easily. He begins to think of his friends and family back 

home as Yahoos. However, he is called by his master and told that others have taken offense at his 

being kept in the house as a Houyhnhnm. The master has no choice but to ask Gulliver to leave. 

Gulliver is very upset to hear that he is to be banished. He builds a canoe with the help of a fellow-

servant and departs sadly. 
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Chapter 11 

Gulliver does not want to return to Europe, and so he begins to search for an island where he can live 

as he likes. He finds land and discovers natives there. He is struck by an arrow and tries to escape the 

natives’ darts by paddling out to sea. He sees a sail in the distance and thinks of going toward it, but 

then decides he would rather live with the barbarians than the European Yahoos, so he hides from the 

ship. The seamen, including Don Pedro de Mendez, discover him after landing near his hiding place. 

They question him, laughing at his strange horse-like manner of speaking, and cannot understand his 

desire to escape from their ship. Don Pedro treats Gulliver hospitably, offering him food, drink, and 

clothes, but Gulliver can think of him only as a Yahoo and is thus repulsed by him. Gulliver is forced 

to travel back to England, where he returns to his family, which has been convinced that he is dead. 

He is filled with disgust and contempt for them. For a year he cannot stand to be near his wife and 

children, and he buys two horses and converses with them for four hours each day. 
 

Chapter 12 

Gulliver concludes his narrative by acknowledging that the law requires him to report his findings to 

the government but that he can see no military advantage in attacking any of the locations he 

discovered. Moreover, he particularly wishes to protect the Houyhnhnms. 

 

 

 

Character Analysis 
(Most Important Characters) 

 

Lemuel Gulliver (Character-Sketch of Gulliver) 
 

The narrator and protagonist of the story, Gulliver is the undistinguished third of five sons of a man 

of very modest means. Gulliver was born in Nottinghamshire, a sedate (calm) county without 

eccentricity (strangeness, oddity). He attended Emmanuel College. The neighborhoods that Gulliver 

lived in are all lower-middle-class sections. He is, in short, Mr. British middle class of his time. 

Gulliver is also, as might be expected, "gullible" (naïve, innocent, easy to fool). He believes what he is 

told. He is an honest man, and he expects others to be honest. This expectation makes for humour — 

and also for irony. We can be sure that what Gulliver tells us will be accurate. And we can also be 

fairly sure that Gulliver does not always understand the meaning of what he sees. The result is a series 

of astonishingly detailed, straight scenes. For example, when Gulliver awakens in Lilliput, he 

gradually discovers, moving from one exact detail to another, that he is a prisoner of men six inches 

tall. 
 

In Book I, Gulliver's possesses moral superiority to the petty and tiny Lilliputians, who show 

themselves to be a petty, cruel, vengeful, and self-serving race. Morally and politically, Gulliver is 

their superior. Here, Swift, through Gulliver, makes clear that the normal person is concerned with 

honour, gratitude, common sense, and kindness. The representative person (a Lilliputian) is a midget 

(/mijit/, small, tiny), figuratively and literally, compared with a moral person (Gulliver). 
 

In Brobdingnag (Book II), Gulliver is still an ordinary moral man, but the Brobdingnagians are moral 

giant men. Certainly they are not perfect, but their moral superiority is as great to Gulliver as is their 

physical size. In his loyalty to England, we see that Gulliver is, indeed, a very proud man and one 

who accepts the madness and malice of British politics and society as the natural and normal standard. 

For the first time, we see Gulliver as the hypocrite — he lies to the Brobdingnagian king in order to 

conceal what is disgraceful about his native England. Gulliver's moral height can never reach that of 

the Brobdingnagians. Swift highlights the idea of the giant's moral superiority by having Gulliver 

identify the English with the Lilliputians. This association also makes Gulliver ridiculous. It 

demonstrates the folly and self-deception that Gulliver practices in identifying himself with the moral 
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giants. Gulliver's pride is at the root of his trouble. Swift dramatizes this with the mirror Gulliver 

cannot bear to look into. 
 

In Book IV, Gulliver represents the middle ground between pure reason (as embodied by the 

Houyhnhnms) and pure animalism (as embodied by the depraved Yahoos), yet Gulliver's pride 

refuses to allow him to recognize the Yahoo aspects in himself. Therefore, he identifies himself with 

the Houyhnhnms and, in fact, tries to become one. But the horses are alien (unfamiliar, strange) to 

Gulliver; yet Gulliver thinks of the Yahoos as alien and animal. Gulliver has "reasoned" himself into 

rejecting his species and his nature: Gulliver is almost a madman. His attitudes when he arrives in 

London make him a source of ridicule, for Gulliver seeks to change his basic nature by thinking; 

reason becomes the sole guide of his life. 
 

In the end, Gulliver is still trying to adapt himself to life as — and among — the Yahoos. Concluding, 

he confesses that he could be prepared to accept to the English Yahoos: 

 

"….if they would be content with those Vices and Follies only which 

Nature hath entitled them to. I am not in the least provoked at the sight 

of a Lawyer, a Pick-pocket, a Colonel, a Fool, a Lord, a Gamster, a 

Politician, a Physician, . . . or the like: This is all according to the due 

Course of Things: but, when I behold a Lump of Deformity, and 

Diseases both in Body and Mind, smitten with Pride, it immediately 

breaks all the Measures of my patience." 

 

Main Points of Gulliver’s Character: 

◦ Narrator of novel 

◦ Middle-aged, middle class, British 

◦ Well-educated 

◦ Naïve  (simple, trusting, inexperienced) {naa-ive} 

◦ Unaffectionate to his wife 

◦ A doctor on a Royal Navy ship who washes up on the shores of several fictional 

countries.  

◦ Upon returning to England, he is painfully aware of his country’s flaws. 

◦ Gulliver represents the typical Englishman, and, therefore, his thoughts represent 

typical English/European ideas and logic.  

 
The Lilliputians 
 

The Lilliputians are men six inches in height but possessing all the pretension (affectation, showing off) 

and self-importance of full-sized men. They are mean and spiteful, vicious, morally corrupt, 

hypocritical and deceitful, jealous and envious, filled with greed and ingratitude. They are, in fact, 

completely human. Swift uses the Lilliputians to satirize specific events and people in his life. For 

example, Swift's model for Flimnap was Robert Walpole, the leader of the Whigs and England's first 

prime minister in the modern sense. Walpole was an extremely clever politician, as Swift shows, by 

making Flimnap the most skillful of the rope dancers. Reldresal, the second most skillful of the rope 

dancers, probably represents either Viscount Townshend or Lord Carteret. Both were political allies 

(associates, partners) of Walpole. The articles that Gulliver signs to obtain his freedom relate the political 

life of Lilliput to the political life of England. The articles themselves parallel particular English codes 

and laws. Similarly, the absurd and complicated method by which Gulliver must swear to the articles 

(he must hold his right foot in his left hand and place the middle finger of his right hand on top of his 

head with the right thumb on the tip of his ear) exemplifies an aspect of Whig politics. Jonathan Swift 

also uses the Lilliputians to show that English politicians were bloody-minded and treacherous 
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(unfaithful, deceitful). In detail, he records the bloody and cruel methods that the Lilliputians plan to use 

to kill Gulliver; then he comments ironically on the mercy, politeness, generosity, and justice of kings. 

By the end of Book I, Swift has drawn a brilliant, solid, and detailed contrast between the normal 

man (Gulliver) and the tiny but vicious politician (the Lilliputian 

 
The Brobdingnagians 
 

The Brobdingnagians are the epitome (embodiment, personification) of moral giants. Physically huge — 

60 feet tall — their moral stature is also gigantic (/jigantik/). Brobdingnag is a practical, moral utopia. 

Among the Brobdingnagians, there is goodwill and calm virtue. Their laws encourage charity. Yet 

they are, underneath, just men who labour under every disadvantage to which man is heir. They are 

physically ugly when magnified, but they are morally beautiful. We cannot reject them simply 

because Gulliver describes them as physically gross (unpleasant). Set against the moral background of 

Brobdingnag and in comparison to the Brobdingnagians, Gulliver's "ordinariness" exposes many of 

its faults. Gulliver is revealed to be a very proud man and one who accepts the madness and malice 

of European politics, parties, and society as natural.  
 

What's more, he even lies to conceal what is disgraceful about them. The Brobdingnagian king, 

however, is not fooled by Gulliver. The English, he says, are "odious vermin." Nevertheless, the 

Brobdingnagians are not without their flaws. Unlike Gulliver, who always considered the Lilliputians 

to be miniature men, the Brobdingnagians cannot think of Gulliver as a miniature Brobdingnagian. 

Even the King, who is sincerely fond of Gulliver, cannot view him as anything except an entertaining, 

although clever little fellow, one who is not to be trusted. The maids of honor in the Brobdingnagian 

court treat Gulliver as a plaything. To them, he is a toy, not a man. Still, this "abuse" of Gulliver — 

denying his humanity and his man-hood — is done for amusement, not out of malice. Although they 

are not perfect, the Brobdingnagians are consistently moral. In short, Swift praises the 

Brobdingnagians, but he does not intend for us to think that they are perfect humans. They are super-

humans, bound to us by flesh and blood, just bigger morally than we are. Their virtues are not 

impossible for us to attain, but because it takes so much maturing to reach the stature of a moral giant, 

few humans achieve it. 

 
The Houyhnhnms 
 

Gulliver's description of the horses, the Houyhnhnms, is almost pleasant: "The behaviour of these 

animals was . . . orderly and rational . . . acute and judicious." Indeed, it is a horse that rescues him 

from the Yahoos — not by any clear, physical action, but by simply appearing on the road — no 

physical action being necessary. Houyhnhnms live simple lives wholly devoted to reason. They speak 

clearly, they act justly, and they have simple laws. Each Houyhnhnm knows what is right and acts 

accordingly. They are untroubled by greed, politics, or lust. They live a life of cleanliness and exist 

in peace and serenity. They live by the grand maxim: Cultivate Reason and be totally governed by it. 

So perfect is their society, in fact, that they have no concept of a lie, and therefore no word to express 

it. The only word for evil is "Yahoo." Swift defines Houyhnhnm as meaning "perfection of nature." 

This definition establishes an important distinction. The horses are uncorrupted by passion — either 

base or noble. They are devoid, for example, of charity. Also, they are not subject to temptation. 

Swift, however, never suggests that the Houyhnhnms stand for perfected human nature; on the 

contrary, they represent innocent human nature. What they do — and what they say and think — is 

similar to human nature, but the character of the Houyhnhnms is far from Gulliver's. They cannot, for 

example, understand lying — or even the necessity for lying. The horses are literally innocent, the 

Yahoos are super-sensual and seem depraved (immoral, wicked). The Houyhnhnms are ice-cold reason; 

the Yahoos are burning sensuality. In between these extremes is Gulliver. 
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The Yahoos 
 

Yahoos are the human-like creatures that Gulliver first encounters in the Country of the Houyhnhnms. 

Not recognizing their link with humanity, Gulliver describes the Yahoos as animals:  

 

“. . . deformed . . . . Their heads and breasts were covered 

with thick hair . . . but the rest of their bodies were 

bare . . . . They had no tails and often stood on their hind 

feet . . . ."  

 

He concludes with, "I never beheld in all my travels so disagreeable an animal". Although they are 

human in form and feature, the Yahoos are, indeed, animals. They are dirty and they smell horrible. 

They are omnivorous (flesh-eating, eating many foods) but seem to prefer meat and garbage. The Yahoos, 

however, are not merely animals; they are animals who are naturally vicious and represent Mankind 

depraved. In terms of their evolution, the words used to describe the Yahoos are "degenerating by 

degrees." Swift positions Gulliver midway — figuratively and literally — between the super-rational, 

innocent horses (the Houyhnhnms) and the filthy, depraved Yahoos.  
 

Gulliver, however, reacts to the Yahoos with immediate and overpowering hatred and is horrified by 

the Yahoos' similarity to him. He lacks the humility to see himself as a sort of Yahoo. Rather, his 

pride leads him to try to become a horse. Gulliver will try with admirable determination to improve 

himself; he will try to change himself into a more horse-like state, but he will fail. He is, simply, more 

of a Yahoo than a Houyhnhnm. 

 

 

 

“Gulliver’s Travels” 
 

 

Main Points 
1.  Themes of the Novel/Theme of Human Nature  

2.  Jonathan Swift’s Misanthropy 

3.  Swift as a Satirist/Moralist  OR   Gulliver’s Travel as a Satire 

OR  Criticism on British Society of Swift’s Time 

4.  Gulliver’s Travel as Children’s Classic 

5.  Change in Gulliver’s Character (Part I to IV)  

6.  The use of Irony in Gulliver’s Travels 

7.  Swift’s Style/Prose Style 
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01 – Social Satire 
Swift as a Satirist / Criticism on British Society  

“Gulliver’s Travels” as a Political Satire / Swift as a 
Neurotic 

 

Q. His satire grows more and more bitter as Swift progresses from book of his “Gulliver’s 

Travels”  Discuss. 

Q. Swift is not a reformer but a demolisher? Elaborate. 

 

“The durability of “Gulliver’s Travels” goes to show that, if the 

force of belief is behind it, a world-view which only just passes 

the test of sanity is sufficient to produce a great work of art".   

 (George Orwell)   

 Swift occupies a very distinguishing place among his contemporaries for highlighting the 

bitter and harsh realities of his time which regarded him as a master of corrosive satire. Swift was 

labelled as a neurotic and insane in the eyes of many critics after his book was published. 

 “Gulliver’s Travels” is abundance with different modes of satire. As the story progresses from 

voyage to voyage, the form of satire transits from comic to bitter and finally corrosive which is almost 

intolerable for man. But every writer is the product of his age and Swift belongs to an age of smug 

complacency. Corruption was rampart and people were seeking pleasure in doing any evil without 

having any least compunction on their side. Thus Jonathan Swift tears the veil of smug complacency 

off to expose the realities for which people had blinded themselves. In “Gulliver’s Travels” from 

voyage to voyage, there is a satire on politics, human physiognomy, and intellect and on moral 

shortcomings. 

“Satire is the sort of glass wherein beholders do generally 

discover everybody’s face- but their own”. (J. Swift) 
  

In the first voyage to Lilliput, Swift satirizes on politics and political tactics practised in 

England through the picture of Lilliput. Swift mocks the manner in which political offices were 

awarded by English king in his time. Flimnap, the treasurer, represents Sir Robert Walpole, the prime 

Minister of England. Dancing on the tight ropes symbolizes Walpole’s skill in parliamentary tactics 

and political intrigues. Reldresal represents Lord Carteret who was ingratiated by Walpole to become 

Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. The ancient temple in which Gulliver was housed might be an oblique 

reference to Westminister Hall where Charles-I had been condemned to death, Swift mocks at the 

English king’s conferment of three fine silk threads to his political favourites. Swift is also pithy on 

his detail of the annoyance of the empress of Lilliput on extinguishing the fire of her palace is a 

reference to queen Anne’s annoyance with him on writing “A Tale of a Tub” in which Swift had 

attacked religious abuses but queen misinterpreted the book and got annoyed. Swift’s satire becomes 

amusing when Gulliver speaks of the conflict that highlights the theological disputes, between the 

big-Endians and the little-Endians in Lilliput. Thus Swift is ridiculing the conflict between the Roman 

Catholics and the Protestants. The rift between High Heel and Low Heel highlights the conflict 

between Whig and Tory – the two political parties in England. 

“Laws are like cobwebs, which may catch small flies, but let 

wasps and hornets break through.” Jonathan Swift 

 In the second voyage to Brobdingnag, Swift satires on the coarseness and ugliness of the 

human body. Here Swift looks at mankind with different lenses. The people in Brobdingnag are sixty 

to eighty feet high. Not only men and women are huge in size but every object of life is of enormous 
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size which gives a sheer contrast image than that of Lilliput. Gulliver here is an object of curiosity 

due to his micro size. Gulliver gives an account, to the king of Brobdingnag of the life of his own 

country, the trade, the wars, the conflicts in religion, the rift between the political parties – the king 

mocks and observes how contemptible is human grandeur which is being mimicked by such 

diminutive insects as Gulliver. The king remarks that the history of Gulliver country seems to him to 

be only a series of conspiracies, rebellions, murders revolutions and banishments etc. the king 

condemns the fatal use of gunpowder and the books written on the act of governing. The king mocks 

at the human race of which Gulliver is the representative.  

“I cannot but conclude the bulk of your natives to be the most 

pernicious race of little odious vermin that nature ever suffered to 

crawl upon the surface of the earth.” 

 In the third voyage to various islands there is a satire on human intellect, misuse of his 

sagacity on science. Here though Swift’s satire is not very bitter yet it envelopes the follies and 

absurdities made by man on the name of scientific progress. We are greatly amused by the useless 

experiments and researches which were going on at the academy of projectors in Lagado. 

 Here Swift mocks at the diverted intellect of scientists, academics, planners and all those who 

only proceed theories and are practically nil. Swift also satirizes historians and literary critics through 

Gulliver’s interviews with the ghosts of famous dead. 

 In the fourth voyage to Houyhnhnms there is a sharp and poignant satire on human moral 

short comings. This voyage contains the most corrosive and offensive satire on mankind. Here horses 

are ruling over man. The description of Yahoos (who represent human beings) given to us by Gulliver 

is pathetic. 

“Yet I confess I never saw any sensitive being so detestable on 

all accounts; and the more I came near them the more hateful 

they grew.” 

 By contrast, the Houyhnhnms are noble and benevolent animals who are governed by reason 

and who lead an ordered life. So it was a lethal attack on the human race to be represented inferior to 

Houyhnhnms mentally and morally. Gulliver tells master Houyhnhnms of all the evils and voices that 

were prevailing in European countries. Gulliver also tells about the numerous deadly weapons and 

the wars in western countries which were fought sometimes due to the ambitions of kings and 

sometimes due to corruption of the ministers. Then master Houyhnhnm opens the accounts of the 

habits and ways of life of the Yahoos. He speaks of their gluttony and love for shining stones. Gulliver 

remarks about the land of Houyhnhnms, 

“Here was neither physician to destroy my body, not lawyer 

to ruin my fortune; no informers to watch my words and 

actions.” 

 Finally we conclude that “Gulliver Travels” is a great piece of art containing social satire in 

it. Every satirist is at heart a reformist. Swift also wants to reform the society by pinpointing the vices 

and shortcomings in it. So he has been very successful in accomplishing his self-imposed duty. He 

says that the chief end of all his work is “to vex the world rather than divert it”. 

“I write for the noblest end, to inform and instruct mankind…... 

I write without any view towards profit or praise.”  
(J. Swift) 
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2. Use of Irony in “Gulliver’s Travels” 
 

 

 

“I have ever hated all nations, professions, and communities, and 

all my love is towards individuals…But principally I hate and 

detest that animal called man.”   (Jonathan Swift) 

 

Irony is one of the most important weapons of satire. Irony arises from a contrast between 

appearance and reality. Ironic situation means that the viewers or the readers know the real situation. 

“Gulliver’s Travels” is replete with verbal irony and irony of situation. 

“Gulliver’s Travels” is abundance with different modes of irony and satire. As the story 

progresses from voyage to voyage, the form of satire transits from comic to bitter and finally corrosive 

which is almost intolerable for man. But every writer is the product of his age and Swift belongs to 

an age of smug complacency. Corruption was rampart and people were seeking pleasure in doing any 

evil without having any least compunction on their side. Thus Jonathan Swift tears the veil of smug 

complacency off to expose the realities for which people had blinded themselves. In “Gulliver’s 

Travels” from voyage to voyage, there is a satire on politics, human physiognomy, and intellect and 

on moral shortcomings. 

 In the first voyage to Lilliput, Swift satirizes on politics and political tactics practised in 

England through the picture of Lilliput. Swift mocks the manner in which political offices were 

awarded by English king in his time. Flimnap, the treasurer, represents Sir Robert Walpole, the prime 

Minister of England. Dancing on the tight ropes symbolizes Walpole’s skill in parliamentary tactics 

and political intrigues. Reldresal represents Lord Carteret who was ingratiated by Walpole to become 

Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. The ancient temple in which Gulliver was housed might be an oblique 

reference to Westminister Hall where Charles-I had been condemned to death, Swift mocks at the 

English king’s conferment of three fine silk threads to his political favourites. Swift is also pithy on 

his detail of the annoyance of the empress of Lilliput on extinguishing the fire of her palace is a 

reference to Queen Anne’s annoyance with him on writing “A Tale of a Tub” in which Swift had 

attacked religious abuses but queen misinterpreted the book and got annoyed. Swift’s satire becomes 

amusing when Gulliver speaks of the conflict that highlights the theological disputes, between the 

big-Endians and the little-Endians in Lilliput. Thus Swift is ridiculing the conflict between the Roman 

Catholics and the Protestants. The rift between High Heel and Low Heel highlights the conflict 

between Whig and Tory – the two political parties in England. 

“Laws are like cobwebs, which may catch small flies, but let 

wasps and hornets break through.” Jonathan Swift 

 In the second voyage to Brobdingnag, Swift satires on the coarseness and ugliness of the 

human body. Here Swift looks at mankind with different lenses. The people in Brobdingnag are sixty 

to eighty feet high. Not only men and women are huge in size but every object of life is of enormous 

size which gives a sheer contrast image than that of Lilliput. Gulliver here is an object of curiosity 

due to his micro size. Gulliver gives an account, to the king of Brobdingnag of the life of his own 

country, the trade, the wars, the conflicts in religion, the rift between the political parties – the king 

mocks and observes how contemptible is human grandeur which is being mimicked by such 

diminutive insects as Gulliver. The king remarks that the history of Gulliver country seems to him to 

be only a series of conspiracies, rebellions, murders revolutions and banishments etc. the king 

condemns the fatal use of gunpowder and the books written on the act of governing. The king mocks 

at the human race of which Gulliver is the representative.  

“I cannot but conclude the bulk of your natives to be the most 

pernicious race of little odious vermin that nature ever 

suffered to crawl upon the surface of the earth.” 
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 In the third voyage to various islands there is a satire on human intellect, misuse of his 

sagacity on science. Here though Swift’s satire is not very bitter yet it envelopes the follies and 

absurdities made by man on the name of scientific progress. We are greatly amused by the useless 

experiments and researches which were going on at the academy of projectors in Lagado. 

 Here Swift mocks at the diverted intellect of scientists, academics, planners and all those who 

only proceed theories and are practically nil. Swift also satirizes historians and literary critics through 

Gulliver’s interviews with the ghosts of famous dead. 

 In the fourth voyage to Houyhnhnms there is a sharp and poignant satire on human moral 

short comings. This voyage contains the most corrosive and offensive satire on mankind. Here horses 

are ruling over man. The description of Yahoos (who represent human beings) given to us by Gulliver 

is pathetic. 

“Yet I confess I never saw any sensitive being so detestable on 

all accounts; and the more I came near them the more hateful 

they grew.” 

 By contrast, the Houyhnhnms are noble and benevolent animals who are governed by reason 

and who lead an ordered life. So it was a lethal attack on the human race to be represented inferior to 

Houyhnhnms mentally and morally. Gulliver tells master Houyhnhnms of all the evils and voices that 

were prevailing in European countries. Gulliver also tells about the numerous deadly weapons and 

the wars in western countries which were fought sometimes due to the ambitions of kings and 

sometimes due to corruption of the ministers. Then master Houyhnhnm opens the accounts of the 

habits and ways of life of the Yahoos. He speaks of their gluttony and love for shining stones. Gulliver 

remarks about the land of Houyhnhnms, 

“Here was neither physician to destroy my body, not lawyer 

to ruin my fortune; no informers to watch my words and 

actions.” 

In the end, we may conclude that that Swift’s use of iron has add much to his master piece, 

“Gulliver’s Travels”. Swift has made his novel unforgettable, widely a plausible, and generally 

appreciable. The ironic touches and sarcastic remarks make this novel interesting and amusing. 

“I began last week to permit my wife to sit at dinner with 

me, at the farthest end of a large table; and to answer the 

few questions I asked her”. (Gulliver to his wife) 
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03 – Misanthrope (hatred for mankind) 

Swift as a Wounded Moralist / Swift’s Wrath upon Human 

Foibles (faults, weaknesses) 

Q. From your reading of Gulliver’s Travels, what impression have you formed of Swift’s 

attitude towards mankind? Would you describe him as a misanthrope? 

Q. Swift has been charged with misanthropy. Uphold or refute the charge with concrete 

evidence from his works, especially “Gulliver’s Travels”. 

  

Swift is regarded as the bitterest satirical writer amongst his contemporaries. “Gulliver’s 

Travels” is a great expression of his such bitter attitude. No doubt, most of the critics allege him for 

being misanthrope due to his acute disgust for mankind. But with a deep and critical evaluation of the 

book, we can very strongly assert that Swift is not a misanthrope at all rather he is a philanthrope. It 

is the misconception of those who think Swift as a misanthrope. On the other hand Swift only wants 

to reform mankind out of their follies and stupidities. He says that the chief end of all his labour is: 

“to vex the world rather than divert it.” 

Secondly, he declares that: 

“I have ever hated all nations, professions and communities 

and all my love is towards individuals… But principally I 

hate and detest that animal called man”. 

Swift wrote about so much of what he observed, his work has been studied not only for its 

contribution to the historical library of work, but also for its hallmark as a canon of satirical writing. 

‘Gulliver’s Travels’ is perhaps Swift’s most prolific and well known work. In it Swift explores gender 

differences, politics, class, money, race, science, education, exploration, and more with satirical 

commentary on each. This novel is an anatomy of human nature and is often criticized for its apparent 

misanthropy. It asks its readers to refute it, to deny that it has not adequately characterized human 

nature and society. Swift has savagely satirized English politics and profoundly criticized modern 

philosophy and science. His was a magnificent author, without his ‘Gulliver’s Travels’, there would 

be a great gap in the art of literature. Alexander Pope rightly stated, “it is universally read, from 

cabinet council to nursery”. 

Moreover we see that though Swift seems to challenge the emotions in mankind yet it does 

not mean that he condemns emotions completely in man, he believes that: 

“Man is capable of becoming rational if he makes the necessary efforts.” 

 Despite that we see that Swift is notorious for being misanthrope and he was subjected to 

this allegation during his lifetime because the critics, identifying Gulliver with Swift, attributed 

Gulliver’s blunders to Swift. It is an undeniable and indisputable fact that Gulliver becomes a 

misanthrope in the last voyage. The hatred he develops against the mankind in general, his disgust 

with the captain and other members of the ship, his disliking for his own wife and children are enough 

evidence to declare Gulliver a Misanthrope. 

 No doubt, Gulliver starts preferring horses to men. But if we critically evaluate the character 

of Gulliver in fourth voyage. We can have a strong reason of Gulliver’s such act. We observe that 

in the fourth voyage, Gulliver reaches a country of animals, ruled by animals. There are two categories 

of animals living there. The ugly and repulsive brutes – Yahoos: 

“Yahoos who are unteachable brutes, cunning, gluttonous and disposed to 

great mischief.” 
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 And comparatively, there are better and nice looking animals – Houyhnhnms. The moment 

he enters the country, he is confronted with Yahoos and they give him such a nasty and obnoxious 

treatment that he develops a disliking for them in his heart, which is later converted into hatred owing 

to their disgusting physical appearance and their filthy and mischievous way of life. But his first 

meeting with Houyhnhnms, on the other hand, proves to be a nice experience. And this: 

“First impression proves the last impressions.” 

They secure him against Yahoos, behave with him properly and gracefully escort him to their abode. 

“The behaviour of horses show him to be animals with an extraordinary 

power of understanding.” 

 Naturally, this kind of treatment creates a sort of fondness in Gulliver’s heart for Houyhnhnms 

and their way of life. Upto this time, nothing is objectionable, but his fault begins when he becomes 

so enamored of Houyhnhnms that he starts hating man or equating Yahoos with men and on this 

concept he begins to abhor man. 

 He develops a “general hatred against all men”. All the subsequent incidents, his hatred 

against the Captain, against his family, etc. reflect his misanthropy. The blunder which Gulliver 

committed is that he over-idealizes horses due to their pure intellectual outlook. He blames emotions 

and sentiments for every corruption of man.  So, he mis-idealizes Houyhnhnms due to their pure 

intellect, somehow establishes a subjective ideal before him i.e. to be a man is to have pure intellect. 

He thinks: 

“The only remedy for going away with Man’s corruption 

and pollution is to get rid of all kinds of emotions.” 

In the country of Houyhnhnms, when Gulliver has a choice, he adopts the Houyhnhnms way of life, 

completely rejecting Yahoos path. But when he is compelled to leave the country, it is but natural for 

him to hate it. 

 But it is wrong to detest Man, equating him with Yahoos and it is again inappropriate to set 

up the ideal of perfect man on the basis of Houyhnhnms’ pure intellect because neither a Houyhnhnm 

nor a Yahoo is a man, instead, man is a juxtaposition of both intellect and emotions. 

“The best code of conduct is Golden Mean which is ‘balance’.” 

 So he mis-defines Man. However, the fact of the matter remains whether Swift becomes a 

misanthrope or not, but can we impute Gulliver’s misanthropy to Swift? If we virtually, succeed to 

establish some identity between Swift and Gulliver, Swift, too, will become a misanthrope. 

 But according to Swift a man is he who strikes a balance between rationality and sensuality 

and this balance is not gifted by birth. It has to be acquired. That’s why even Gulliver is subjected to 

Swift’s satire, for he loses the said balance. 

 That is the reason we don’t identify Gulliver with Swift and, inspite of Gulliver’s misanthropy, 

we call Swift a great philanthropist, as he himself says: 

“I write for the noblest end, to inform and instruct mankind.” 
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04 – ‘Gulliver’s Travels as an Allegory 
“Gulliver’s Travels” as a Children’s Classic or Story / 

As an Adventure Story with a Purpose 

 

Q. “Gulliver’s Travels” a great work of Allegory. (Allegory)عالمت/تمثیل(: A short moral story) 

  

“The durability of “Gulliver’s Travels” goes to show that, if the 

force of belief is behind it, a world-view which only just passes 

the test of sanity is sufficient to produce a great work of art".   

 (George Orwell)   

‘Gulliver’s Travels’ became a children classic soon after its publication. It is considered as a 

tale of adventure and as a fanciful account of wonderful lands. But it is not the whole of the story. 

‘Gulliver’s Travels’ is not merely an adventure story or a fairy tale, it is an allegorical satire. 

Allegory means a story based on two levels, “apparent level and deeper”. “Gulliver’s Travels” 

by Jonathan Swift is a masterpiece of Allegory because on the surface, it contains a story full of 

adventure and fanciful accounts of strange and wonderful lands that appeal to the young minds up to 

a great extent but on deeper level it is a story full of bitter satire on the stupidities and absurdities of 

mankind in general, and on English politics and politicians of the time, in particular. 

Swift wrote about so much of what he observed, his work has been studied not only for its 

contribution to the historical library of work, but also for its hallmark as a canon of satirical writing. 

‘Gulliver’s Travels’ is perhaps Swift’s most prolific and well known work. In it Swift explores gender 

differences, politics, class, money, race, science, education, exploration, and more with satirical 

commentary on each. This novel is an anatomy of human nature and is often criticized for its apparent 

misanthropy. It asks its readers to refute it, to deny that it has not adequately characterized human 

nature and society. Swift has savagely satirized English politics and profoundly criticized modern 

philosophy and science. His was a magnificent author, without his ‘Gulliver’s Travels’, there would 

be a great gap in the art of literature. Alexander Pope rightly stated, “it is universally read, from 

cabinet council to nursery”. 

 In the first voyage to Lilliput, we see that Gulliver gets ship-wrecked and swims to the shore 

of Lilliput. Here the people are pigmies and hardly above than six inches in height. Gulliver becomes 

an object of curiosity. The manner in which several ladders are applied by the Lilliputians to 

Gulliver’s side in order to provide food to him is even more amusing. He is given the name “man-

mountain”. The way Gulliver cripples the fleet of Blefuscu by his hands is also incredible and 

exciting. Similarly the customs of Lilliputians, their dancing on the tight rope, conflict between Big 

Endians and Little Endians, and between high heel and low heel are also a great source of amusement 

to us.  

“They bury their dead with their head directly downward 

because they hold an opinion that in eleven thousand moon, 

they are all to rise again.” 

 The story touches the height of adventure when Gulliver reaches the land of Brobdingnag 

inhabited by monstrous-looking giants who are twelve times the height of Gulliver. Here too Gulliver 

becomes an object of curiosity but for the opposite reason. The animals, insects, trees, fruit, vegetables 

are multi-times larger than in England. A rat is of the size of a big dog in England. 

 Gulliver confronts a lot of hazardous situations in Brobdingnag which keep the interest of a 

young reader alive. 
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 The voyage to Laputa, Lagado and other islands is also full of interesting and mysterious 

incidents. In Laputa, the flying island, every eatable thing i.e. the mutton, the beef, the pudding are 

given geometrical shapes or the shape of musical instruments. The manner in which flappers draw 

the attention of their master is also very funny. The experiments which are in progress at the Academy 

of projectors in Lagado are a series of ridiculous situations on which we amuse a lot. Gulliver’s 

interviews with the ghosts and spirit of the great dead on the island of Gulbdrubdrib are also a source 

of great interest. 

 In the fourth voyage, Gulliver’s adventure touches the apex when we see that in the land of 

Houyhnhnms, horses are the master and Yahoos (human beings in resemblance) are the slave. The 

horses can talk to one another and can even teach their language to a human being. The Houyhnhnms 

(horses) have a wonderful organization and a perfect system by which they govern themselves. 

 So on the apparent level, all the four voyages contain the situations and incidents full of risky 

adventures in a very funny and interesting manner and one can hardly reckon that these funny 

episodes of Gulliver’s adventure can bear in deep sense a very lethal and poignant satire on the follies 

and absurdities of mankind. 

 When we have a glance in the bottom of the story of the novel we see that the adventure story 

of Gulliver is written with a purpose. For example, in the voyage to Brobdingnag, Swift satires on 

the ugliness of the human body. Here Swift looks at mankind with different lenses. The people in 

Brobdingnag are sixty to eighty feet high. Not only men and women are huge in size but every object 

of life is of enormous size which gives a sheer contrast image than that of Lilliput. Gulliver here is 

an object of curiosity due to his micro size. The king of Brobdingnag remarks that the history of 

Gulliver country seems to him to be only a series of conspiracies, rebellions, murders revolutions and 

banishments etc. the king condemns the fatal use of gunpowder and the books written on the act of 

governing. The king mocks at the human race of which Gulliver is the representative.  

“I cannot but conclude the bulk of your natives to be the most 

pernicious race of little odious vermin that nature ever 

suffered to crawl upon the surface of the earth.” 

 In the voyage to various islands there is a satire on human intellect, misuse of his sagacity 

on science. Here though Swift’s satire is not very bitter yet it envelopes the follies and absurdities 

made by man on the name of scientific progress. We are greatly amused by the useless experiments 

and researches which were going on at the academy of projectors in Lagado. 

 In the voyage to Houyhnhnms there is a bitter satire on human moral short comings. This 

voyage contains the most offensive satire on mankind. Here horses are ruling over man. The 

description of Yahoos (who represent human beings) given to us by Gulliver is pathetic. 

“Yet I confess I never saw any sensitive being so detestable on 

all accounts; and the more I came near them the more hateful 

they grew.” 

 Thus we conclude that “Gulliver’s Travels” is a great work of allegory. The book is one of 

the bitterest and most scathing indictments of the human race in English literature. The whole book 

is written in a fanciful manner, but beneath the fiction and under the surface there lies a serious 

purpose “to vex the world rather than divert it”. 

“I never wonder to see men wicked, but I often wonder to 

see them not shamed”.      (Jonathan Swift) 
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05 – Gulliver as a Narrator 
Change in Gulliver’s Character / 

Manipulation of the Protagonist (Gulliver) 

 

Q. Examine Swift’s use of Lemuel Gulliver as a narrator and an observer. 

Q. What is the function of Lemuel Gulliver in Gulliver’s Travels? 

Q. Explain the role of Lemuel Gulliver in Swift’s book “Gulliver’s Travels”. 

 Gulliver is a fictitious character created by Jonathan Swift with the purpose to make people 

believe about certain plausibilities which in general were impossible by any living character. Gulliver 

is primarily an observer and a narrator. He narrates all that he observes in such a skilful manner to 

keep his reader’s interest alive from the very beginning to the end. He is an eloquent commentator 

and a mode of transforming Swift’s sharp and intangible criticism palatable (pleasant, tasty) to his 

readers. 

 Gulliver serves as a mouthpiece or spokesman of Swift so closely that we hardly differentiate 

one with another. His all narration using first person pronoun “I” also make the reader believe that 

Swift himself speaks and narrates the ins and outs of his life. Similarly whenever Gulliver condemns 

human follies, exposes man’s absurdities, unveils moral, social, political and economic corruption of 

mankind, we undoubtedly believe that it is Swift who is speaking. No doubt if Swift had directly 

lashed mankind, he might not have been able to justify his impartiality. Gulliver is the chief character 

in the book. We see things through his eyes. The book starts with the complete details of Gulliver’s 

early life, his social status, his studies and interest in medicine, and his marriage and children. He is 

intelligent, brave and has an ability to face the odds of life. He is adventurous and able to manipulate 

the things in certain conditions. His craze for the exploration of the world seizes him up to such an 

extent that he dares to leave everything behind him and unexpectedly reaches such places which are 

unheard and unseen for us. 

Swift wrote about so much of what he observed, his work has been studied not only for its 

contribution to the historical library of work, but also for its hallmark as a canon of satirical writing. 

‘Gulliver’s Travels’ is perhaps Swift’s most prolific and well known work. In it Swift explores gender 

differences, politics, class, money, race, science, education, exploration, and more with satirical 

commentary on each. This novel is an anatomy of human nature and is often criticized for its apparent 

misanthropy. It asks its readers to refute it, to deny that it has not adequately characterized human 

nature and society. Swift has savagely satirized English politics and profoundly criticized modern 

philosophy and science. His was a magnificent author, without his ‘Gulliver’s Travels’, there would 

be a great gap in the art of literature. Alexander Pope rightly stated, “it is universally read, from 

cabinet council to nursery”. 

“Gulliver’s Travels”, is the story of a fictional character, Lemuel Gulliver and his four unusual 

voyages around the world. Gulliver, the narrator of the novel, is a physician who is obsessed with 

travelling and discovery. This novel begins with a short preamble in which Gulliver gives brief outline 

of his life and history prior to his voyages. The novel is divided into four parts, each about a different 

place. Gulliver meets a series of mishaps in his voyages and reaches several unknown and mysterious 

lands.  He lives there with different people and animals of unusual sizes, behaviours and philosophies. 

After every voyage he returns home and after some time starts a new voyage. All of his four voyages 

bring new perspectives to Gulliver’s life and new opportunities for satirizing the ways of England. 

  

When Gulliver finds himself in Lilliput he observes everything very minutely and does not 

let anything skip considering it unimportant. The people in Lilliput are six inches high but they have 
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a complete mechanism of their life. Gulliver gives us a detailed description of their laws, customs, 

beliefs and even their superstitions. As the people are only six inches high, so everything in Lilliput 

is in an exact proportionate i.e. houses, animals, trees and plants. Their wars, internal and external, 

their clashes on political and religious differences are also described as perfectly as someone has 

really witnessed everything by his own eyes. 

 In Brobdingnag, again Gulliver’s deep observation is manifestation of his great care and 

minuteness. He describes the people, surroundings and every nook and corner with a great care and 

concern. The king’s palace is a heap of buildings covering seven miles round. Gulliver’s impressions 

on the sight of the beggars a woman with a cancer in her breast, a man having tumor in his neck and 

another man with wooden legs, are all disgusting and smashing human delicacy in every respect. 

 In Laputa, his sense of observation still remains alive and he describes everything as 

accordingly as the previous voyages. 

“Their hands were all reclined either to the right or to the 

left; one of their eyes turned inward, and the other directly 

up to the zenith.” 

Gulliver not only narrates the story with deep concern and observation but he also maintains 

our interest through his comments on the things he observes. He describes about the Lord in Laputa 

in such words: 

“There was a great Lord at court, nearly related to the king, 

and for the reason alone used with respect. He was universally 

stupid person among them.” 

 He touches the pulse of dramatic incidents, arouses curiosity up to such height that reader is 

always in wait for what happens next. The mystery of flying island and astounding behaviour of its 

people is incredible. The description of the projecting Academies in Lagado is also full of fun with 

deep essence of mock at the follies of the people. Gulliver’s meeting with the governor of 

Glubdrubdrib and calling the ghosts of dead seem to be very much informative though slightly 

exaggerated. 

 In the last voyage to Houyhnhnms, Gulliver takes us into the realm of wonders where horses 

are master having extraordinary ability of speaking and thinking. They are rational in every aspect of 

life whereas Yahoos here deprived of rationality and are totally slave of emotions. “Yahoos who are 

unteachable brutes, cunning, gluttonous and disposed to great mischief”. Through his conversation 

with his master horse, Gulliver presents a panorama of that land. Gulliver describes their periodical 

meetings concerned with tight rules and regulations. 

“I have ever hated all nations, professions, and communities, and 

all my love is towards individuals…But principally I hate and 

detest that animal called man.” (Jonathan Swift) 

 Thus throughout the voyages, we see Gulliver’s grip very strong in his narrative. He is very 

descriptive in his every account and does not let anything loose on his end. He not only narrates the 

story but also comments on the things and events as a strong critic that make his commentary more 

valuable. His worthy criticism takes him on the position of a moral judge that his entire purpose is to 

instruct and reform mankind. So we can conclude justifiably that Gulliver performs his given task as 

a narrator very accurately. Though he is an abstraction and manipulated in the service of satire, yet 

he strikes us as a real and living personality. 

“The durability of “Gulliver’s Travels” goes to show that, if the 

force of belief is behind it, a world-view which only just passes 

the test of sanity is sufficient to produce a great work of art".   

 (George Orwell)   
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06– Mock Utopia 
 

 The concept of “mock-utopia” has been origined by the great philosopher Plato who 

presented the concept of utopia which means the world of ideals based on reason and intellect. Swift 

in his fourth voyage has also endeavored to present a comparison between the life of emotions and 

the life of reason through his “mock-utopia”. 

 Houyhnhnms’ land was Swift’s utopia. The Houyhnhnms were his ideal creatures. In the 

language of this land the word Houyhnhnms meant “perfection of nature”. These horses were guided 

in all their actions by nature and reason. Hence it seemed a perfect ideal land.  

“The behaviour of the horses shows him to be animals with an extra 

ordinary power of understanding.” 

 Utopia is a term with reference to Plato. His idea of a perfect or ideal land. He set a detailed 

theory of his imaginary or ideal land. That was Plato’s utopia. Swift here presented Houyhnhnm’s 

land his ideal or perfect land. But he adopted a mock-style of Plato’s theory of utopia by presenting 

Houyhnhnms land his ideal land. Therefore, it is a mock-utopia. 

 His dramatic hero Gulliver undertook four voyages to various lands. This novel begins with 

a short preamble (introduction, preface, prelude, opening, explanation) in which Gulliver gives brief outline 

of his life and history prior to his voyages. The novel is divided into four parts, each about a different 

place. Gulliver meets a series of mishaps in his voyages and reaches several unknown and mysterious 

lands.  He lives there with different people and animals of unusual sizes, behaviours and philosophies. 

After every voyage he returns home and after some time starts a new voyage. All of his four voyages 

bring new perspectives to Gulliver’s life and new opportunities for satirizing the ways of England. In 

the end, he explored his mock-ideal land. Because he idealized Houyhnhnms and did not want to 

return home considering the world of Houyhnhnms a perfect, land. 

“I had no occasion of bribing, flattering, or pimping, to procure the 

favour of any great man or of his minion. I wanted no fence against 

fraud or oppression.” 

 In Brobdingnag he was treated like a strange insect. His position was very humiliating. So, he 

wanted to return home. He was happy to be picked up by eagle or by ship. Because, again he was not 

in an ideal land and also because he was having a self-pride of being an English who were ruling over 

most of the parts of the world. 

 From Laputa and Lagado he was also anxious to return home. When he discovered the misery 

of their existence he wanted to return home. He was happy to be back with his family. Because the 

world of Laputa and Lagado were not good enough to be idealized by any aspect. With the passage 

of time Gulliver got fed up of living there anymore and returned. 

 But in the fourth voyage he met marvelous creatures whom he regarded as perfect. These were 

Houyhnhnms who lived according to nature and reason. He wanted to live there forever because he 

did not find any slightest moral lapse in the horses. In this country there was no danger at all of the 

treachery or of any injury from secret or open enemy because the society of the Houyhnhnms was 

totally free from such evils. Despite his intense desire to continue living in the company of 

Houyhnhnms forever, Gulliver was forced to leave the country. He felt very grief-stricken and fell 

into a swoon. On coming back to his senses, Gulliver said that even death would have been preferable 

to the punishment of expulsion from the society of the Houyhnhnms. 

“I have ever hated all nations, professions, and communities, and 

all my love is towards individuals…But principally I hate and 

detest that animal called man.” (Jonathan Swift) 

For more notes, papers, test series visit www.notespk.com



MA English Part I – Paper IV (Prose) – By: Nauman Sadaf 57 
 

 In the ship, he met the finest specimen of humanity but he hated them. When he was persuaded 

to return home, he was horrified by the sight and smelt of his family because Gulliver idealized the 

land of horses that was his Utopia land. 

 Houyhnhnms were rational being. They did not have any controversies. They reached such a 

high level of understanding that they did not need any government or laws. They had no word in their 

language to express anything evil. They had no word for “lies”. If they wanted to say that someone 

had told a lie, they would say that he had “said the thing which was not”. They had no cheating, no 

lies, no corruption, no meanness, no whoring. None of them had any desire for power of riches. They 

had no diseases. Because one gets diseases when one lives contrary to nature. They were free of seven 

deadly sins. 

 There was, however, no equality in this utopia. Society was organized on a rigid caste system. 

The heavenly joy of love and marriage, the joy of living with one’s children, the pleasure of reading 

and writing, the thrill of living and even dying for the country – these and thousand other pleasure 

had never entered their lives, having never fallen they didn’t know the value of goodness. They were 

proud of their own form and qualities. They were prejudiced against Yahoos and were unreasonable 

in their treatment with them. They observed strict birth-control and so they lived on exactly as they 

were without joy or grief. As George Orwell has said: 

“The reason by which they are governed is really a desire for death.” 

 Swift’s literary art can fully be understood when his masterpieces are read with the 

phenomenon of political censorship in mind. Swift’s fiercely ironic novels and essays were 

immensely popular in his own time for their ribald humour and imaginative insight into human nature. 

These great works of Swift include, ‘Gulliver’s Travels’ and ‘The Tale of a Tub’. Swift’s object was 

to expose and express political and social criticism through indirection. 

Swift wrote about so much of what he observed, his work has been studied not only for its 

contribution to the historical library of work, but also for its hallmark as a canon of satirical writing. 

‘Gulliver’s Travels’ is perhaps Swift’s most prolific and well known work. In it Swift explores gender 

differences, politics, class, money, race, science, education, exploration, and more with satirical 

commentary on each. This novel is an anatomy of human nature and is often criticized for its apparent 

misanthropy. It asks its readers to refute it, to deny that it has not adequately characterized human 

nature and society. Swift has savagely satirized English politics and profoundly criticized modern 

philosophy and science.  

Thus to conclude the discussion, we can rightly say that Swift has artistically and deliberately 

opened up the chapter of Utopia originated by Plato and delineated his school of thought through his 

mock-Utopia that the desire of such world practically cannot be idealized by any reason. 

“The durability of “Gulliver’s Travels” goes to show that, if the 

force of belief is behind it, a world-view which only just passes 

the test of sanity is sufficient to produce a great work of art".   

 (George Orwell)   
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07 – Swift’s Prose Style 
 

 All the great writers have a style of their own, which is peculiar, particular and unique. 

Although different writers are greatly inspired and influenced by the great masters and stylist writers 

yet they are successful in evolving a charming, attractive and appealing style of their own. They are 

recognized by their style. Jonathan Swift was a great literary figure. He also evolved a style of his 

own and won worldwide fame and popularity. He was greatly admired because of his unique original 

and genuine style of writing prose. Here we are concerned with the multifarious aspects of Swift’s 

prose style. He has not used conventional and traditional devices to adorn and furnish his masterpiece. 

His approach and outlook about life is simple, marvelous, matchless, unique and unsurpassed. His 

style is in accordance with the neo-classicists. 

 A good prose style is both a matter of the choice of words and their arrangement to form 

complete, compact and meaningful sentences. The writer must have a large store of words ready for 

use. The words play a very important role in enhancing the effect of a piece of literature, because the 

words have literal, emotional and potential meanings. The emotional overtones of the words are 

helpful and useful for the writers to be effective and charming. Hence a writer must be aware of their 

apparent, literal and emotional meanings and the potentially associated values. 

 The most important quality of Jonathan Swift’s prose style is that we may find in it intimation 

and cordiality between extreme simplicity and the greatest effectiveness. His style is the very 

perfection of English prose. The clarity of ideas, transparency of views and vividness of images are 

remarkable for their originality and newness. 

 His style possess clarity, vividness, flexibility, absolute effectiveness and economy of 

expression. There are no imaginative flights, no soaring in imagination, no raptures of idealism and 

no frenzy of passions. All the things are clear, vivid, transparent and precise to the possible extent. 

 In ‘Gulliver’s Travels’ we may find the use of right word at right place. There is neither the 

Divine simplicity of Bunyan nor majesty of Milton. 

 Herbert has quite aptly remarked; 

“However widely Swift’s vision might extend however deep his 

insight may be, his mode of compression remains simple, 

obvious and comprehensive”. 

 “Gulliver’s Travel” is the most famous masterpiece of Swift which shows extreme simplicity 

and clarity of ideas. We may see from the first chapter to the last one that Swift’s ideas are 

transparent and easily comprehensible. Swift, form political pamphlets to the great masterpiece i.e. 

“A Tale of Tub”, “Battle of Books” and “Gulliver’s Travel” seems to be achieving the objects of 

artistic qualities. 

 In Swift’s hands, English prose became a highly flexible and precise instrument. His 

achievements have the infinite possibilities of English prose. In an era that produced some of the 

greatest stylists in English prose, Swift easily stands out as the greatest.  

 A prominent critic remarks; “Of all English prose writers, Swift is the most flexible, most 

perfect as an instrument, and the most accurate one”. 

 Swift’s age was an age of reason and wit so he fixed a sign board of no entry for imagination 

and fancy. Swift discarded both imagination and emotions. He tries to convince his readers on solid 

grounds. He appeals to their minds, not to their hearts. Moreover he presented criticism of life and 

social mannerism and this may be done without any affiliation with imagination. 

 Swift’s masterpieces namely ‘A Tale of Tub’ such subtle passions and emotions. He 

commented harshly on the social evils, religious controversy, political disturbances, mental 

disharmony, intellectual ailment, philosophic imperfection and psychological unrest and disorder. 
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These are the subjects which may be treated only on the intellectual and rational level. So he did not 

use imagination and fancy. 

Irony and satire are used masterly in “Gulliver’s Travels”. As the story progresses from 

voyage to voyage, the form of satire transits from comic to bitter and finally corrosive which is almost 

intolerable for man. But every writer is the product of his age and Swift belongs to an age of smug 

complacency. Corruption was rampart and people were seeking pleasure in doing any evil without 

having any least compunction on their side. Thus Jonathan Swift tears the veil of smug complacency 

off to expose the realities for which people had blinded themselves. In “Gulliver’s Travels” from 

voyage to voyage, there is a satire on politics, human physiognomy, and intellect and on moral 

shortcomings. 

 In the first voyage to Lilliput, Swift satirizes on politics and political tactics practised in 

England through the picture of Lilliput. Swift mocks the manner in which political offices were 

awarded by English king in his time.  

“Laws are like cobwebs, which may catch small flies, but let 

wasps and hornets break through.” Jonathan Swift 

 In the second voyage to Brobdingnag, Swift satires on the coarseness and ugliness of the 

human body. Here Swift looks at mankind with different lenses. The king of Brobdingnag mocks at 

the human race of which Gulliver is the representative.  

“I cannot but conclude the bulk of your natives to be the most 

pernicious race of little odious vermin that nature ever 

suffered to crawl upon the surface of the earth.” 

 In the third voyage to various islands there is a satire on human intellect, misuse of his 

sagacity on science. Here though Swift’s satire is not very bitter yet it envelopes the follies and 

absurdities made by man on the name of scientific progress. In the fourth voyage to Houyhnhnms 

there is a sharp and poignant satire on human moral short comings. This voyage contains the most 

corrosive and offensive satire on mankind. Here horses are ruling over man. The description of 

Yahoos (who represent human beings) given to us by Gulliver is pathetic. 

“Yet I confess I never saw any sensitive being so detestable on 

all accounts; and the more I came near them the more hateful 

they grew.” 

Swift wrote about so much of what he observed, his work has been studied not only for its 

contribution to the historical library of work, but also for its hallmark as a canon of satirical writing. 

‘Gulliver’s Travels’ is perhaps Swift’s most prolific and well known work. In it Swift explores gender 

differences, politics, class, money, race, science, education, exploration, and more with satirical 

commentary on each. This novel is an anatomy of human nature and is often criticized for its apparent 

misanthropy. It asks its readers to refute it, to deny that it has not adequately characterized human 

nature and society. Swift has savagely satirized English politics and profoundly criticized modern 

philosophy and science. His was a magnificent author, without his ‘Gulliver’s Travels’, there would 

be a great gap in the art of literature. Alexander Pope rightly stated, “it is universally read, from 

cabinet council to nursery”. 

 Swift’s style is extremely unadorned and bare. Yet a subtle use of irony prevents it from 

being completely flat. Swift pays no tribute to passions nor he excites surprise and admiration. He is 

quite straightforward in his dealing with his objectives. 

 But we may not say that he does not make use of imagery because he is not totally devoid of 

the faculty of imagination. He makes a forceful and even brilliant use of metaphors in his books both 

for the critical purpose and the serious purpose. Swift’s style is compact. Everything is cleat in his 

style. 
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 In the end, we may say that Swift’s style is exemplary, marvelous and excellent. Swift has 

amalgamated all these elements to produce an amazing and beautiful style. 

 

“The durability of “Gulliver’s Travels” goes to show that, if the 

force of belief is behind it, a world-view which only just passes 

the test of sanity is sufficient to produce a great work of art".   

 (George Orwell)   

 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

8. Themes in “Gulliver’s Travels” 
Theme of Human Nature in “Gulliver’s Travels” 

 

"I cannot but conclude the bulk of your natives to be the most 

pernicious race of little odious vermin that nature ever suffered to 

crawl upon the surface of the earth." (Jonathan Swift, “Gulliver’s Travels”) 

 

Being a satire, the general theme of ‘Gulliver’s Travels’ is that serious defects in a person, 

department or ways of life are dangerous for society. All the four voyages in ‘Gulliver’s Travels’ 

serve as a vehicle for Swift to expose and condemn some aspect of human folly. 

 

The theme of human nature is central to “Gulliver’s Travels”. Every issue in the book either 

leads to it or ends on it. The whole action is structured on the question, “Why are men so often vicious 

and cruel?” And the answer is because they so frequently surrender to evil. All the four voyages show 

the progressive degeneration of human nature in its various facts. Then the end of the novel is so 

horrible that the degeneration of human nature seems not only complete but also leaves little chance 

of its revival. 

 

Throughout his journeys Gulliver comes into contact with several different races of people, 

all of which are narrow-minded in some way. Many of the peoples are noticeably narrow-minded, 

such as the Lilliputians, who have wars over the correct way to cut open an egg. Even the 

Houyhnhnms, who are so valued by Gulliver, cannot believe there are other reasonable ways of living. 

Much of Swift's satirical focus is on people who cannot see past, their own ways, their own power, 

or their own beliefs. Readers, especially his contemporary readers, can see themselves in some of this 

satire. 
   

In “Gulliver’s Travels”, otherness plays a large part. Throughout his journeys Gulliver never 

quite fits in, regardless of how long he stays. To some extent, this is a matter of size. In Lilliput, he 

is the only giant. In Brobdingnag, everyone else is giant and he is small. Mainly, however, it is a 

matter of being different and simply from elsewhere. On his final journey, when he is captain and his 

crew revolts, they leave him on an unfamiliar island. In Houyhnhnm, where there actually are human 

beings, they are disgusting creatures with whom Gulliver certainly cannot relate. Finally, after 

spending years with the Houyhnhnms and coming to consider them better in every way than 
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humanity, Gulliver is still a human. Yet, his experience has made him an outsider in England, 

completely disgusted with even his own wife and children. 
 

In “Gulliver’s Travels” the reader comes to realize that much in the world really is relative. 

Gulliver's first journey lands him in Lilliput where he is called the Mountain Man, because the people 

there are only five to six inches tall. On the other hand, in Brobdingnag, Gulliver is tiny compared to 

the enormous creatures who find him and keep him as a pet. Gulliver spends a great deal of time 

thinking on this situation when he arrives in Brobdingnag.  
 

Gulliver adds, "Undoubtedly Philosophers are in the right when they tell us, that nothing is 

great or little otherwise than by Comparison”. After spending time with the Houyhnhnms, Gulliver 

considers them above humanity in nearly every way. Returning to England, Gulliver is disgusted by 

the humans he formerly loved and instead chooses to spend his time in the shed with his horses. 

Gulliver remarks about the land of Houyhnhnms 

“Here was neither physician to destroy my body, not lawyer 

to ruin my fortune; no informers to watch my words and 

actions.” 

The use and abuse of power is a recurring theme throughout the novel. The Lilliputians, 

despite their small size, exercise considerable power over Gulliver. The Brobdingnagians treat 

Gulliver as a plaything. Similarly, in the last voyage, the Houyhnhnms use their power over Yahoos.  

 

Truth and deception also are prominent themes in “Gulliver’s Travels”. In Lilliput he learns 

that for the Lilliputians lying is a capital punishment and is considered worse than stealing. In the 

country of the Houyhnhnms, Gulliver is surprised to learn that the Houyhnhnms have no concept of 

what it means to lie. Their complete honesty is part of what makes Gulliver decide that they are the 

noblest creatures on Earth. 
 

“I have ever hated all nations, professions, and communities, and 

all my love is towards individuals…But principally I hate and 

detest that animal called man.” (Jonathan Swift) 
 

Swift wrote about so much of what he observed, his work has been studied not only for its 

contribution to the historical library of work, but also for its hallmark as a canon of satirical writing. 

‘Gulliver’s Travels’ is perhaps Swift’s most prolific and well known work. In it Swift explores 

human nature, gender differences, politics, class, money, race, science, education, exploration, 

and more with satirical commentary on each. This novel is an anatomy of human nature and is often 

criticized for its apparent misanthropy. It asks its readers to refute it, to deny that it has not adequately 

characterized human nature and society. Swift has savagely satirized English politics and profoundly 

criticized modern philosophy and science. He was a magnificent author, without his ‘Gulliver’s 

Travels’, there would be a great gap in the art of literature. Alexander Pope rightly stated, “it is 

universally read, from cabinet council to nursery”. 

When Swift was writing “Gulliver’s Travels”, England was undergoing a lot of political 

shuffling. George I was an unpopular king who had gained his throne with the help of the Whig party. 

The Whig ministers then used their power against the Tories and Swift. Jonathan Swift was a Tory 

himself and he resented their actions. Swift has depicted this situation in his voyages in “Gulliver’s 

Travels”. 
 

“Laws are like cobwebs, which may catch small flies, but let wasps 

and hornets break through.” 

― Jonathan Swift 
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In short, Swift has discussed different evil and good aspects of human nature in “Gulliver’s 

Travels”. All that Swift has done is to expose the evil aspects of man’s nature and to motivate human 

beings to develop their rational abilities. 

 

“The durability of “Gulliver’s Travels” goes to show that, if the 

force of belief is behind it, a world-view which only just passes 

the test of sanity is sufficient to produce a great work of art".   

 (George Orwell)   
 

 
************** 

 

 

 

“Gulliver’s Travels” - University Questions 
 

Q. What are the characteristics of Swift’s satire? / Swift’s satire grows more and more        

bitter  as he progresses from book of his ‘Gulliver’s Travels’. Discuss. / What are the 

literary techniques Swift draws upon to downscale man and his achievements? 

Q. Swift’s satire is destructive in approach but constructive in nature. Explain. 

Q. Discuss Gulliver’s Travels as “Children and Adult Classic”. 

Q. What characteristics are responsible for the popularity of “Gulliver’s Travels”? 

Q. Swift is charged of Misanthropy. Discuss. / From your reading of ‘Gulliver’s 

Travels’, what impression have you formed of Swift’s attitude towards mankind. 

Would you describe him as a misanthrope?  / Discuss Swift as a wounded moralist who 

never forgave the world. / Swift does not only unleash (release) his wrath upon human 

foibles but also enjoys his invective. Elaborate form his work, ‘Gulliver’s Travels’. 

Q. Is the human nature main theme of Gulliver’s Travels? Discuss. 

Q. Gulliver’s Travel is a journey into the physical, the political, the intellectual and the 

moral aspects of man. Discuss. 

Q. Gulliver’s Travels is an exposition of political hypocrisy. Agree or disagree? 

Q. Gulliver’s Travels is revelation of illusionary world. Agree or disagree? 

Q. Gulliver’s Travels is a mock utopia. Discuss. 

Q. Discuss Swift’s use of irony in Gulliver’s Travels. 

Q. What are the major themes discussed in Gulliver’s Travels? 

Q. Swift developed/devised a prose style that suited his purpose very well. Elaborate.  
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“Gulliver’s Travels”- MCQs 
 
 

1:  “Gulliver’s Travels” is essentially a satire on 

 a. ruler’s abuses of their subjects   b. the problems of dysfunctional families 

 c. the dangers of class systems   d. the nature of man 
 

2. How do the Lilliputians offer Gulliver something to drink? 

 (A) They break down their town reservoir   (B) They divert a river   (C) They summon the rains 

 (D) They roll out barrels of wine 
 

3. How does Gulliver earn the title of Nardac in Lilliput? 

 (A) By capturing the Blefuscudian fleet   (B) By putting out the fire in the empress’s quarters 

 (C) By showing lenience toward a group of soldiers who earlier attack him 

 (D) By helping the Lilliputians construct a new palace 
 

4. Instead of killing him outright, the Lilliputians decide on which of the following 

punishments for Gulliver? 

 (A) Blinding him and slowly starving him to death 

 (B) Exiling him  (C) Cutting off his hands  (D) Poisoning him 
 

5. What is the line of doctrine over which the Blefuscudians and Lilliputians differ? 

 (A) “All true believers shall break their eggs at the small end.” 

 (B) “All true believers shall break their eggs at the big end.” 

 (C) “All true believers shall break their eggs as they see fit.” 

 (D) “All true believers shall break their eggs at the convenient end.” 
 

6. Who is Gulliver’s main caretaker in Brobdingnag? 

 (A) The farmer  (B) The queen  (C) Reldresal  (D) Glumdalclitch 
 

7. How does Gulliver leave Brobdingnag? 

 (A) He builds himself a sailboat  (B) He is exiled 

 (C) He is carried away by a giant eagle  (D) He is taken back to England by Don Pedro 
 

8. Who first discovers Gulliver in Brobdingnag? 

 (A) The farmer  (B) A field worker  (C) Glumdalclitch  (D) Lord Munodi 
 

9. What does the farmer make Gulliver do in order to earn money? 

 (A) Perform tricks for spectators  (B) Spy on neighboring farmers 

 (C) Work in the fields  (D) Kill rats 
 

10. Who is Gulliver’s main enemy in the royal court of Brobdingnag? 

 (A) The dwarf  (B) The king  (C) The queen  (D) Reldresal 
 

11. What human invention does Gulliver propose to the king of Brobdingnag that the king 

finds revolting? 

 (A) Gunpowder  (B) Christianity  (C) Lawyers  (D) Lying 
 

12. How does Gulliver end up in Laputa? 

 (A) Pirates attack his ship  (B) His crew mutinies 

 (C) He is shipwrecked  (D) He stops there for provisions 
 

13. What do “flappers” do for the people of Laputa? 

 (A) Keep them cool by fanning them (B) Protect them from birds and insects 

 (C) Keep them engaged in conversations  (D) Introduce them to other people 
 

14. Why does Gulliver seem stupid to the Laputans? 
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 (A) He does not speak their language  (B) He is ignorant of music and mathematics 

 (C) He is unwilling to use a flapper  (D) He does not understand how the floating island works 
 

15. Why does Gulliver summon the shades of René Descartes and Pierre Gassendi to talk to 

Aristotle? 

 (A) Descartes and Gassendi were supporters of Aristotle’s theories 

 (B) Descartes, Gassendi, and Aristotle were all political satirists 

 (C) Descartes and Gassendi were philosophers who revised many of Aristotle’s theories 

 (D) Descartes and Gassendi were friends of Swift 
 

16. Why is Gulliver exiled from the land of the Houyhnhnms? 

 (A) He urinates on the queen’s palace  (B) He steals from his Houyhnhnm master 

 (C) The Houyhnhnms decide that it is not right for a Yahoo to live among them 

 (D) The Houyhnhnms decide to exterminate the Yahoos 
 

17. Why is Lord Munodi looked down upon by the government in Lagado? 

 (A) He uses traditional methods of agriculture and architecture 

 (B) He is ignorant of music and mathematics  (C) He breaks his eggs on the little end 

 (D) He once tried to lead a coup against the current government 
 

18. Who are Gulliver’s closest friends after he returns from his time with the Houyhnhnms? 

 (A) His wife and children  (B) Lord Munodi  (C) Two horses  (D) Don Pedro de Mendez 
 

19. How does the king of Luggnagg dispose of his enemies in the court? 

 (A) By slipping poison into the wine they drink to his health 

 (B) By poisoning the floor they are required to lick as they approach him 

 (C) By poisoning their clothes  (D) By exiling them from the island 
 

20. On which island is Gulliver given the opportunity to summon the shades of the dead? 

 (A) Luggnagg  (B) Glubbdubdrib  (C) Laputa  (D) Lagado 
 

21. What is different about the Struldbrugs of Luggnagg? 

 (A) They are immortal  (B) They are blind 

 (C) They have no capacity for memory  (D) They have no need to consume food 
 

22. Which of the following kinds of specialized language does Swift not ridicule? 

 (A) Legal   (B) Naval   (C) Culinary   (D) Scientific 
 

23. Which of the human societies that he visits does Gulliver find most appealing? 

 (A) Lagado   (B) Brobdingnag   (C) England   (D) Blefuscu 
 

24. Which of the following adjectives best describe Gulliver’s personality in the first three 

voyages? 

 (A) Direct and perspicacious  (B) Cynical and bitter  (C) Gullible and honest 

 (D) Kind and condescending 
 

25:  Who says the following: “I cannot but conclude the bulk of your natives to be the most 

pernicious race of little odious vermin that nature ever suffered to crawl upon the surface of 

the earth.” 

 a. The Emperor of Blefescu  b. The King of Brobdingnag  c. The Grey Horse  d. The Emperor of 

Japan 
 

26. How does Gulliver end up stranded in Lilliput? 

 (A) He survives a shipwreck  (B) His crew abandons him 

 (C) He is dropped there by an enormous eagle 

 (D) He stops there for provisions and is trapped while he sleeps 
 

27:  In the utopia called the Country of the Houyhnhnms, the horses represent 
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 a. dominance by force  b. the perfection of nature 

 c. the entanglements of power  d. man’s inability to be rational 
 

28:  Which of the following traits is Gulliver’s greatest fault? 

 a. Pride    b. Dishonesty   c. Loyalty   d. Gullibility 
 

29:  What are the experiments called that the academies of Balnibarbi perform? 

 a. Grants   b. Studies   c. Projects   d. Dissertations 
 

30:  Gulliver’s visit to Lilliput allows Swift to satirize what sort of rulers? 

a. Rulers with small views and narrow interests   b. Rulers with big ideas and grandiose plans 

c. Rulers with preoccupations with specific topics  

d. Rulers with abundant resources but no methodology 
 

31:  Who are the only immoral and malicious people in Brobdingnag? 

a. Greedy farmers  b. Women and the elderly 

c. Members of the royal court  d. The deformed and children 
 

32 :  Who does Gulliver describe as “the most filthy, noisome, and deformed animals which 

nature ever produced”? 

a. The Houyhnhnms  b. The Lilliputians  c. The Struldbruggs  d. The Yahoos 
 

33:  Who are the Lilliputians’ enemies? 

 a. The Blefuscudians  b. The Yahoos  c. The Houyhnhnms  d. The Dwarves 
 

34:  Who says the following: “When I thought of my family, my friends, my countrymen, or 

human race in general I considered them as they really were, Yahoos in shape and 

disposition…” 

 a. Gulliver  b. The Sorrel Nag  c. The King of Laputa  d. Skyresh Bolgolam 
 

35: Which of the following places does Gulliver visit last? 

 (A) Brobdingnag  (B) Lilliput  (C) Houyhnhnmland  (D) Laputa 
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Unpopular Essays (1950) 

By: Bertrand Russell    (1872 - 1970) 

 

Bertrand Arthur William Russell (18 May 1872 – 2 February 1970) was a British philosopher, 

logician, mathematician, historian, and social critic. At various points in his life he considered himself 

a liberal, a socialist, and a pacifist, but he also admitted that he had never been any of these in any 

profound sense. He was born in Monmouthshire, into one of the most prominent aristocratic families 

in Britain. 
 

Russell led the British "revolt against idealism" in the early 20th century. He is considered one of the 

founders of analytic philosophy. He is widely held to be one of the 20th century's premier logicians. 

His work has had a considerable influence on logic, mathematics, set theory, linguistics, computer 

science, and philosophy, especially philosophy of language, epistemology, and metaphysics. 
 

Russell was a prominent anti-war activist (advocate); he championed anti-imperialism and went to 

prison for his pacifism during World War I. In 1950 Russell was awarded the Nobel Prize in 

Literature, "in recognition of his varied and significant writings in which he champions humanitarian 

ideals and freedom of thought." 

  

 

 
 

Unpopular Essays - Introduction and Summary 
 

In the preface to the book, Russell tells us that Unpopular Essays were intended “to combat in one 

way or another, the growth of dogmatism whether of the Right or of the Left, which has hitherto 

characterized our tragic century”. Russell also tells us that these essays were inspired by a serious 

purpose, even though at times they seem superficial. He also explains, in the ironical manner so 

characteristic of him, why he has called this book “Unpopular Essays”. There are several sentences 

in this book, says Russell, which some unusually stupid children of the age of ten may find difficult 

to understand. That being so, he could not claim that the essays would be popular; and so, if not 

popular, then, unpopular. 

 

In actual fact, these essays have proved to be far from unpopular. The ideas expressed in them possess 

a popular appeal, and they are written in a style which is easily understandable even to the layman. 

Besides, these essays have been made interesting, and almost entertaining, by Russell’s unique 

treatment of the subjects chosen by him, and by his ironical and satirical wit. Nor can the serious 

purpose of these essays be questioned. These essays cover a fairly wide range of subjects. We here 

see Russell as a philosopher, as a political theorist, as a social scientist, as an educationist, as a 

moralist, as a propagandist, as a close observer, and as an analyst of human life and character. Indeed, 

these essays reveal Russell’s many-sided genius and his intellectual breadth. 
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(1) “Philosophy and Politics” 
This essay is an attack on the political consequences of Hegel’s philosophy and a defence of Locke’s 

philosophy of empiricism. After briefly explaining Hegel’s belief in what Hegel called the Absolute 

Idea, Russell tells us that this philosophy had disastrous consequences in the political field. From 

Hegel’s metaphysic, it follows that true liberty consists in obedience to an arbitrary authority, that 

free speech is an evil, that absolute monarchy is good, that war is desirable, and that an international 

organization for the peaceful settlement of disputes would be a misfortune. A philosophy which leads 

to such consequences is evidently something obnoxious, and it is really surprising how at one time 

this philosophy held a sway over the minds of intellectuals not only in Germany but even in Britain 

and America. 

Russell then brings out the merits in Locke’s philosophy of empiricism which, he tells us, offers a 

theoretical justification of democracy. Locke also preached religious toleration, representative 

institutions, and the limitations of governmental power by the system of checks and balances. 

Russell concludes this essay by recommending empiricism not only on the ground of its greater truth 

but also on ethical grounds. Empiricist liberalism is the only philosophy that can serve mankind’s 

purposes in our times. 

 

 

(2) “Philosophy for Laymen” 
In this essay, Russell explains very briefly the uses of philosophy. Philosophy, he says, means a love 

of wisdom. Philosophy in this sense is what people must acquire if the new technical powers achieved 

by man are not to plunge mankind into the greatest conceivable disaster. However, the philosophy 

which the ordinary people should be taught is not the same thing as the philosophy of specialists. 

Philosophy has always had two different objects: to arrive at a theoretical understanding of the 

structure of the world; and to discover and propagate the best possible way of life. Philosophy has 

thus been closely related to science on the one hand and to religion on the other. On its theoretical 

side philosophy partly consists in the framing of large general hypotheses which science is not yet in 

a position to test. (When it becomes possible to test such hypotheses they become part of science, and 

no longer belong to philosophy,) There are a number of purely theoretical questions, of everlasting 

interest, which science is unable to answer at present. Do we survive after death? Can mind dominate 

matter, or does matter completely dominate mind? Does this universe have a purpose, or is it driven 

by blind necessity? To keep alive the interest in such questions is one of the functions of philosophy. 

On its practical side, philosophy can greatly increase a man’s value as a human being and as a citizen. 

It can give a habit of exact and careful thought. It can give an impressive breadth and scope to the 

conception of the aims of life. It can give to the individual a correct estimate of himself in relation to 

society, and of man in the present to man in the past and in the future. It can offer a cure, or at least a 

palliative, for the anxieties and the anguish which afflict mankind at present. 

 

 

(3) “The Future of Mankind” 
Here Russell visualizes the consequences of the next world war and expresses the view that only the 

establishment of a world-government can bring about lasting peace in the world. Russell would like 

the establishment of a world-government to take place under the leadership of America because there 

is greater respect in America for a civilized life than there is in Russia. By a civilized life, Russell 

means freedom of thought, freedom of inquiry, freedom of discussion, and humane feeling. If Russia 

dominates the world, all these freedoms will be crushed, and there will be a narrowing of science, 
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philosophy, art, and literature. Only democracy and a free circulation of opinion can prevent a 

powerful government from establishing a servile State, with luxury for the few and overworked 

poverty for the many. Such a servile State has been established by the Soviet Government wherever 

it is in control. 

Mankind has to guard against three dangers: (a) the extinction of the human race; (b) a going back to 

barbarism; and (c) the establishment of a universal servile State, involving misery for the vast 

majority, and the disappearance of all progress in knowledge and thought. The only way to guard 

against these dangers is the establishment of a world-government through peaceful means, if possible, 

and through war if necessary. 

 

 

(4) “Philosophy’s Ulterior Motives” 
In this essay, Russell dwells upon the dangers and pitfalls faced by philosophers. It often happens that 

a philosopher is led by certain preconceived notions into a false reasoning, and in this way arrives at 

false conclusions. Russell takes the case of Descartes first. Descartes had a passionate desire for 

certainty, and so he started thinking out a new method of achieving certainty. He found that, while 

everything else could be doubted, he could not doubt his own existence. This became an excellent 

starting-point for him. He existed because he could see himself clearly and distinctly; and so he came 

to the conclusion that the things which he conceived very clearly and very distinctly were all true. He 

then began to conceive all sorts of things very clearly and very distinctly; for example, that an effect 

could not have more perfection than its cause. Since he could form an idea of God—that is, of a being 

more perfect than himself—this idea must have had a cause other than himself, which could only be 

God; therefore, God existed. Since God was good, He would not perpetually deceive Descartes; 

therefore the objects which Descartes saw when awake must really exist. And in this way Descartes 

went on throwing all intellectual caution to the winds. Everything that followed from this kind of 

reasoning was loose and slipshod and hasty. His method of reasoning thus showed the distorting 

influence of his own desire. 

After showing us the absurdity of the conclusions which Descartes reached by his way of reasoning, 

Russell goes on to expose the absurdity of the reasoning and the conclusions arrived at by certain 

other philosophers. The other philosophers whom Russell considers here are Leibniz, Bishop 

Berkeley, Kant, Hegel, and finally Marx. 

 

(5) “The Superior Virtue of the Oppressed” 
In this essay Russell illustrates his view that there is a tendency on the part of writers, especially 

moralists, to attribute some superior virtue to those classes of people who are oppressed. Russell gives 

us five examples of the classes of people who have been, or who are, oppressed and who therefore 

are thought to possess some superior virtue. 

The first example to illustrate the central idea of this essay is that of the poor people. The poor people 

were long regarded as morally better than the rich. The next example is that of nations which have 

been under foreign domination. Subject nations were believed to have possessed certain superior gifts 

and some special charm. However, as soon as the subject nations became independent, the belief in 

their superior gifts also disappeared. Then there is the case of the female sex. Women were believed 

to have a certain spiritual quality as long as they were dominated by men; but as soon as they achieved 

equality with men, their angelic qualities also vanished. Next is the example of children. Children 

were thought to be innocent and pure as long as parents could tyrannize over them; subsequently 

these superior qualities disappeared, and a new belief arose, namely that there was great wickedness 

in children in their unconscious minds. Lastly, a superior virtue has been found in the proletariat or 

the working-class, because this class has been oppressed for a long time. As soon as the proletariat 
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attains its full rights, the superior virtue attributed to this class of people will also disappear. Stated 

in a nutshell, the thesis of this essay is that there is a tendency to glorify the oppressed class of people, 

the object behind such glorification being to continue the exploitation of that oppressed class, 

 

(6) “On Being Modern-Minded” 
It has become a general tendency nowadays, says Russell, to adopt opinions which are current, and 

to show contempt for the past. When fashion alone dominates opinion, it becomes unnecessary for 

people to think for themselves. The result is that a man deliberately suppresses what is individual in 

himself in order to acquire the opinions which are popular. A mentally solitary life for an individual 

has become pointless nowadays, according to the modern standards. 

After criticizing the present-day trend towards adopting ready-made current opinions, Russell 

concludes the essay by pointing out the value of detachment and objectivity. A certain degree of 

isolation both in space and in time is necessary for the most important intellectual work. We must not 

sacrifice the independence of our minds merely to win the admiration of the crowd by holding 

opinions which have become current. 

 

(7) “An Outline of Intellectual Rubbish” 
This is an essay directed against irrationality. The ages of faith, says Russell, were ages of 

superstition, and so there was little evidence of rationality in the outlook of people. Priests have 

always propagated irrational beliefs. The whole conception of sin in the past was merely a 

manifestation of the superstitious bent of mind. Similarly, the views relating to the resurrection of the 

body, the sacredness of human corpses, divorce, etc., were purely superstitious. 

As soon as we abandon our own reason, says Russell, and are content to rely upon authority, there is 

no end to our troubles. Human beliefs have various causes. There is, for instance, the belief which 

human beings have about their own excellence. The Englishman, the Frenchman, the Russian— each 

thinks of the superiority of his own nation and his own superiority as a member of that nation. There 

is also the belief that man is the supreme creation of God, and that centuries of evolution have been 

guided by one great divine purpose, namely, the appearance of man. But when we realize that life on 

this planet is temporary, this belief in the importance of man loses its validity. A scientific view of 

the future of the solar system lends no support to the view that man is all-important. Then there is the 

belief in the racial superiority of the white man over the coloured people, while the scientific fact is 

that there is no difference between the blood of a negro and the blood of a white man. 

There is another wide-spread belief having no rational basis. It is that human nature cannot be 

changed, and that, for this reason, there will always be wars. The actual fact is that a powerful 

government, by following certain psychological methods, can produce a population of sane and 

reasonable people who will discard war. Unfortunately most governments do not wish to achieve 

such a result, because sane and reasonable people would fail to admire the politicians who are at the 

head of these governments. Most governments now instill their own particular brands of political 

ideologies among their respective populations. This kind of thing leads to a bitter hostility among 

nations which have been fed upon conflicting ideologies. 

Irrational beliefs hold a sway upon the minds of people with regard to birth control and with regard 

to the nature and disposition of the female sex. There are also irrational generalizations about national 

characteristics. Russell is of the opinion that by observing a few simple rules mankind can avoid the 

deplorable consequences which afflict human life because of irrational beliefs. One such rule is to 

base one’s beliefs on actual observation. People must not be dogmatic; they must keep their minds 

open, and they must discuss their opinions with those whose views and opinions are different from 

their own. The feeling of self-esteem should also not be allowed to play any part in the holding of 

beliefs. Another desirable course is for human beings to conquer fear, because fear is the main source 
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of superstition, and one of the main sources of cruelty. Russell closes this essay on a frivolous note, 

saying that superstitions are not always dark and cruel but that often they add to the gaiety of life. 

 

(8) “The Functions of a Teacher” 
In this essay we see Russell as an educationist. Russell is opposed to the rigid manner in which the 

State nowadays enforces its own ideology through the education that is imparted to pupils. In 

countries like Russia, the system of education is such as to produce fanatical bigots who are ignorant 

of the world outside their own country and who are unaccustomed to free discussion. As a result of 

the kind of education that is imparted to pupils in different countries, the spirit of cultural 

internationalism has received a severe setback. Russell pleads for the emancipation of the teacher 

from the intellectual bondage imposed upon him by the government of his country. Education should 

never be dogmatic, and that is possible only if the teachers are free to teach what they please and in 

the manner they think to be the best. 

Teachers are—more than any other class of people—the guardians of civilization. Civilization is a 

matter partly of knowledge and partly of emotion, and it is the duty of the teacher to impart the right 

kind of knowledge in an objective spirit, and similarly develop in the pupils the right kind of emotions. 

If democracy is to survive, the teacher should try to produce in his pupils the spirit of tolerance which 

will enable them to understand people who are different from themselves. An attitude of intolerance, 

which results from ignorance, is the very opposite of a civilized outlook; and the teacher should not 

allow the spirit of intolerance to take roots in the minds of his pupils. If the teacher is to succeed in 

his purpose, he must be free: he should feel himself to be an individual directed by an inner creative 

impulse, and not an individual dominated and controlled by an outside authority. 

 

(9) “Ideas That Have Helped Mankind” 
In pre-historic times, mankind benefited greatly by the evolution, of language, the discovery of fire, 

the art of taming animals, the invention of agriculture, and the art of writing. In historic times, the 

earliest important steps were taken in the spheres of mathematics and astronomy by the Babylonians 

and later by the Greeks. In the seventeenth century, Galileo, Descartes, Newton, and Leibniz made 

great advances in the human understanding of Nature. Galileo unified the principles governing the 

earth and the heavens by his law of inertia. 

From the seventeenth century onwards, it has become increasingly clear that, in order to understand 

natural laws, we must get rid of every kind of ethical and aesthetic bias. It was geology and Darwin’s 

theory of evolution that first upset the irrational religious beliefs of scientists. Scientific progress 

without a corresponding moral and political progress may only increase the magnitude of the disaster 

that the misuse of scientific skill and technique may bring about. Among moral ideas, the brotherhood 

of man is an ideal which owed its first force to political developments. Subsequently, this ideal 

received a great support from Buddhism and Christianity. The ideas of liberty, equality, and fraternity 

have religious origins. The concept of individual liberty within the State first entered practical politics 

in the form of religious toleration. Other ideas which have helped mankind in the sphere of politics 

are law and government. Democracy is a system of government which aims at reconciling 

government with liberty. 

Orderly social life depends upon a balance of certain ideas and institutions which are: government, 

law, individual liberty, and democracy. But modern techniques have created a new crisis for mankind. 

In order to face this crisis, people must recognize the need of an international government. If an 

international government of some kind is not established, the next world war will destroy all 

civilization. 
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(10) “Ideas That Have Harmed Mankind” 
The misfortunes of human beings have their main source in evil passions rather than in ideas or 

beliefs. People in the past enjoyed the spectacles of cruelty such as the burning of heretics, and many 

people even today find the brutalities of war to be enjoyable. Men’s cruel impulses can do tremendous 

harm to them. 

As for ideas and beliefs, much harm has been done by religious superstitions. Even Christian saints, 

who practised asceticism, found pleasure in the thought that sinners would be subjected to great 

tortures in the next life. Nowadays Christian asceticism has given way to political asceticism. 

Communism, for instance, teaches its followers to sacrifice all pleasures and to live a life of hard 

work and toil because those who do not do so have to be either liquidated or put in concentration 

camps. The feeling that much of our suffering is due to the ill-will of other people led to the belief in 

witchcraft, and this belief was responsible for much cruelty towards those who were accused of being 

witches. Envy is one of the most powerful sources of false belief. In the international sphere, envy 

has led to the philosophy of economic nationalism. And this false belief becomes a cause of war. 

Another passion which gives rise to false beliefs that are politically harmful is pride—pride of 

nationality, pride of race, pride of class, and pride of creed. All these kinds of pride lead to tremendous 

injustice and suffering. Yet another harmful belief results from the delusion which men and nations 

sometimes have that they are the special instruments of the divine will. 

Russell closes this essay with some very useful advice. Both in public and in private life, says he, the 

important thing is tolerance and kindliness. Besides, the establishment of an international government 

has become very necessary for the survival of civilization and for the prevention of war. What the 

world needs today is (1) political, economic, and educational organization; and (2) certain moral 

qualities, especially charity and tolerance instead of some fanatical faith represented by an “ism”. 

 

(11) “Eminent Men I Have Known” 
This essay is a brief record of the impressions that Russell formed of certain eminent personalities 

with whom he came into contact. These eminent personalities included poets, philosophers, scientists, 

and politicians. Among the poets whom Russell met, he mentions Browning, Tennyson, and Rupert 

Brooke. Russell found Browning to be a pleasant and kindly gentleman, very much at home at tea-

parties, but without the divine fire that is generally expected of a poet. For Tennyson, Russell 

developed an attitude of scorn. Rupert Brooke struck Russell as “beautiful and vital”, but the total 

impression was marred by a touch of Byronic insincerity in the man. 

As for philosophers, the most impressive in Russell’s opinion was William James whom he found to 

be completely free from all consciousness of being a great man. Russell found Henry Sidgwick to be 

impressive through his quality of intellectual honesty. Among the scientists, Einstein impressed 

Russell as combining a powerful intellect with a childlike simplicity. 

As for politicians, Russell knew seven Prime Ministers of whom the most unforgettable was Mr. 

Gladstone. The only other man in public life as impressive as Mr. Gladstone was Lenin. Gladstone 

was an embodiment of Victorianism, and Lenin was an embodiment of Marxian formulas. Lenin was 

cruel while Gladstone was not. Lenin had no respect for tradition, while Gladstone had a great deal. 

Lenin considered all means legitimate for securing the victory of his party, whereas for Gladstone 

politics was a game with certain rules that must be observed. Both men derived their personal force 

from a firm conviction of their own Tightness. 

At the end of this essay, Russell mentions a man who impressed him a good deal but who was not 

eminent in any sense. This man was a gardener who could neither read nor write, but who was a 

perfect type of simple goodness. Russell says that he could never forget this man because of his purity 

of mind. Worldly success seldom comes to such men, but they inspire love and admiration in those 

who know them. 
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(12) “Obituary” (1937) 

Here Russell shows his sense of humour by writing his own obituary. An obituary is the 

announcement of a death made by the relatives or friends of a deceased person, Here Russell imagines 

that he would die on June 1, 1962 and writes his own obituary in anticipation of his death. 

As an obituary is also expected to contain some of the important events of the life of a deceased 

person, Russell here mentions what he regards as some of the foremost incidents of his life. He tells 

us that in his youth he did work of importance in mathematical logic. He informs us that he did not 

enjoy the advantages of a public school education but that he was taught at home by tutors until the 

age of eighteen when he entered Trinity College, Cambridge, becoming seventh Wrangler in 1893 

and a Fellow in 1895. Among the books that he produced, Russell mentions The Foundations of 

Geometry, The Philosophy of Leibniz, The Principles of Mathematics, and Principia Mathematica (in 

collaboration with Dr. A.N. Whitehead). Russell also refers here to his pacifist ideas and his staunch 

opposition to war. His opposition to war was regarded by some people as eccentric. As a result of his 

campaign against war during the Great War of 1914-18, he lost his job as a Lecturer at Trinity College, 

and had to spend a few months in prison. Then Russell talks of his visits to Russia and to China in 

1920, and goes on to mention his advocacy of socialism, educational reform, and a less rigid code of 

morals as regards marriage. In World War II, Russell took no public part, having escaped to a neutral 

country just before its outbreak. 

 

 

More about Russell’s Essays 
All the unpopular essays show Russell not only as a philosopher but also as a man of strong 

humanitarian views. He is opposed to war; and he is a great liberal and an ardent supporter of 

individual freedom and democracy. These essays also show his moral fervour which appears in his 

advocacy of such qualities as tolerance, kindliness, mutual helpfulness, and sympathy. Russell had 

a broad mind and an all-embracing outlook: as an internationalist he urges the establishment of a 

world-government because he finds that the continuance of sovereign states with their narrow, 

nationalistic outlook can no longer serve the common interest of mankind but are a divisive force. 

In short, Russell appears in these essays as a most progressive and enlightened thinker who has 

the good of mankind at heart. 

 

Russell is one of the great prose-stylists of the twentieth century. Although a philosopher, he does 

not write in a distorted or obscure manner even when writing about philosophy as we see in the 

very first essay called Philosophy and Politics, and in another essay called Philosophy’s Ulterior 

Motives. His style is characterized by intellectual brilliance, clarity and lucidity, and a wide range 

of temper. In addition to these qualities his style also shows his use of irony and a gay wit. His 

writing exactly reflects his crystalline (sparkling, very clear, crystal like) and scintillating (brilliant, 

glittering, amusing) mind. All these essays are illumined by the clarity and grace of expression which 

are the most striking virtues of his style.  

 

Russell’s Personality 
 

Bertrand Russell, whose name shines like a star in the world of philosophy and literature, was a 

great British philosopher of the 20th century. He was a multi-dimensional personality and his 

repute had many aspects. He was a scientist, philosopher, mathematician and a humanist. His 

thoughts and works have left indelible imprints on the intellectual history of the modern world. 

With his keen and sensitive vision, he observed every aspect and every color of life and practically 
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took part in the affairs of life to know human problems and their solution. He was a lover of 

humanity.  
 

Russell was an outstanding mathematician and his contribution in mathematics is a milestone in this 

field. His Principa Mathatica written in collaboration with White-head, printed in 1913, in three 

volumes is a landmark in the history of mathematics. This glorious work by him has granted him a 

noble status among the scientists and mathematicians of world. His deep interest and proficiency in 

science and mathematics developed a philosophic approach in his mind and he made a high-ranking 

philosopher of his time. He always insisted to solve all the enigmas (mysteries) and problems of life 

with the tool of logic. He relied on logic and believed that the light of logic could guide a person on 

all the paths of life. 
 

Russell was a person who did not confine his feeling and endeavors (tries, attempts, efforts) to a 

certain field. He did not devote his life to the intricacies (difficulties, complexities) of science and 

complexities of mathematics. Rather he eyed the beauties of life and noticed the threats to this 

beauty. His mind studied the enigmas of science but his heart throbbed (beat, vibrated) for the 

humans all around. It was his special inclination (leaning, preference) towards humanity that he 

came out of his scientific world to observe and feel the human problems. That is why he not only 

produced scientific work but also wrote on social, political, human, economic and moral issues of 

the modern world. 

 

 

“The popular conception of a philosopher as one who 

combines universal learning with the direction of human 

conduct was more nearly satisfied by Bertrand Russell than 

by any other philosopher of our time”. 
A.J. Ayer 

 

“Of German scholars Bentley used to say that they dived 

deeper and came up muddier than any others. Bertrand 

Russell dives deep, but comes up every time as clean as a 

whistle”. (Aldous Huxley) 
 

“I think many of us were drawn to our profession by 

Russell's books. He wrote a spectrum of books for a 

graduated public, layman to specialist. We were beguiled 

by the wit and a sense of new-found clarity with respect 

to central traits of reality.”  W.V. Quine  
 

“Fear is the main source of superstition, and one of 

the main sources of cruelty. To conquer fear is the 

beginning of wisdom”.   (Bertrand Russell) 
 

 

 

“No man can be a good teacher unless he has feelings 

of warm affection towards his pupils and a genuine 

desire to impart to them what he himself believes to be 

of value”. 
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Q. 1. Russell’s Prose Style 
(Appeal for the Modern Reader) 

 

“Of German scholars Bentley used to say that they dived 

deeper and came up muddier than any others. Bertrand 

Russell dives deep, but comes up every time as clean as a 

whistle”. (Aldous Huxley) 

 

Bertrand Russell, whose name shines like a star in the world of philosophy and literature, 

was a great British philosopher of the 20th century. He was a multi-dimensional personality and 

his repute had many aspects. He was a scientist, philosopher, mathematician and a humanist. His 

thoughts and works have left indelible imprints on the intellectual history of the modern world. 

With his keen and sensitive vision, he observed every aspect and every color of life and practically 

took part in the affairs of life to know human problems and their solution. He was a lover of 

humanity.  
 

All the great writers have a style of their own, which is peculiar, particular and unique. 

Although different writers are greatly inspired and influenced by the great masters and stylists yet 

they are successful in evolving an attractive and appealing style of their own. They are recognized 

by their style. A good prose style is both a matter of the choice of the words and their arrangement 

to form complete, compact and meaningful sentences. The writer must have a large store of words 

ready for use. The words play a vital role in enhancing the effect of a piece of literature because 

the words have literal, emotional and potential meanings. The emotional overtones of the words 

are helpful and useful for the writers to be effective. Hence a writer must be aware of their literal 

and emotional meanings and the associated values. Edward Said is greatly admired for his unique 

and genuine style of writing prose. His observation, approach and outlook about life is marvelous. 

The clarity of ideas, transparency of views and vividness of images are remarkable qualities of 
Said’s style. 
 

Unity of thought is a salient feature of Russell’s style. The discipline of logic and mathematics 

taught him the principle of unity of thought. Like a mathematical premise, his arguments start from a 

well-affirmed basic assumption and then he proceeds step by step to the logical conclusion of his 

arguments. A fine coherence exists in his arguments. Each argument is related to the preceding one 

like the anxious of Euclid. So the conclusion drawn is the logical outcome of his arguments. 
 

Russell’s ideal scientific inclination enables him to make an exact and perfect use of words. 

He uses words, which are rich, pure, clear and transparent. There is no ambiguity or obscurity. If 

some ambiguity occurs somewhere he clarifies it in the following sentences. He avoids excessive use 

of words. He words are small in number but rich in meaning. He avoids empty rhetoric, and produces 

a charm of writing with modest use of words. 
 

Russell usually uses lengthy and elaborate sentences to maintain his unity of thought. He is 

fully aware of this aspect of his style and therefore does not let the length of sentence harm the fluency 

of writing. From beginning to the end, his thoughts go steadily, and with pleasant rhythm and 

coherence. His style poses a medium though which his thoughts flow smoothly. There is not dullness, 

but sweetness in his writing, relished by the readers. 
 

Setting aside bombastic and pompous language, he insists on simplicity and effect of 

expression. He hardly uses excessive synonymous words to make the sentence tedious and tasteless. 
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That is why his writing is not monotonous and dull, rather sweet and pleasant, relished interestingly 

by the readers. He adopts convincing and simple style which touches the core of reader’s heart 

directly.  
 

Almost all his writings retain the seriousness of the subject, but as we have pointed out 

earlier, his writing does not bear his personal emotional effect. He was among the greatest humanists 

of 20th century who deeply felt the pain and problems of humanity. He set forth a practical philosophy 

of human life and all his life preached for it. But again he was a not a traditional preacher like an old 

type dogmatic clergy. It was his intellectual vision, broadmindedness and impersonal attitude towards 

human problems, which made him a sober, prolific and high profile writer.  

“Selfishness beyond a point, whether individual or national, is not wise. 

It may with luck succeed, but if it fails failure is terrible”.  

(Ideas That Have Harmed Mankind) 

 

A serious discussion, how much important it may be, makes a write-up dull and boring. In 

spite of high seriousness, Russell’s style is tinged with cheerfulness and humor. His writing bears a 

highly intellectual and scholarly style, with a humorous touch. But his humor does not go outrageous 

or overboard. His writing never becomes disgusting rather is remains optimistic and lively with a ray 

of hope. This humor has a reformative aspect, which not only pinpoints human blunders, but also 

suggests a solution, with a hope for improvement in future.  
 

Though Russell’s style is generally marked with clarity and brevity, yet he a capable of 

writing florid and embellished language, to prove his artistic command on writing. His only 

celebrated essay “The Free Man “Worship” published in his book Mysticism and Logic is a nice 

expression of his flowery and ornate style, which is an ample proof of his nice taste and command on 

English language. 

“We are suffering not from the decay of theological beliefs but from the 

loss of solitude”.     (On Being Modern-Minded) 

 

In, “The Functions of a Teacher”, Russell writes: 

“To the propagandist his pupils are potential soldiers in an army”.  
 

Most of his writings are thoughtful and argumentative in nature, but it does not spoil his 

clarity and fluency. The unity of thoughts pours out of his pen with a symmetry and harmony to make 

his description weighty and chaste. The excellent example of Russell’s descriptive style is seen in 

his own autobiography. It describes his life history narrated in an attractive, simple and appealing 

way, which is read by the readers with great interest. 
 

Putting all the above details, it can be concluded that clarity, simplicity, fluency and 

harmony are the salient features of Russell’s style. He skillfully expresses unity of thought along 

with his unity of style. Russell can be regarded as one of the greatest prose-writers of 20th century, 

who wrote on a variety of subjects relating to human life with a great writing skill. 

 

“I think many of us were drawn to our profession by Russell's books. 

He wrote a spectrum of books for a graduated public, layman to 

specialist. We were beguiled by the wit and a sense of new-found clarity 

with respect to central traits of reality.”  W.V. Quine  
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Q. 2. Functions of a Teacher 
 

Q.1. What safeguards does Russell suggest against a teacher’s becoming a tool in the hands 

of  government and how far are they adequate? 

Q.2. What functions does Russell recommended for the teacher? Do you find it viable in our 

own  society? 

Q.3. Russell views on teaching and education have been of immense use down the years. 

Elaborate  with special reference to his ‘Unpopular Essays’. 

Q.4. What are practical difficulties in employing ideal teacher, and how can they be 

overcome, discuss with reference to unpopular essays. 

 

“The teacher has thus become, in the vast majority of cases, a civil 

servant obliged to carry out the behests of men who have not his 

learning, who have no experience of dealing with the young, and whose 

only attitude towards education is that of the propagandist”. 

(Bertrand Russell) 

 

Bertrand Russell, whose name shines like a star in the world of philosophy and literature, 

was a great British philosopher of the 20th century. He was a multi-dimensional personality and 

his repute had many aspects. He was a scientist, philosopher, mathematician and a humanist. His 

thoughts and works have left indelible imprints on the intellectual history of the modern world. 

With his keen and sensitive vision, he observed every aspect and every color of life and practically 

took part in the affairs of life to know human problems and their solution. He was a lover of 

humanity.  

The functions of a teacher is one of the most important and thought provoking essays of 

Russell, which compels the reader to think over the real function of a teacher and to ponder that am I 

a well-taught person. The teaching profession has almost completely changed now-a-days, than the 

old ones. Though the teaching profession has an honourable tradition from pre-historic time to today’s 

world yet it is quite different in nature and methodology now. In older days the function of a teacher 

was to inculcate in his students, the ideas he considered to be good and mature but now-a-days a 

teacher has become like a propagandist who teaches according to the wish of his employers. His only 

function is to preach the teachings which are in favour of bureaucrats and state. But state-controlled 

education can turn men into unthinking fanatics and for his own survival the teacher must play the 

pact which the state cuts out for him in this task. 

 According to Russell, the most important function of a teacher is to inculcate in his pupils 

beliefs which are wise and sensible, in his mature opinion. In antiquity as well as during the 

Renaissance teachers had comparatively greater freedom, but in modern times this freedom and self-

determination exists only at a handful of great historic universities, the teacher of today is not 

expected to teach what he believes to be right, but only what his employers decide that he should 

teach. This attitude can never produce good thinkers of a nation as well as of the world. A teacher 

should remain aloof from strife of political parties. He should be neutral and impartial in his teachings.  

Russell thinks that the teacher’s real function lies in letting the child develop his inborn 

faculties and encouraging the kindly impulses that are latent in him otherwise thwarting of natural 

impulses can breed cruel and selfish urges in the child and make him grow up into a criminal or an 

antisocial creature. Modern psychology also affirms and agrees to this view point of Russell. Russell 

stresses that teachers should act as guardians of civilization. They should spread and promote the 
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culture of a mind. A true teacher must rise above material considerations and must be the real 

safeguards against the possibility that our civilization may vanish shortly. The teacher must rise above 

the temptation of flattering the prejudices of those in authority, even if he can improve his professional 

prospects by doing so. A teacher can be great only if he is fired by the passion to perform positive 

tasks. He must have feelings to warm affection towards his pupils and a genuine desire to impart to 

them what he himself believes to be of value. 

“To the propagandist his pupils are potential soldiers in an army”. 

 (The Functions of a Teacher) 
 

Russell was a person who did not confine his feeling and endeavors (tries, attempts, efforts) to 

a certain field. He did not devote his life to the intricacies (difficulties, complexities) of science and 

complexities of mathematics. Rather he eyed the beauties of life and noticed the threats to this 

beauty. His mind studied the enigmas of science but his heart throbbed (beat, vibrated) for the 

humans all around. It was his special inclination (leaning, preference) towards humanity that he came 

out of his scientific world to observe and feel the human problems. That is why he not only 

produced scientific work but also wrote on social, political, human, economic and moral issues of 

the modern world.  

In actual fact, Russell’s essays have proved to be far from unpopular. The ideas expressed 

in them possess a popular appeal, and they are written in a style which is easily intelligible even 

to the layman. Besides, these essays have been made interesting, and almost entertaining, by 

Russell’s unique treatment of the subjects chosen by him, and by his ironical and satirical wit. Nor 

can the serious purpose of these essays be questioned. These essays cover a fairly wide range of 

subjects. We here see Russell as a philosopher, as a political theorist, as a social scientist, as an 

educationist, as a moralist, as a propagandist, as a close observer, and as an analyst of human life 

and character. Indeed, these essays reveal Russell’s many-sided genius and his intellectual 

breadth. 

 As matters stand today, teachers are unable to do their best for a variety of reasons. One is 

that they have to overwork which creates tired and monotonous feelings in them. Teachers should not 

overwork themselves as well as to compel the students to do so. Students should not be prepared only 

for examination but they must have the thirst and hunger for the real knowledge. According to Russell 

teacher must above all inculcate a spirit of tolerance in his pupils which would enable them to bear 

and understand manners as well as strange people. Ignorant tolerance is the very reverse of a 

civilization. 

 To conclude, a teacher is the guardian of a nation. He should impart true knowledge to the 

students. He should teach objective realities being impartial and neutral. He should not surrender 

before state or dictator. Rather he should instill the teaching of freedom and tolerance to produce a 

healthy nation. 

“I think many of us were drawn to our profession by Russell's books. 

He wrote a spectrum of books for a graduated public, layman to 

specialist. We were beguiled by the wit and a sense of new-found clarity 

with respect to central traits of reality.”    W.V. Quine  
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University Questions – Unpopular Essays 
 

 

1.  Critically evaluate Russell’s style. 

2.  For Russell, Teacher is a guardian, agree or disagree? 

3.  What are the functions of a teacher in a society? 

4.  What is the function of a teacher in a civilized society according to Russell? 

5.  Russell’s prose is characterized by, clarity, catholic temper and subtle wit. Explain. 

6.  Write a comprehensive note on Russell’s prose style. 

7.  Discuss Bertrand Russell as a philosopher. 
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Introduction to the Writer – Seamus Heaney 
 

Short: 

Seamus Justin Heaney is widely recognized as one of the major poets of the 20th century. 

Heaney was an Irish poet, playwright and translator. He was born on 13 April, 1939. A native of 

Northern Ireland, Heaney was raised in County Derry, and later lived for many years in Dublin. He 

was the author of over 20 volumes of poetry and criticism, and edited several widely used anthologies. 

He won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1995 "for works of lyrical beauty and ethical depth, which 

exalt everyday miracles and the living past." Heaney taught at Harvard University (1985-2006) and 

served as the Oxford Professor of Poetry (1989-1994).He died on 13 August, 2013. 

 

             Heaney has attracted a readership on several continents and has won prestigious (significant, 

important, admired) literary awards and honors, including the Nobel Prize. As Blake Morrison noted 

in his work Seamus Heaney, the author is "that rare thing, a poet rated highly by critics and 

academics yet popular with 'the common reader.'" Part of Heaney's popularity stems from his 

subject matter—modern Northern Ireland, its farms and cities beset with civil strife, its natural culture 

and language overrun by English rule. The New York Review of Books essayist Richard Murphy 

described Heaney as "the poet who has shown the finest art in presenting a coherent vision of 

Ireland, past and present." Heaney's poetry is known for its aural beauty and finely-wrought 

textures. Often described as a regional poet, he is also a traditionalist who deliberately gestures back 

towards the “pre-modern” worlds of William Wordsworth and John Clare. 

 

Heaney’s belief in the power of art and poetry, regardless of technological change or economic 

collapse, offers hope in the face of an increasingly uncertain future. Asked about the value of poetry 

in times of crisis, Heaney answered it is precisely at such moments that people realize they need more 

to live than economics: “If poetry and the arts do anything,” he said, “they can fortify your inner 

life, your inwardness." 

 

Detailed: 

Seamus Heaney was born in April 1939, the eldest member of a family which would 

eventually contain nine children. His father owned and worked a small farm of some fifty acres in 

County Derry in Northern Ireland, but the father's real commitment was to cattle-dealing. There was 

something very congenial to Patrick Heaney about the cattle-dealer's way of life to which he was 

introduced by the uncles who had cared for him after the early death of his own parents. The poet's 

mother came from a family called McCann whose connections were more with the modern world 

than with the traditional rural economy; her uncles and relations were employed in the local linen 

mill and an aunt had worked "in service" to the mill owners' family. The poet has commented on the 

fact that his parentage thus contains both the Ireland of the cattle-herding Gaelic past and the Ulster 

of the Industrial Revolution; indeed, he considers this to have been a significant tension in his 

background, something which corresponds to another inner tension also inherited from his parents, 

namely that between speech and silence. His father was notably sparing of talk and his mother notably 

ready to speak out, a circumstance which Seamus Heaney believes to have been fundamental to the 

"quarrel with himself" out of which his poetry arises. 

 

When he was twelve years of age, Seamus Heaney won a scholarship to St. Columb's College, 

a Catholic boarding school situated in the city of Derry, forty miles away from the home farm, and 

this first departure from Mossbawn was the decisive one. It would be followed in years to come by a 

transfer to Belfast where he lived between 1957 and 1972, and by another move from Belfast to the 

Irish Republic where Heaney has made his home, and then, since 1982, by regular, annual periods of 

teaching in America. All of these subsequent shifts and developments were dependent, however, upon 

that original journey from Mossbawn which the poet has described as a removal from "the earth of 
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farm labour to the heaven of education." It is not surprising, then, that this move has turned out to be 

a recurrent theme in his work, from "Digging", the first poem in his first book, through the much 

more orchestrated treatment of it in "Alphabets"(The Haw Lantern, 1987), to its most recent 

appearance in "A Sofa in the Forties" which was published this year in The Spirit Level. 

 

At St. Columb's College, Heaney was taught Latin and Irish, and these languages, together 

with the Anglo-Saxon which he would study while a student of Queen's University, Belfast, were 

determining factors in many of the developments and retrenchments which have marked his progress 

as a poet. The first verses he wrote when he was a young teacher in Belfast in the early 1960s and 

many of the best known poems in North, his important volume published in 1975, are linguistically 

tuned to the Anglo-Saxon note in English. His poetic line was much more resolutely stressed and 

packed during this period than it would be in the eighties and nineties when the "Mediterranean" 

elements in the literary and linguistic heritage of English became more pronounced. Station Island 

(1984) reveals Dante, for example, as a crucial influence, and echoes of Virgil - as well as a translation 

from Book VI of The Aeneid - are to be found in Seeing Things (1991). Heaney's early study of Irish 

bore fruit in the translation of the Middle Irish story of Suibhne Gealt in Sweeney Astray (1982) and 

in several other translations and echoes and allusions: the Gaelic heritage has always has been part of 

his larger keyboard of reference and remains culturally and politically central to the poet and his 

work. 

 

Heaney's poems first came to public attention in the mid-1960s when he was active as one of a group 

of poets who were subsequently recognized as constituting something of a "Northern School" within 

Irish writing. Although Heaney is stylistically and temperamentally different from such writers as 

Michael Longley and Derek Mahon (his contemporaries), and Paul Muldoon, Medbh McGuckian and 

Ciaran Carson (members of a younger Northern Irish generation), he does share with all of them the 

fate of having been born into a society deeply divided along religious and political lines, one which 

was doomed moreover to suffer a quarter-century of violence, polarization and inner distrust. This 

had the effect not only of darkening the mood of Heaney's work in the 1970s, but also of giving him 

a deep preoccupation with the question of poetry's responsibilities and prerogatives in the world, since 

poetry is poised between a need for creative freedom within itself and a pressure to express the sense 

of social obligation felt by the poet as citizen. The essays in Heaney's three main prose collections, 

but especially those in The Government of the Tongue (1988) and The Redress of Poetry (1995), bear 

witness to the seriousness which this question assumed for him as he was coming into his own as a 

writer. 

 

Heaney's beginnings as a poet coincided with his meeting the woman whom he was to marry 

and who was to be the mother of his three children. Marie Devlin, like her husband, came from a 

large family, several of whom are themselves writers and artists, including the poet's wife who has 

recently published an important collection of retellings of the classic Irish myths and legends (Over 

Nine Waves, 1994). Marie Heaney has been central to the poet's life, both professionally and 

imaginatively, appearing directly and indirectly in individual poems from all periods of his oeuvre 

right down to the most recent, and making it possible for him to travel annually to Harvard by staying 

on in Dublin as custodian of the growing family and the family home. 

 

The Heaneys had spent a very liberating year abroad in 1970/71 when Seamus was a visiting 

lecturer at the Berkeley campus of the University of California. It was the sense of self-challenge and 

new scope which he experienced in the American context that encouraged him to resign his 

lectureship at Queen's University (1966-72) not long after he returned to Ireland, and to move to a 

cottage in County Wicklow in order to work full time as a poet and free-lance writer. A few years 

later, the family moved to Dublin and Seamus worked as a lecturer in Carysfort College, a teacher 

training college, where he functioned as Head of the English Department until 1982, when his present 

arrangement with Harvard University came into existence. This allows the poet to spend eight months 

at home without teaching in exchange for one semester's work at Harvard. In 1984, Heaney was 

named Boylston Professor of Rhetoric and Oratory, one of the university's most prestigious offices. 
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In 1989, he was elected for a five-year period to be Professor of Poetry at Oxford University, a post 

which requires the incumbent to deliver three public lectures every year but which does not require 

him to reside in Oxford. 

 

In the course of his career, Seamus Heaney has always contributed to the promotion of artistic 

and educational causes, both in Ireland and abroad. While a young lecturer at Queen's University, he 

was active in the publication of pamphlets of poetry by the rising generation and took over the running 

of an influential poetry workshop which had been established there by the English poet, Philip 

Hobsbaum, when Hobsbaum left Belfast in 1966. He also served for five years on The Arts Council 

in the Republic of Ireland (1973-1978) and over the years has acted as judge and lecturer for countless 

poetry competitions and literary conferences, establishing a special relationship with the annual W.B. 

Yeats International Summer School in Sligo. In recent years, he has been the recipient of several 

honorary degrees; he is a member of Aosdana, the Irish academy of artists and writers, and a Foreign 

Member of The American Academy of Arts and Letters. In 1996, subsequent to his winning the Nobel 

Prize in Literature in 1995, he was made a Commandeur de L'Ordre des Arts et Lettres by the French 

Ministry of Culture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Redress of Poetry - Summary 
 

Seamus Heaney in his essay, ‘The Redress of Poetry’, presents a comprehensive account 

for defending poetry. He frequently quotes different critics to advocate his view point. He does not 

hesitate to move from one point to another to prove his assertion. Heaney animates the true essence 

of poetry to prove it an integral part of our life. To advocate his view point, he brings different 

references to prove it. He refers from Sir Sidney to Wallace Stevens to advocate the merits of poetry. 

He describes different aspects of poetry. He defends it, looks into the works of different defenders 

and discusses the forms of poetry with reference to different poets and critics. 

The Redress of Poetry had its origin in fifteen lectures that Seamus Heaney delivered in his 

role as professor of poetry at the University of Oxford from 1989 to 1994. Ten of the lectures are 

reprinted in the book, which is both a defense of poetry and an analysis of poets ranging from 

Christopher Marlowe in the sixteenth century to Elizabeth Bishop in the twentieth century. 

The introduction to the book gives a context for the various ways Heaney will discover that 

poetry provides a “redress” or relief to the reader. For example, he cites a late poem by Robert Frost 

called “Directive” to show that poetry is an “imaginative transformation of human life.” Poetry does 

not dwell in the world of fact, represented by the painful events within the house Frost describes “in 

earnest,” but in the imaginative world, suggested by the playhouse of the children. This imagined 

world can heal humans and make them “whole,” by encompassing and transforming painful reality 

into pleasure. 
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The next chapter, “The Redress of Poetry,” attempts to define some of the possible ways of 

seeing this “redress.” Heaney begins with the more obvious definitions of the word as “reparation” 

or “compensation” of a wrong. Yet it can also mean to set right, to “restore” or “re-establish.” These 

obsolete meanings suggest further ways that poetry may affect a reader. Furthermore, Heaney finds 

an even more obsolete definition taken from hunting: “to bring back (the hounds or the deer) to the 

proper course.” 

The restorative power of poetry is, for Heaney, its most important function. Heaney is 

especially eager to defend the delight in poetry against those who would make it an instrument of 

political correctness and so serve some specific social or political purpose. He cites the example of 

the Irish rebel Thomas MacDonagh, who participated in and was executed after the 1916 Uprising. 

MacDonagh despised the British Empire and its refusal to give freedom to Ireland. As Heaney insists, 

however, MacDonagh did not reject the poetic tradition of Britain and even wrote a book on Thomas 

Campion’s metrics. In the 1990’s, that tradition, and the canon it represented, is being displaced by 

those who wish to replace it with literary works that are written by or for members of various groups 

that have been oppressed. Heaney wishes to preserve the “surprise” and joy that poetry provides in 

the face of such demands. 

“Extending the Alphabet” deals with the style of Christopher Marlowe. Heaney speaks of how 

he was overwhelmed as a college student by hearing a skilled reader deliver Marlowe’s mighty lines. 

In the essay, however, he discusses Marlowe’s long unfinished poem “Hero and Leander.” Some 

might find in that poem a defense of homosexuality or condemn it as being sexist, but Heaney insists 

that if read correctly, it yields a “fine excess” and a sheer pleasure in the power of language. Any 

attempt to use the poem for a partisan cause ignores what is most important in it; such a reading is 

self-serving, not a true response. 

In an essay on John Clare’s poetry, Heaney sorts out the permanent and important poems of 

Clare from the more ephemeral ones. He considers that the celebrated poems that Clare wrote in his 

madness and poverty do not represent him at his best or show the poet in his true poetic element. 

Instead, Heaney believes that the true poems of Clare are those on nature, such as “Mouse’s Nest.” 

Yet he singles out as Claire’s most important and influential poems those written on the enclosure of 

the land in the nineteenth century, especially “Swordy Well.” That model of protest still pays attention 

to poetic effects, as “effortless” as they may seem. Heaney cites, for example, the ballad stanza as a 

traditional form that “kept Clare on the right road poetically.” At the end of the essay, Heaney sees 

Clare as a possible model for a postmodern poetry that can offer social protest yet still retain the 

imaginative demands of poetic language. He even claims that the best of recent British poetry is 

indebted to the style and practice of Clare. 
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Critical Appreciation-The Redress of Poetry 
 

Ever since Plato, poets have been a victim of the allegation that poetry is a useless thing and that 

it does not have anything to offer. And poets have always been trying to defend themselves. It is 

probably Heaney who has defended poetry the best. He starts with the argument that a Heckler might 

question about the use of poetry but might not have a thorough reading of poetry. He would have his 

allegations based merely upon the little reading he might have had in his lifetime. He might say that 

politics, science and other fields of knowledge have contributed towards the development of mankind 

but poetry has not served mankind at all, as poetry is something associated only with imagination and 

poets are the imaginative people who do not have anything concrete to offer. 

To answer these charges, Heaney proposes a number of advantages of poetry. First of all, poetry 

has a redressing effect. It renders hope to its readers by saying “it is a state of mind not the state of 

the world.” Secondly, a poet sees the society and finds out the reasons of disturbance in the 

equilibrium in a society. He is the one who not only recognizes the source of disturbance but also 

adds weight to the lighter scale to restore the equilibrium. Similarly, poetry gives an outlet to the 

powerful emotions of the poet as well as the reader and hence protects them from “violence without”. 

Heaney also answers the question why we do not enjoy poetry. He says that we enjoy poetry only 

when our experience coincides with the experience of the poet. As “the taste of apple does not lie 

in the fruit itself but in its contact with the palate”. 

 

Plato and Republic: 
  To demand a utilitarian (useful rather than attractive) and the pragmatic approach from poetry 

has been as old as Plato. Plato had banished the poets from his Republic. But ironically, his argument 

was that poetry took us away from the idea, while poetry is in fact is the world of the ideal. He is 

among the haters of poets and poetry. Plato conceived this world as a world of illusions. This is not 

the real world. It is an imperfect copy of an ideal world. That ideal world exists in our idea that is 

why it is called ideal, belonging to the idea. In his ideal Republic, Plato would allow only those people 

who may take us to perfection. 

 

Aristotle and Plato: 
The poet takes us away from the ideal, so Plato does not allow the poets to enter his Republic. 

Aristotle opposed his teacher and said, “The poet had a vision and in our appearance he saw our ideal. 

When he makes our portrait, he does not simply copy the features, he actually draws the character.”  

Aristotle was of the view that poet was essential to keep balance in society. He insisted that the 

poet takes us towards the ideal not away from it. Thus Plato opposed poetry but Aristotle 

supported it. 

 

Heaney’s Redress of Poetry: 
Right from the beginning, poets have been condemned as idle people. They are generally 

considered to be worthless. Some are of the view that the poets are worthless people and some 

consider them an essential need of life. However, Heaney is a defender of poetry and he gives some 

lively ideas to prove his view-point and he has been quite successful in defending poetry. 
 

The subject that Seamus Heaney has treated, the redress of poetry, is not a new subject. The 

nature and purpose of poetry has been a subject of practical importance to everyone who has an 

interest in poetry. Heaney’s poetry is referred to as ‘vividly imaginative, whilst being firmly rooted 

in reality’, a sentence of which is essential in understanding Heaney’s poetry. Throughout each 

collection Heaney takes a central idea of ‘childhood’ or ‘place names’ and connects these through his 

own emotions to his strong feelings on the disastrous political situation in Ireland, ‘I am afraid’. 

However, The strong emotions Heaney feels connected through a central face value theme is most 

strongly shown through Heaney’s evocative imagery, metaphors and structure. Heaney’s poetry 

endeavours to be ‘vivid’ through using strong personal messages that relate to the reader but succeeds 
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most readily by combining this with the subtlety of using a common theme. All the above features in 

Heaney’s poetry shows that as a poet, Heaney himself has achieved the redressing effects of 

poetry. To conclude, Heaney tries to demonstrate that poetry has a function in life, though not 

ostentatious. The poet does nothing on purpose, but poetry is a medium which by its very nature serve 

as a purpose. 
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01 – Defence of Poetry 
Various Interpretations of the Word ‘Redress’ / Poetry Will 

Never Become Irrelevant / Redressing Effect of Poetry 

 

Q. Write your own defense of poetry in the light of Seamus Heaney’s views. 

Q. How far is Seamus Heaney justified in seeking the redress of poetry? 

Q. Poetry is as much relevant as ever in this highly industrialized age of ours. Discuss with 

reference to Seamus Heaney. 

Q. How does poetry, according to Seamus Heaney, redress social, economic and cultural 

ill? 

  

Seamus Heaney is an Irish poet, essayist and a great critic. In his essay “The Redress of 

Poetry”, he advocated the utility of poetry. Among the varied criticisms of poetry, none has so 

authentically or totally defended poetry as Heaney because he had a broader and a very 

comprehensive view of the history of poetry. He uses his encyclopedic knowledge to defend poetry 

and quotes a numbers of other defenders of poetry in different ages, to prove that poetry is the most 

exquisite genre of literature. Hence, his defense of poetry is an authentic one. 

 “Redress” means reassurance, confirmation and revaluation. Heaney tries to set poetry upright 

to describe whether poetry is a useful activity in modern times or not. To determine the value of 

poetry has been a very old controversial problem. The poets have always been condemned as idle and 

worthless people and poetry has been considered to be a fictitious activity. 

 Seamus Heaney in his essay, ‘The Redress of Poetry’, presents a comprehensive account 

for defending poetry. He frequently quotes different critics to advocate his view point. He does 

not hesitate to move from one point to another to prove his assertion. Heaney animates the true 

essence of poetry to prove it an integral part of our life. To advocate his view point, he brings 

different references to prove it. He refers from Sir Sidney to Wallace Stevens to advocate the 

merits of poetry. He describes different aspects of poetry. He defends it, looks into the works of 

different defenders and discusses the forms of poetry with reference to different poets and 

critics. 

Heaney starts his essay with Plato’s condemnation who stood extremely against the poets and 

poetry. He restricted the entrance of poets in his ideal “Republic”, which was based on reason. He 

felt that where there is emotion, there is no reason. But since after Plato, all the defenders of poetry 

refuted his argument even his pupil, Aristotle, refuted the concept of Plato against the poets and 

poetry, rather, he forcefully favoured poets and poetry, so much so that he declared them as an 

essential part of a society. Heaney alludes many modern critics to value the adequate place of poetry. 

 In modern defenders, Sir Philip Sidney says that poetry has a very close relation with our 

existence. It is a blend of both philosophy and history. As philosophy deals with only ideas whereas 

history only deals with facts, but poetry gives us an ideal picture of life, a symbolic representation of 

life, through the fusion of both history and philosophy. Hence, poetry is a very useful activity in the 

society. Heaney quotes a modern critic Wallace Stevens: 

“The nobility of poetry is a violence from within that protects us from a 

violence without”. 

 Though Plato condemned poetry, yet he appealed that poetic imagination should work with 

the flow of government. Heaney feels that the followers of Plato in the modern world i.e. the 

politicians also hold the same view that poets should support the arguments hence poetry should 
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strengthen their point of view. They want poetry to deal with the earthly matters, rather than its being 

merely an imaginative response. Heaney says that; like politics, poetry is not an applied art, thus it 

should not convert the prevailing condition by direct representation. Poetry only shows the way, while 

politics leads to the way. If poetry starts leading the way, it would become propaganda. 

 According to Wallace Stevens, poets help us in conceiving the real world, which is full of 

complexities. A poets gives a vivid experience of this complex world in his fiction. He gives an 

opportunity to recognize its difficulties and offers its solution. While a political activist desires only 

change not for solution. During World War – II poets were supposed to contribute to war by 

dehumanizing the face of enemy. Heaney feels: 

“To do any of those things is to add a complication, where the general desire 

is for a simplification.” 

Heaney refers to Simone Weil, who believes that there should be a balance, in the world. If a society 

is unbalanced, one must do what one can to add the weight to the lighter scale: 

“Obedience to the force of gravity the greatest sin.” 

 Heaney shares the view of Weil and states that poetic grace lies in the movement against the 

current and existing standard. Thus poetry should have a tendency to place counter reality in the 

scales.  Heaney believes that poetry does a mutual sharing of feelings. Poets create an imaginary 

world, owing to their sixth sense, which is parallel to the real world, and through this imaginary world 

they present the emotions, ambitions and passions of the real world. He gives an example of a poem 

“Directive” by Robert Frost. In this poem the playhouse of children is a parallel to the everyday 

experienced house of reality. 

“This was no play house but a house in earnest.” 

 Heaney mentions the views of other poets, who share their opinions. As Havel believes poetry 

as a state of mind, a dimension of the soul, an orientation of spirit and an orientation of heart. He feels 

that poetry transcends immediately from the experienced world and anchors somewhere beyond its 

horizons. He states: 

“It is nor the conviction that something will turn out well, but the certainty 

that something makes sense, regardless of how it turns out.” 

 Heaney’s approach, to poetry is a combination of aesthetic and didactic-classic. He feels that 

poetry should perform a counter weighting function, like Dante’s divine comedy. Heaney states: 

“As long as the coordinates of the imagined thing correspond to those of the 

world that we live and endure, poetry is fulfilling its counter weighting 

function.” 

 Heaney mentions Jorge Luis, who describes that poetry’s pleasure is neither in the words nor 

in form but in the thrill that comes with each reading. This thrill is only possible when poetry is 

counter-weighting the reality. Herbert’s poetry is an excellent example in this regard. 

 Seamus Heaney describes Herbert’s poem “The Pulley” to make his point clear. “The Pulley” 

is a parable about God, in which God devices a way to keep the minds and aspirations of human 

beings turned towards heaven, inspite of all the pleasures and penalties of being upon earth, there is 

also a pun on the word ‘rest’, which adds to the beauty of the poem. 

 Thus in his essay, Seamus Heaney builds different assumptions of redress of poetry. He 

defends poetry on the ground of its utility. He deals with the subject matter of poets and critics in his 

favour. He does not stick to one point, the essay moves like a serpent. 

 In short, Heaney’s convincing arguments, his style, lucidity of vision, persuasive references 

and precise examples, make his defence appealing and authentic, and thus make this essay a master 

piece in the annals of his literary achievements. 
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02 – Heaney’s Prose Style 
 

 Seamus Heaney occupies a distinctive place amongst his contemporaries for presenting a 

marvelous piece of work on the validity of poetry. He has been awarded a Noble Prize for his services 

for poetry in 1997. As a prose writer Heaney has an elegant charm and the ability to rise suddenly 

from conventional ideas to home truths. He avoids the weaknesses that makes his criticism sublime 

and graceful. His criticism on the poetry touches the apex of authenticity. 

 Heaney’s canvas of writing is not very broad. All his essays are limited to his own field i.e. 

poetry. He animates poetry which his substantial and thought provoking ideas which is a 

manifestation of his encyclopedic range of learning and deep concern with poetry. He writes for 

redress, reassurance, reestablishment and reconfirmation of the poetry and his efforts in this context 

are really worthwhile. 

Seamus Heaney in his essay, ‘The Redress of Poetry’, presents a comprehensive account for 

defending poetry. He frequently quotes different critics to advocate his view point. He does not 

hesitate to move from one point to another to prove his assertion. Heaney animates the true essence 

of poetry to prove it an integral part of our life. To advocate his view point, he brings different 

references to prove it. He refers from Sir Sidney to Wallace Stevens to advocate the merits of poetry. 

He describes different aspects of poetry. He defends it, looks into the works of different defenders 

and discusses the forms of poetry with reference to different poets and critics. 

 His style provides a comprehensive study of poetry. He perceives the issue of poetry in its 

historical prospects. That’s why he begins his essay “The Redress of Poetry”, with a reference to 

Plato’s condemnation of poets and unties the knots through Herbert and Hardy. He also brings out 

certain other references lend a sublimity to his style and make it more scholarly. As he quotes Vaclav 

Havel, in favour of poetry: 

“It is nor the conviction that something will turn out well, but the certainty 

that something makes sense, regardless of how it turns out.” 

 Heaney’s style generally has a quality of preciseness. He tries to convey his thought and 

meaning through appropriate words and avoids superfluous and vague expressions. Much of the 

clarity of Heaney’s style is due to his precision in sentences like: 

“The movement (of poetry) is from delight to wisdom.” 

And 

“In the activity of poetry too, there is a tendency to place a counter-reality in 

the scales.” 

 Although there are occasions when one comes across certain long sentences, yet they are not 

obscure. The aim of Heaney is always to give a better understanding of his point. Hence, these long 

sentences clarify his view, even more. 

“As long as the coordinates of the imagined thing correspond to those of 

the world that we live in and endure, poetry is fulfilling its counter 

weighting-function.” 

 Heaney’s style is also aphoristic and witty. It holds a mirror to his learning and intelligence. 

There are certain paradoxes, comparisons and contrasts, which are typical in Heaney’s style. 

“Poetry is comprehensive of events but not productive of events.” 

 Berkley states “The taste of the apple lies in the contact of the fruit with the palate not in 

the fruit itself”; in a similar way poetry lies in the meeting of poem and reader, nor in the lines of 

symbols printed on the pages of a book. 
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 Heaney’s approach in his essays is also anecdotal. He develops his argument with the help of 

stories, as he begins his essay “The Redress of Poetry” with the story of a visionary crew. Heaney 

also appeals to the common sense of his reader. He introduces the practice of everyday life, to bring 

a point home. That’s why his expression of conveying the thoughts is so comprehensive that even a 

layman can understand well what he says. 

 For Heaney, Language is not a mere artistic device, it is a vehicle for the conveyance of 

thought. His language conducts his meaning and thoughts. The use of proper words at proper places 

helps him greatly, to convey his thought clearly and in a straight-forward manner. 

“Poetry does not need to invoke a god to sanction its working, its truth …. 

Does not stand upon external testimony, but is carried live into the heart 

by passion.” 

 There are also some controversial aspects in Heaney’s prose style. He appears challenging, 

when he asserts, the innate and individual value of poetry. He claims that poetry has nothing to do 

with politics and that it is self-sufficient. 

“Obedience to the force of gravity is the greatest sin.” 

 But then he seems compromising, when he accepts the liberation movement of Irish poets. He 

says that in such a case, it becomes a part of sensibility of the poet and does not sound like propaganda. 

 Heaney’s style is a blend of classic and aesthetic. He has an intuitive approach to poetry. He 

believes in sixth sense of poets and feels that the moment of ecstasy is the moment of creation, but, 

at the same time he holds the view that poetry might practice an influence on the lives of the readers? 

He is also rationalistic, practical and seeks symmetry. Hence, like aesthetics believes in intuition and 

like classics believes in reason. 

 Heaney’ style is also analytical. Though all the discussion of poetry, he urges for a non-partial 

and comprehensive analysis of poetry, since the beginning till his time. His analysis appears 

something like this: 

“The world of poetry and the world of reality are two different worlds, but 

they depend on each other and reinforce each other.” 

 Being professor in English Literature, his essays are well illustrative, thoroughly descriptive 

with a huge number of references, perfectly fit for his position. 

 The pith and narrow of all this is that Heaney seems to be safely enshrined as a ‘modern 

classic’. His defence of poetry can be regarded as the most authentic, comprehensive work in the 

history of poetry. His style brings to mind a statement of Thomas; “Light breaks where no sun 

shines.” 
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Q. Function of Poetry / Poetry & Life / Utility of Poetry 

What Poetry Means to Life? 
 

“There is one important thing to say about poetry: you don’t need to 

know a lot of it for it to have value and meaning in your life or the life of 

your society”.      (Seamus Heaney) 

 

In his thesis ‘The Redress of Poetry’, Heaney’s main subject is the utility of poetry or what poetry 

means to life. He skillfully describes the functions of poetry. He finds support for his views about 

imaginative literature in Plato’s theory of ideas. The world of ideas removes the defects of the world 

of fact, since the ideal is the perfect form of imperfect existence. He goes on to say that the imagined 

standards and poetic fiction provide the dream of an alternative world to both the government and the 

revolutionary. Both try to make the society as they imagine it to be the best. Actually, poetry is a link 

between the real and the ideal. Poetry takes us to the paradise while we stay on earth. Sydney wrote 

in ‘Apology for Poetry’: 

“A poet is a nightingale who sits in darkness and sings to cheer its own 

solitude with sweet songs; his auditors are axmen and tranced  by the melody 

of unseen musician who feels that they are moved and softened, yet know not 

whence or why”. 

 

Heaney, describing the functions and utilities of poetry, says that poetry focuses from 

delight to wisdom. He says the world of poetry is an answer to the world of fact. Life creates anxieties; 

Poetry tries to relieve   them. Life disturbs but poetry consoles. It shows man the right path and poetry 

has a power of sustaining man in difficulties. These are the pragmatic advantages of poetry. Heaney 

also defends poetry on the level of its aesthetic utility. We get pleasure out of words. Man comes to 

wisdom through delight, not to delight through wisdom. Man studies poetry to amuse himself and 

to satisfy his soul but in this psychological state he gets wisdom as well. Thus, poetry is a pleasurable 

study of life. But the impact of poetry is not practical, it is psychological. 

 

Poetry does not force man to go and fight. But poetry shows what is wrong and what is right. 

If poetry becomes practical, according to Heaney, it will not remain poetry, it will become a 

propaganda. It is not the nature of poetry. Heaney quotes Wallace Stevens in order to evaluate his 

argument. Wallace says that poetry creates an alternative world to the world of fact. Poetry suggests 

what life ought to be. Poetry makes sketches and plans. It shows possibilities; it shows what is 

desirable. 

 

The subject that Seamus Heaney has treated, the redress of poetry, is not a new subject. The 

nature and purpose of poetry has been a subject of practical importance to everyone who has an 

interest in poetry. Heaney builds different assumptions for the redress of poetry. The question is that 

whether, poetry is a useful activity in society; whether poetry is an aesthetic or a pragmatic work. 

Seamus Heaney in his essay, ‘The Redress of Poetry’, presents a comprehensive account for 

defending poetry. He frequently quotes different critics to advocate his view point. He does not 

hesitate to move from one point to another to prove his assertion. Heaney animates the true essence 

of poetry to prove it an integral part of our life. To advocate his view point, he brings different 

references to prove it. He refers from Sir Sidney to Wallace Stevens to advocate the merits of poetry. 

He describes different aspects of poetry. He defends it, looks into the works of different defenders 

and discusses the forms of poetry with reference to different poets and critics. 

There have been a lot of discussions whether poets and poetry are of any use in the 

complexities and miseries of life or not some are of the view that the poets are worthless people and 
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some condemned them as idle people. As Plato is among the haters of poets and poetry. He had 

banished the poets from his ‘Republic’. Aristotle was of the view that the poets are essential to keep 

balance in society and they took us towards the ideal. There were others also who kept defending 

poetry against all kinds of objections for instance, Sydney asserted that ‘The poet takes us to the 

ideal’. So, Shelley supports poetry because poetry teaches the perfect. Oscar wild said that life should 

imitate art because art presents the perfect. Sidney wrote in “Apology for Poetry” “Poets are the 

unacknowledged legislators of the World”. 

 

Heaney is of the opinion that the world of reality and the world of imagination are two 

different worlds but they depend upon each other and they reinforce each other and this is the subject 

of his poem “Squarings”. From this story, Heaney concludes that there are two worlds, our everyday 

world and the world of visionary crew. Heaney keeps moving between the world of fact and the world 

of imagination. He quotes from Pinskey to support his argument. Pinskey in “Responsibilities of 

The Poet” says that the poet has a responsibility to answer. He is to answer the question raised by 

life. Life raises questions and poet gives answers. 
 

Redress of poetry lies in providing an alternative world to the world of actual living. The 

world in which we live, is full of confusions and sufferings. Poetry opens the doors of a world to us 

which is reassuring and consoling. Poetry shows us what is possible and desirable. It gives us the 

world of our aspirations, and human aspirations are not ideal or futile. These can be idealized. It is 

poetry which is the real motive power in life. 

To sum up, we can say that Heaney tries to demonstrate that poetry has a function in life, 

though not ostentatious. The poet does nothing on purpose, but poetry is a medium which by its very 

nature serves a purpose. This can be understood with reference to a statement by Wordsworth that 

his poetry has a purpose. It is not meaningless activity. But this purpose is not imposed upon poetry. 

Since Wordsworth lives a purposeful life, therefore whatever he does has a purpose in it. Heaney 

believes that poetry cannot be subjected to any particular direction and not limited to any certain 

aspect of society. He emphasizes that poets should elevate their services on universal level and poetry 

should be above all racial, social and political prejudices. This is how he evaluates brighter sides and 

functions of poetry in his essay ‘Redress of Poetry”. 

 

“Poetry cannot afford to lose its fundamentally self-delighting 

inventiveness, its joy in being a process of language as well as 

a representation of things in the world”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

For more notes, papers, test series visit www.notespk.com



MA English Part I – Paper IV (Prose) – By: Nauman Sadaf 93 
 

 

“You cannot continue to victimize someone else just because 

you yourself were a victim once—there has to be a limit”. 
― Edward W. Said 
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  Edward Said 

   (1935 - 2003) 

 

 

“You cannot continue to victimize someone else just 

because you yourself were a victim once—there has to be 

a limit”. ― Edward W. Said 

 

Edward Wadie Saïd (1 November 1935 – 25 September 2003) was a Palestinian–American literary 

theoretician (scholar), University Professor of English and Comparative Literature at Columbia 

University. He was a public intellectual (thinker, scholar) who was a founding figure of the critical-

theory field of post-colonialism. He was born a Palestinian Arab in the Jerusalem city of Mandatory 

Palestine, and was American through his U.S.-citizen father, Wadie Saïd. As such, Edward Saïd was 

an advocate for the political and the human rights of the Palestinian people. 
 

As an influential cultural critic and writer, Edward W. Saïd is best known for the book Orientalism 

(1978). This book is a critical analysis of the culturally inaccurate representations that are the bases 

of Orientalism — the Western study of Eastern cultures; how The West perceives and represents The 

East.  
 

As a public intellectual, he discussed contemporary politics, music, culture, and literature, in 

lectures, newspaper and magazine articles, and books. Drawing from his family experiences, as 

Palestinian Christians in the Middle East, at the time of the establishment of Israel (1948), Saïd argued 

for the establishment of a Palestinian state. He argued for equal political and human rights for the 

Palestinians in Israel — including the right of return — and for increased U.S. political pressure upon 

Israel to recognize, grant, and respect said rights. Edward Saïd also criticized the political and cultural 

politics of the Arab and Muslim régimes who acted against the interests of their peoples. His 

intellectual formation derived from the Western education, British and American, imparted to him in 

the Middle East (Egypt) and in the U.S., where he resided from adolescence (youth) until his death in 

2003. Intellectually active until the last months of his life, Edward Wadie Saïd died of leukaemia in 

late 2003. 

  

Works: 

Edward Said’s major works include Orientalism, The Question of Palestine, Covering Islam, 

After the Last Sky, and Culture and Imperialism. He delivered his speech Culture and Imperialism 

at York University, Toronto, February 10, 1993. He was an influential writer, speaker and teacher. 

1950’s he went to the USA and studied at Princeton and Howard. His writings have been translated 

into 26 languages. Orientalism is his most influential book which presents the Western view of the 

Islamic World. It is limited to the Middle East only but it covers the whole landscape occupied by 

19th and 20th century. He had been a teacher of Literature (Comparative) and made critical and 

literary analysis of most writers literary allusions are frequently found in his political works.  
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Introduction to Culture and Imperialism (1993) 
 
 
 

Culture and Imperialism is a lecture by Edward Said. It briefly surveys the formation of Western 

Culture to show that the process itself was a result of imperialism. Edward Said explains Imperialism 

as “the practice, the theory and the attitudes of a dominating metropolitan (city, urban) center 

that rules a distant territory.” Imperialism originated with the industrial revolution in 19th century. 

The 19th century was rise of the west for its dominating position. It grabbed lands so largely and 

abundantly as never before. The industrial revolution caused imperialism. Colonialism, almost always 

a consequence of imperialism, is the implanting (establishing) of settlements on distant territories. The 

British and the French held sway over a large part of the globe.  Imperialism is simply the process or 

policy of establishing or maintaining an empire. 
 

A series of lectures that Edward Said delivered on the relationship between culture and 

empire in the universities in the United States, Canada and England shows that Edward 

Said wants to expand the appeal of his arguments to the rest of the world. The 

arguments which he put forward in “Orientalism” were particularly focused on the Middle 

East but now through the subject matter of these lectures on culture and imperialism, he 

wants to describe a more general structure of relationship between the modern 

metropolitan West and its overseas territories. 
 

For the industrial revolution, cheap raw material and labour was needed so for the development of 

the backward countries, loud claims against imperialism were made out to be need of the nations. The 

slave nations were taught to regard it as a blessing. 1st world war ended the European Imperialism to 

some extent, but the 2nd world war brought about it. The two hot wars initiated a major cold war 

between USSR and the USA. Thus, Imperialism took a new shape. The USA reduced USSR and 

came to be the sole super power. It the USA-based Imperialism that ES targets in his works. The book 

also has its literary merits like Conrad’s ‘Heart of Darkness’, E.M. Forster’s ‘A Passage to India’ and 

many others.  

 

In defining the two terms he says that: 
 

Culture:  

The learned, accumulated experience of communities and it consists of socially    transmitted patterns 

of behavior.  According to the anthropologist Cliff Greety, Culture is: An ordered system of meanings 

and symbols in terms of which social interaction take place. 
 

Imperialism:  (According to Oxford English Dictionary may be defined as): aggressive (violent, forceful) 

expansion (increase) of peoples at the expense of the neighbors. This has been going on for years. 

 

In short, we can say that Imperialism is the policy of extending the control or authority over foreign 

entities as a means of acquisition and/or maintenance of empires. Cultural Imperialism is the practice 

of promoting the culture or language of one nation in another.  

 

Whatever Said has delivered in his lecturer on culture and imperialism, absolutely shows 

the clear picture of the so called imperialism of the Western countries. The hunger of the western 

economies for industrialization led the western countries to extend their domination on the distant 

territories of the other countries. They did this in order to capture their natural sources of raw 

materials. This imperialism even did not come to end after the post war decolonization but it shaped 

in newly devised world order by the US which was no more than a worst kind of reproduction of the 

old imperial order. 
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Culture and Imperialism 
(Summary) 

 

"My method is to focus as much as possible on individual works, to 

read them first as great products of the creative and interpretive 

imagination, and then to show them as part of the relationship 

between culture and empire."  Edward Said 

 

Edward Said is a brilliant and unique combination of scholar, literary critic and political 

activist. In Culture and Imperialism, he examines the roots of imperialism in the Western 

culture and traces the relationship between culture and imperialism. Imperialism has always 

fascinated the literary writers and political thinkers as a subject. It was a major theme of nineteenth 

and twentieth century native and non-native novelists and poets. Different writers have different 

perception about the phenomenon (fact, happening, incident, event). A lot has been written on the subject 

in the past but Edward's book Culture and Imperialism attracted everybody's attention. This book was 

read and discussed in all parts of the world and was hailed (praised) by reviewers and critics as a 

monumental work. 
 

In the Introduction to Culture and Imperialism, Edward states that his previous work 

Orientalism (1978) was limited to Middle East, and in the present book he wanted to describe a 

more general pattern of relationship between the modern West and its overseas territories. This book, 

he says, is not a sequel of Orientalism, as it aims at something different. 
 

According to Edward there are two types of attitudes towards culture. One that considers 

culture as a concept that includes refining and elevating (inspiring, educational) element, each society's 

reservoir of best that has been known and thought. The other is the aggressive, protectionist attitude 

viewing culture as a source of identity that differentiates between 'us and 'them', and power with 

which we can combat the influences of the foreign cultures. Culture conceived (imagined, considered) 

in this way becomes a protective enclosure (area, field, attachment) that divorces (splits, disconnects) us 

from the everyday world. 
 

"I have found it a challenge not to see culture in this way- 

that is, antiseptically quarantined from worldly affiliations, 

but as an extraordinary field of endeavour." 
 

Edward Said believes that novel has been important in formation of imperialistic attitudes, 

references, and experiences. Literature is, no doubt, the mirror that faithfully captures and reflects the 

picture of culture. Edward Said sees the European writing on Africa, India, Ireland, and other 

lands as part of European effort to rule distant lands. He says that Colonial and post-Colonial 

fiction is central to his argument. These writings present the colonised lands as 'mysterious lands' 

inhabited by uncivilized barbarians, who understood only the language of violence, and deserved to 

be ruled. This is a misrepresentation of the native people and their cultures, and needs to be redressed. 

Edward Said finds a connection between these narratives and the imperial process, of which they are 

a part. These writing ignore the important aspect of the reality- the native people and their culture. 
 

Edward Said refers to different novels in order to explain what he had in mind: Dickens' 

Great Expectations, and Joseph Conrad's Nostromo. Dickens' Great Expectations is a primarily a 

story about Pip's vain attempt to become a gentleman. Early in life Pip helps a condemned convict, 

Abel Magwitch, who after being transported to Australia, pays back Pip with huge sums of money 

through his lawyer. Magwitch reappears illegally in London after sometime. Pip does not welcome 

him and rejects him as an unpleasant criminal. Magwitch is unacceptable being from Australia, a 

penal colony designed for rehabilitation of English criminals. This is a remarkable novel, according 
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to Said, but the focus of the narrative is London, not Australia. Dickens did not bother to discuss the 

plight of the convicts in Australia, from where they could never return. In Said's judgment the 

prohibition placed on Magwitch's return is not only penal but also imperial. These ugly criminals 

could not by allowed to return to England-the land of decent people. 
 

Conrad's Nostromo, the second example picked up by Said, is set in a Central American 

Republic, independent, but dominated by outside interests because of its immense silver mines. In 

this novel Holroyd, the American financer tells Charles Gould, the British owner of a mine: 
 

‘We shall run the world's business whether the world likes it or not. 

The world can't help it- and neither we can, I guess.' 
 

This is the general thinking of the imperialists. Edward Said says that the problem with Conrad 

is that he writes as a man whose Western view of Non-Western world is so deep-rooted in as to blind 

him to other histories, other cultures and other aspirations (ambitions, aims). He could never understand 

that India, Africa and South Africa had lives and cultures of their own, not totally controlled by the 

imperialists. Conrad allows the readers to see that imperialism is a system and it should work in a 

proper fashion. There are certain obvious limitations of Conrad's vision. Conrad was both imperialist 

and anti-imperialist, progressive in rendering (depicting, describing) the corruption of overseas 

domination, deeply reactionary in ignoring the fact that Africa and South America had independent 

history and culture, which the imperialist violently disturbed but by which they were ultimately 

defeated. 
 

All such works, says Edward Said, seem to argue that source of world's significant action and 

life was the West, and rest of the world was mind-deadened, having no life, history or integrity 

(honour, honesty) of its own. It is not that these westerners had no sympathy for the foreign cultures; 

their real drawback was their inability to take seriously the alternatives to imperialism. The world has 

changed since Conrad and Dickens due to imperialistic globalisation. Now various cultures have a 

closer interaction and have become interdependent. The colonisers and the colonized do not exist in 

separate worlds. So, one-sided versions cannot hold for long. Even those who are on the side of those 

fighting; for freedom from imperialists need to avoid narrow-mindedness and chauvinistic 

(prejudiced) trends. One has to listen to what people are saying on other side of the fence. Said says 

that this is a positive development. One should always suspect the impressions of an exclusive 

consciousness. Most of the Western writers, for example, could never imagine that those 'natives' 

who appeared either subservient, or uncooperative were one day going to be capable of revolt.  
 

Said’s message is that Imperialism is not about a moment in history, it is about a continuing 

interdependent discourse between subject peoples and the dominant empire. Said’s view of the empire 

and colonialism is best expressed through Fanny and Sir Thomas from Jane Austen’s Mansfield Park 

which is the story of Fanny’s being taken into Sir Thomas’s life at Mansfield Park where she 

eventually adjusts into the role of mistress of “estate”. Fanny is poor. Her parents are not capable 

managers of wealth.  These skills she acquires when she goes to Mansfield Park to live at 10.  Said’s 

comment on Jane Austen’s writings highlight the extent to which he sees in her the reflection of 

empire. 
 

In the last part of the Introduction to 'Culture and Imperialism' Said makes some other points 

about the book. The purpose of his book, he says, is so trace the relationship between culture, aesthetic 

forms and historical experience. His aim is not to give a catalogue of books and authors, "Instead, I 

have tried to look at what I consider to be important and essential things. My hope is that readers 

and critics of this book will use it to further the lines of enquiry and arguments about the historical 

experience of imperialism put forward in it." Moreover, he has not discussed all the empires. He has 

focused on three imperial powers: British, French, and American. This book is about past and present, 

about 'us' and 'them', he says. 
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Glossary 
 

 

 

Culture: Shared beliefs and values of group (The beliefs, customs, practices, and social 

behaviour of a particular nation of people), civilization, and traditions. 

Imperialism: Belief in empire-building (the policy of extending the rule or influence of a 

country over other countries or colonies). Domination by empire. The political, military or 

economic domination of one country over another. The extension of power or authority over 

others in interests of domination. 

Empire: Lands ruled by single authority. 

Colony: Settlement, or occupied territory of an empire. 

Territory: Area of state. 

Colonialism: Practice by which one country controls another. 

Decolonization: Giving independence to subjugated states. 

Subjugated: Enslaved, brought under control. 

Global: Covering or affecting the whole world. 

Jingoism: Favouring use of force or war. 

 

 

More Words: 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 
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Q.1 
 

o Meanings of Culture and Imperialism 
o Edward Said’s views on culture of a colonized nation 

 

“About five years after Orientalism was published in 1978, I began to gather 

together some ideas about the general relationship between culture and 

empire that had become clear to me while writing that book the first result 

was a series of lectures that I gave at universities in the United States, 

Canada, and England in 1985 and 1986. These lectures form the core 

argument of the present work, which has occupied me since that time”.  

(Edward Said’s foreword to Culture & Imperialism) 

 

“Introduction to Culture and Imperialism” is a lecture by Edward Said. It briefly surveys the 

formation of Western culture to show that the process itself was a result of imperialism. Edward Said 

is a brilliant and unique combination of scholar, literary critic and political activist. In Culture and 

Imperialism, he examines the roots of imperialism in the Western culture and traces the relationship 

between culture and imperialism. Imperialism has always fascinated the literary writers and political 

thinkers as a subject. It was a major theme of nineteenth and twentieth century native and non-native 

novelists and poets. Different writers have different perception about the phenomenon(fact, happening, 

incident, event). A lot has been written on the subject in the past but Edward's book ‘Culture and 

Imperialism’ attracted everybody's attention. This book was read and discussed in all parts of the 

world and was hailed(praised) by reviewers and critics as a monumental work. 
 

Edward Said explains his own concepts of Culture and Imperialism. It briefly surveys the 

formation of Western culture to show that the process itself was a result of imperialism. Culture is 

one of the things that elude (avoid, escape) an accurate definition. Some of the various well-known 

definitions are cited by Said in this various works. For instance: 

“Culture is the learned accumulated experience of communities, 

and it consists of socially transmitted patterns of behaviour.” 
 

In final analysis this definition boils down to “socially transmitted patterns of behaviour”, and 

makes more sense, though like any other definition it too cannot be taken as exact and conclusive. 
 

Said also cites Clifford Greety’s definition according to which culture is, “an ordered system 

of meanings and symbols in terms of which social interaction takes place, and a social system in the 

pattern of social interaction itself.” This definition too has a partial relevance to what culture amounts 

to. Said seems more in agreement with Matthew Arnold who regard culture as “each society’s 

reservoir of the best that has been known and thought.”  
 

Edward Said’s entire professional life was devoted to the teaching of literature. As his critical 

outlook was influenced by his colonial social background, he could not help looking for imperialistic 

in literature. Imperialism too does not lend itself to a complete conclusive(certain, final) definition, 

though it is more easily comprehensible than the word culture. For a meaningful discussion, Solomon 

Modell’s definition of imperialism makes a good premise(idea, ground). Modell says: 

      “Imperialism is a policy of extending a country’s power 

beyond its own borders for the purpose of exploiting other 
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lands and other peoples by establishing economic, social or 

political control over them.” 
 

Said gives an updated version of Modell’s definition in the following words: 

         “Imperialism means the practice, the theory and the 

attitude of a dominating metropolitan centre that rules a distant 

territory.” 
 

Imperialism brings about interaction (contact, communication) between the two nations - the 

dominating and the dominated. This interaction never develops into friendship between the two 

nations, because of distrust and contempt (dislike, hatred) on entire said. The dominated nation never 

comes to accept this ideology and attitudes of the dominating nation. In the Indo-Pak sub-continent, 

for instance, about 200 years of British rule could not bring about a friendly relationship between the 

Indians and the British. The Indians could never reconcile (resolve, reunite, settle) themselves to the 

arrogant (proud, egoistical, haughty) attitude of the British. 
 

It is with this concept of culture in his mind that said chooses to write about culture and 

imperialism. Since culture includes ideology and attitudes of a nation, any effort on the part of 

imperialist to subdue (control, restrain) the culture of a nation invokes violent resistance. History 

abounds in bloody instances of such resistance. Palestine, Kashmir and Iraq are apt illustrations of 

the point Edward said tries to highlight in “Introduction to Culture and Imperialism”.  
 

A series of lectures that Edward Said delivered on the relationship between culture and 

empire in the universities in the United States, Canada and England shows that Edward 

Said wants to expand the appeal of his arguments to the rest of the world. The 

arguments which he put forward in “Orientalism” were particularly focused on the Middle 

East but now through the subject matter of these lectures on culture and imperialism, he 

wants to describe a more general structure of relationship between the modern 

metropolitan West and its overseas territories. 

 
 

Although he was not a Muslim, yet Said did had a soft corner for Islam, for he saw how 

unjustly the west hated it without caring to know what it stood for. Even the material in history courses 

for schools was aimed at Islam-bashing rather than giving simple honest information. Said hated this 

attitude because it was absolutely unjust. On his own part he did his best to speak the honest truth in 

his book covering Islam (1981), other writings and interviews. 
 

Education is the field through which the imperialist finds easiest access to the culture of the 

subjugated nation. Most of the third world nations are backward in education and the highly 

developed western imperialists can easily launch their so-called programmes of educational 

development.  

“Every empire, however, tells itself and the world that it is 

unlike all other empires that its mission is not to plunder and 

control but to educate and liberate”. 

(Edward Said - Los Angeles Times) 

 

The British did this in the sub-continent by setting up a network of state managed schools and 

colleges. The curricula of these institutions masterminded by Lord Macaulay were designed to 

produce clerks, minor of officials in cheap quality, and carrying out the routine duties in the offices. 

The curricula contained nothing in the way of character-building. The good old values and traditions 

were relegated to the junkyard of the past. The after effects of the culture damage done by the British 

rule linger on even 58 years after the end of British Raj. 
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So we see how imperialism affects the culture of the subjugated nations. Edward said is right 

when he speaks of culture with reference to imperialism. 
 

“You cannot continue to victimize someone else just 

because you yourself were a victim once—there has to be 

a limit”. ― Edward W. Said 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q.2 
 

 

 Edward Said as a Prose Writer 

 Said’s Style 
 

“About five years after Orientalism was published in 1978, I began to gather 

together some ideas about the general relationship between culture and 

empire that had become clear to me while writing that book the first result 

was a series of lectures that I gave at universities in the United States, 

Canada, and England in 1985 and 1986. These lectures form the core 

argument of the present work, which has occupied me since that time”.  

(Edward Said’s foreword to Culture & Imperialism) 

 

It is generally said that the clarity of style largely depends upon the clarity of thought. The 

grandeur of style is often attributed to the loftiness of the theme. Edward Said was a prolific (creative, 

fertile) and hardworking writer with a vast range of interests. Edward Said’s style has its origin in the 

skill of communication as a teacher of literature. His profession required extensive study of literature 

which quite naturally enriched his expression. His practice as a teacher shaped and matured his style 

of writing. He has used proper words in proper places as Jonathan Swift says: 

“Proper words in proper places make the true definition 

of style”. 

All the great writers have a style of their own, which is peculiar, particular and unique. 

Although different writers are greatly inspired and influenced by the great masters and stylists yet 

they are successful in evolving an attractive and appealing style of their own. They are recognized 
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by their style. A good prose style is both a matter of the choice of the words and their arrangement 

to form complete, compact and meaningful sentences. The writer must have a large store of words 

ready for use. The words play a vital role in enhancing the effect of a piece of literature because 

the words have literal, emotional and potential meanings. The emotional overtones of the words 

are helpful and useful for the writers to be effective. Hence a writer must be aware of their literal 

and emotional meanings and the associated values. Edward Said is greatly admired for his unique 

and genuine style of writing prose. His observation, approach and outlook about life is marvelous. 

The clarity of ideas, transparency of views and vividness of images are remarkable qualities of 
Said’s style. 
 

When we have an analysis of Said's book "culture and imperialism" in detail, we come to know 

that the main idea of this book was inspired by Said's earlier work orientalism. This book was limited 

to the Middle East. But his book culture and imperialism presents a clear picture of the domination 

on the distant territories of the countries of Asia and Africa for capturing their natural responses of 

raw materials by the imperial western countries.  

Said takes much interest in the cultural study of imperialism and is of the view that the best 

source of such kind of study can be drawn by the fiction of the period. He also believes that the novel 

serves as the best source of forming of imperialist attitudes, references and experiences of a certain 

age. Being a professor of Comparative literature, he has devoted his entire professional life to teaching 

literature and yet his outlook was influenced further by the colonical system of the Englishmen. That's 

why, it became his habit to expose and draw the imperialistic implications in the stories. Further, he 

also quotes the references from the great novelists' works to support his view point on cultural 

imperialism. Referring to the great novel Great Expectations by Charles Dickens, he says: 

"What Dickens envisions for Pip, being Magwitch's London gentleman, is 

roughly equivalent to what was envisioned by English benevolence 

for Australia". 
 

Edward Said was a brilliant and unique combination of scholar, literary critic and political 

activist. “Introduction to Culture and Imperialism” is a vivid example of Edward Said’s unique style. 

Culture and Imperialism is a lecture by Edward Said. It briefly surveys the formation of Western 

culture to show that the process itself was a result of imperialism. Here, Said has beautifully presented 

his point of view using his excellent style of communication.  

   

Said was a fairly distinctive writer. All the leading newspapers of the world welcomed his 

contributions. His books were read and admired all over the world. Each of them hit the best-seller 

list, and won him several awards and honours. He came to be known as one of the best prose writer 

of this age. 
 

In poetry, drama and fiction recognition come easier if the writer comes up with something 

new. In prose the writer has to get himself recognized by his diction, phrase and sentence. In other 

words it may be said that the manner counts more than matter. The list of recognized prose writers is 

therefore quite short. Said’s prose is remarkable for an easy flow and exactness of meaning, smart 

turn of phrase and simple diction. Force of logic is another important quality of Said’s prose. Clear-

headedness makes his arguments easy to comprehend. His convincing style lends them force. 
 

Said’s style is very good at defining. For instance, see his definition of imperialism: 

 “.....imperialism means the practice, the theory and the 

attitudes of a dominating metropolitan centre that rules a 

distant.” 

The definition aptly fits his theme “culture and imperialism” as is clearly brings out the link 

between culture and imperialism. Practice, theory and attitudes of rulers affect the culture of the 

colonized nation, as we can see in the existing culture of the sub-continent. Many of the time-
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honoured customs and traditions of the pre-British rule culture ceased to exist. A number of practices 

and traditions introduced by British rulers are no longer regarded as alien. 
 

On account of his experience as a teacher and public speaker, his writings carry the 

directness of a lecture which makes them interesting. Said often refers to works of fiction for 

argument and illustration. Explaining why he does so, he says: 

 “The main battle in imperialism is over land, of course; but when it 

came to who owned the land, who had the right to settle and work 

on it, who kept it going, who won it back, and who now plans its 

future-these issues were reflected, contested, and even for a time 

decided in narrative.” 
 

In short, his extensive study of fiction matured and polished his style; through he could never 

reach the perfection of his favourite writer, Conrad. Among the prose writers of this age he 

legitimately (justifiably, reasonably, rightfully) stands prominent because of the charm of his style.    

 

“You cannot continue to victimize someone else just because you 

yourself were a victim once—there has to be a limit”.  

― Edward W. Said 
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Q.3 
 

 

 Reference of novelists in ‘Culture and Imperialism’ 
 The purpose of the reference of novelists in ‘Culture and Imperialism’ 

                                      

“About five years after Orientalism was published in 1978, I began to gather 

together some ideas about the general relationship between culture and empire 

that had become clear to me while writing that book the first result was a series 

of lectures that I gave at universities in the United States, Canada, and England 

in 1985 and 1986. These lectures form the core argument of the present work, 

which has occupied me since that time”.  

(Edward Said’s foreword to Culture & Imperialism) 

 

Edward Said was a brilliant and unique combination of scholar, literary critic and political 

activist. “Introduction to Culture and Imperialism” is a lecture by Edward Said. It briefly surveys 

the formation of Western culture to show that the process itself was a result of imperialism. He 

examines the roots of imperialism in the Western culture and traces the relationship between culture 

and imperialism.  

When we have an analysis of Said's book "culture and imperialism" in detail, we come to know 

that the main idea of this book was inspired by Said's earlier work orientalism. This book was limited 

to the Middle East. But his book culture and imperialism presents a clear picture of the domination 

on the distant territories of the countries of Asia and Africa for capturing their natural responses of 

raw materials by the imperial western countries.  
 

Novel was Said’s area of specialized study and teaching. In his political writings he draws upon 

this vast source of argument and illustration. Hence his frequent references to the Victorian and 

modern novel, especially where the novel touches history. Edward Said believes that novel has been 

important in formation of imperialistic attitudes, references, and experiences. Literature is, no doubt, 

the mirror that faithfully captures and reflects the picture of culture. Edward Said sees the European 

writings on Africa, India, Ireland, and other lands as part of European efforts to rule distant 

lands. He says that Colonial and post-Colonial fiction is central to his argument.  
 

     Said takes much interest in the cultural study of imperialism and is of the view that the best 

source of such kind of study can be drawn by the fiction of the period. He also believes that the novel 

serves as the best source of forming of imperialist attitudes, references and experiences of a certain 

age. Being a professor of Comparative literature, he has devoted his entire professional life to teaching 

literature and yet his outlook was influenced further by the colonical system of the Englishmen. That's 

why, it became his habit to expose and draw the imperialistic implications in the stories. Further, he 

also quotes the references from the great novelists' works to support his view point on cultural 

imperialism. Referring to the great novel Great Expectations by Charles Dickens, he says: 

"What Dickens envisions for Pip, being Magwitch's London gentleman, is 

roughly equivalent to what was envisioned by English benevolence 

for Australia". 

 

As it is known that Said always writes in organizing the resistance against imperialism, so, his 

genius tallies to Conrad's genius, who also writes on the imperialistic exploitation of the basic rights 
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of Africans by the Englishmen. Being the great admirer of Joseph Conrad, Said's conscience is 

spurred up or affected by Conrad's superb criticism of imperialism, especially in Heart of Darkness. 

In this novel, Conrad openly and clearly exposes the feigned claim of civilizing the barbaric 

uncivilized people of Congo in Africa. Kurtz who was a British administrator, was sent to Congo to 

prepare a report on the unspeakable rites, customs and behaviours of the savages of Congo and took 

suitable steps or measures to eliminate these rites. But what Kurtz did there, was absolutely contrary 

to our expectations because an imperialistic effect got the better hold of his noble intentions and he 

turned into a beast by looting, exploiting and snatching their basic rights. He became a cruel collector 

of ivory and started robbing the wealth of the natives of Congo. In short, we can say that this novel 

is absolutely and rightly regarded as the severest indictment of imperialism. In the very introductory 

paragraph of Introduction to Culture and Imperialism, Said rightly utters: 

"For the enterprise of empire depends upon the idea of having an empire, as 

Joseph Conrad so powerfully seems to have realized in Heart of Darkness". 

 

Here, one point is very important to note though Said's criticism and indictment of imperialism 

are not so severe and violent as Conrad's are yet it is his indictment of imperialism which has shaken 

the sentiments of the people all over the world. 

In his views on Culture and Imperialism, Said chooses four novelists whose work clearly 

highlights and promotes their current ideas of their day about the British Empire.' These four great 

novelists are as Conrad, Kippling, Jane Austen and Dickens. 

Quoting Jane Austen, Said says that it seems that by referring to Antigua in Mansfield Park, 

Austen revealed that she had the empire in the back of her mind most of the time, that she was 

nevertheless indifferent to tie condition of the subjected peoples. Actually, in the Mansfield Park, she 

sublimates the agonies of the Caribbean existence to a mere half dozen passing references to Antigua, 

and that she dodged facing up to her true responsibility to codemn imperialism and all its works. 

At another place in the book culture and imperialism, Said referes to Dickens in Great 

Expectations. In this novel, we see that he sent the convict Magwitch off to Australia, which was 

absolutely a dreadful place, unfit for decent Englishmen, it showed that Dickens intentionally knew 

that he was a despised colonial lad. 

Said is of the views that colonialism is also a consequence of imperialism and it takes 

its final shape in implanting of settlements on distant territory. Here he quotes the historian Michael 

Doyle who states as: 

"Empire is a relationship, formal or informal, in which one state controls the 

effective political sovereignty of another political society. It can be achieved 

by force, by political collabouration, economic, social or cultural dependence. 

Imperialism is simply the process or policy of establishing or maintaining an 

empire". 

 

In addition to the novelists, Said also quotes some prominent historians of English society who 

have differently favoured the imperialism and domination of the western countries. For example, a 

very allowable but curious idea was propogated by the English historian J.R. Seeley. He was of the 

views that some of Europe's overseas empires were originally acquired by accident, it does not by 

any stretch of the imaginative account for their inconsistency, persistence and systemized acquisition 

and administration, let alone their rule and sheer presence. 

Edward Said quotes Noam Chomsky who very aptly and clearly exposes the lame and feigned 

western claims of civilizing the uncivilized, brutal and ignorant people of Asia and Africa. Apparently 

Western ideology was of ensuring human dignity, liberty, self-determination and self-sufficient 

economy for all the independent countries of the world but practically it served for fulfilling the 

interests of the western imperial powers. In fact, this ideology or claim of the western countries has 

proved the cruel nature of the Englishmen. They want to keep under developing countries poor, 

ignorant and insufficient in modern technologies so that they may rule over them through the various 

money-lending agencies like the World Bank and I.M.F. Whatever Chomsky has pointed out by 
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saying, is absolutely right in the present age. Western imperialists are holding the economies of the 

third world countries by lending loans through World Bank and I.M.F. and above all they proclaim 

that they are favouring these countries by helping them in their difficult time of poverty, lackage of 

technology and feeble economy.  

To conclude this above mentioned discussion, we can say that Said has very openly and clearly 

exposed the inner cruel nature of imperialistic society of Europe. He has very strictly rebuked and 

condemned the supreme authority of the United States. After the end of the cold war, America has 

been assigned a role of setting the things right in all the countries of the third world under the devised 

term of world's responsibility. USA has also introduced a new world order which is nothing more 

than a reproduction of the old imperial order. Said's lectures on the subject of culture and imperialism 

clearly and openly show the feigned supremacy and imperialistic attitude of the Englishmen of 

western countries. The appeal of his lectures not only affects the subjugated people of the dominated 

territories of the third world but also the rest of the people of the whole world. Whatever Said has 

said in his lectures, did absolutely happen in the history; and is still happening by the western 

countries under the feigned claim of civilizing the uncivilized nations of the third world countries. 

 

“You cannot continue to victimize someone else just 

because you yourself were a victim once—there has to be a 

limit”. ― Edward W. Said 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more notes, papers, test series visit www.notespk.com



MA English Part I – Paper IV (Prose) – By: Nauman Sadaf 107 
 

 

Q.4 
 

         

o Relevance of Said’s views on culture and imperialism 
to the current world scenario (situation, setting, picture) 

o American imperialism with reference to the present day situation 
 

“About five years after Orientalism was published in 1978, I began to gather 

together some ideas about the general relationship between culture and 

empire that had become clear to me while writing that book the first result 

was a series of lectures that I gave at universities in the United States, 

Canada, and England in 1985 and 1986. These lectures form the core 

argument of the present work, which has occupied me since that time”. 

(Edward Said’s foreword to Culture & Imperialism) 

 

In Culture and Imperialism, Edward Said examines the roots of imperialism in the 

Western culture and traces the relationship between culture and imperialism. Imperialism has 

always fascinated the literary writers and political thinkers as a subject. It was a major theme of 

nineteenth and twentieth century native and non-native novelists and poets. Different writers have 

different perception about the phenomenon (fact, happening, incident, event). A lot has been written on the 

subject in the past but Edward's book Culture and Imperialism attracted everybody's attention. This 

book was read and discussed in all parts of the world and was hailed (praised) by reviewers and critics 

as a monumental work. 
 

Edward Said’s introduction to culture and imperialism is an accurate appraisal of the world 

scenario around us. It sounds a very apt note of warning for the people of the world to be alert against 

the imperialistic designs (patters) of the US. Unfortunately for the world, the end of the Cold War 

(about 197-89) has made US the sole super power. During that period America behaved like a candidate 

in election campaign.  
 

When we have an analysis of Said's book "culture and imperialism" in detail, we come to know 

that the main idea of this book was inspired by Said's earlier work orientalism. This book was limited 

to the Middle East. But his book culture and imperialism presents a clear picture of the domination 

on the distant territories of the countries of Asia and Africa for capturing their natural responses of 

raw materials by the imperial western countries.  
 

With the engineered (planned, designed) fall of USSR, the USA came to be sole super power in 

the world. The USA emerged as the self–appointed lord of the world. The fall of Russia was achieved 

by pitting Muslim militant groups were created, organized, rained, armed and financed by the USA. 

They were given to believe that it was a war between Islam and communism. Pakistan played a major 

role in bringing about the eventual collapse of the USSR. 
 

It was this awful scenario that Said had in mind while writing the ‘Introduction to Culture and 

Imperialism’. He clearly labels as imperialism whatever the US is doing around the world. Summing 

it up, he says:  
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        “The goal of US foreign policy is to bring about a 

world increasingly subject to the rule of law. The United 

State imposes the international interests by setting the 

ground rules for economic development and military 

development across the planet.” 
 

There seems to be no end to US high-handedness (pride, arrogance) in the years to come. But to 

an end it is bound to come, one day or another. There is no escape from the inevitable (unavoidable, 

expected) law of nature. Nobody knows about its operation. It may be in the form of a sudden fall.  
 

A series of lectures that Edward Said delivered on the relationship between culture and 

empire in the universities in the United States, Canada and England shows that Edward 

Said wants to expand the appeal of his arguments to the rest of the world. The 

arguments which he put forward in “Orientalism” were particularly focused on the Middle 

East but now through the subject matter of these lectures on culture and imperialism, he 

wants to describe a more general structure of relationship between the modern 

metropolitan West and its overseas territories. 
 

In all aspects whether it is intervention or domination or interference, one thing or reason is very 

much evident that it is unending thirst or greed for capturing and looting the raw materials of most of 

the countries of Asia and Africa. Said once again rightly refers to British and French imperialism 

which once had dominated and penetrated to the farthest territories of distant lands. It had been the 

practice of imperialistic Englishmen that wherever they found any sign of raw materials in any 

country, they went for capturing it without caring how many miles these distant territories might be. 

The subcontinent was one case in point; so was Congo. The history of these continents shows that 

Englishmen had once ruled over these lands by capturing all their natural resources of raw materials 

for fulfilling their industrial needs. They came in these lands under the feigned guise of professing an 

aim of developing the resources for the welfare of the natives, but their intervention was actually 

inspired by economic and strategic interests. 
 

Although he was not a Muslim, yet Said did had a soft corner for Islam, for he saw how 

unjustly the west hated it without caring to know what it stood for. Even the material in history courses 

for schools was aimed at Islam-bashing (attack) rather than giving simple honest information. Said 

hated this attitude because it was absolutely unjust. On his own part he did his best to speak the honest 

truth in his lecturers, other writings and interviews. 
             

To conclude this above mentioned discussion, we can say that Said has very openly and clearly 

exposed the inner cruel nature of imperialistic society of Europe. He has very strictly rebuked and 

condemned the supreme authority of the United States. After the end of the cold war,America has 

been assigned a role of setting the things right in all the countries of the third world under the devised 

term of world's responsibility. USA has also introduced a new world order which is nothing more 

than a reproduction of the old imperial order. Said's lectures on the subject of culture and imperialism 

clearly and openly show the feigned supremacy and imperialistic attitude of the Englishmen of 

western countries. The appeal of his lectures not only affects the subjugated people of the dominated 

territories of the third world but also the rest of the people of the whole world. Whatever Said has 

said in his lectures, did absolutely happen in the history; and is still happening by the western 

countries under the feigned claim of civilizing the uncivilized nations of the third world countries. 

 

“You cannot continue to victimize someone else just 

because you yourself were a victim once—there has to be 

a limit”. ― Edward W. Said 
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