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MA English Literature Part II 
List of questions for MA English for all universities 

Note: Given questions are not the total of all questions to be learnt, these are different styles of expected 

questions to be asked in annual examination of universities of Pakistan. Main topics, about 5 to 7, of each 

writer are suggested to learn (about 20 to 30 topics of each Paper). One topic may cover many questions. For 

further relevant quarries/suggestions, feel free to dial or text: 0333-6858650. 

 

Paper: I  

Romantic and Modern Poetry – II 

1. Keats’ poetry puts man’s mind exactly where it should be – On a delicate balance; below which 
it cannot descend; beyond where it has no will to rise – In light of this statement critically evaluate 

Keats’s Odes. 

2.  “In the Rime of the Ancient Mariner’, Coleridge exercises an imaginative realism; however 
unnatural his events, they are formed from natural elements, and we believe in them” Discuss. 

3. “Hyperion is a veritable gallery of studies in pain” and “what Keats achieves above all in 
Hyperion is the sublimation of suffering”. What is your opinion? 

4. Critically examine one of the following poems by Seamus Heaney: 

(i) A Constable Calls; 
(ii) The Tollund Man 

5. Write a critical note on the use of animal imagery for symbolic purposes in the poetry of Ted 

Hughes. 

6. What are the various themes in the poems of Philip Larkin you have read? 

7. In the last analysis, should on view the songs of innocence and songs of experience as mere 
contrary states of the soul, or both as necessary in the cycle of being? 

8. “Without contrariness is no progression” said Blake. From your reading of his poems, describe 

how, as Blake move from Songs of Innocence to Songs of Experience, “the exquisitely tender 
vision of childhood is crossed and shadowed by the darker realities of life”. 

9. Imagination and fancy raised Coleridge above the level of the physical. Comment. 

10. Discuss Bardic quality in the poems of Seamus Heaney. 

11. Larkin’s poetry shows a yearning for metaphysical absolutes for states of being imagined as it 

were beyond the reach of being. Discuss. 

12. “He is famous for violence in style and object – matter”. Discuss in the light of Ted Hughes’ 

poems in the syllabus? 

13. Black figures prominently among the poets who brought the Romantic Revival. Discuss. 

14. Critically examine the function of the wind in the development of thought in Dejection -- An Ode. 

15. The sharp contrast between the desire for beauty and awareness of pain makes Keats’ Odes 
dramatic. Discuss. 

16. ‘Ted Hughes interests in dreams and his resource to occult symbolism are lined with the practice 
of many other modern poets’. Discuss. 

17. ‘There are several poems of Larkin which tentatively explore the possibility of a positive meaning 

in life’. Comment. 

18. What are the various themes in the poems of Seamus Heaney you have read? 

19. Are Blake’s poems symbolic? Illustrate with examples. 

20. Coleridge is often described as a “poet of the imagination”. Explain. 

21. What are some of the recurring motifs that appear throughout the six odes? 

22. Heaney’s ‘A Constable Calls’ is based on memory. It talks of distrust and fear. Elaborate. 

23. The ‘Thought – Fox’ has often been acknowledge as one of the most completely realized and 
artistically satisfying of the poems. Discuss. 
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24. The poem ‘Ambulances’ is an expression of Larkin’s concept of Death. Discuss. 

25. Blake is often anthologized in collections designed for children. Comment on the capacity of 

Blake’s verse to delight such a wide audience. 

26. Kubla Khan is a poem about creativity and perfection. Discuss. 

27. Give a detailed comparison of Ode to a Nightingale and Ode on a Grecian Urn. 

28. Larkin’s poems move from the particular to the general, from the descriptive to the contemplative. 
Discuss. 

29. Discuss the poet’s relationship with his subject in Chaucer and Full Moon and Little Freida. 

30. Heaney digs into the past with his ‘squat pen’. Explain. 

31. Compare and contrast Holy Thursday 1 and Holy Thursday 2. (Blake) 

32. ‘The Ancient Mariner clearly contains a large element of personal allegory of fear and guilt and 
loneliness’, says Kathleen Coburn. Discuss. (Coleridge) 

33. How do the last lines of the Ode on a Grecian Urn from a fitting equation for the poem? (Keats) 

34. Comment on the theme of change in Larkin’s poetry. 

35. Illustrate Heaney’s relationship with Ireland with close reference to Toome Road and Casting 
and Gathering. 

36. The Thought Fox is a poem about metaphor. Discuss. 

37. With reference to the poetry of William Blake interpret innocence and Experience. 

38. Larkin’s poetry records loss. Discuss. 

39. Discuss Personal Helicon as a poem about the construction of the artist. (Heaney) 

40. The salmon function as poetic inspiration in That Morning. Discuss. (Hughes) 

41. Compare and contrast any two Odes of Keats’ that you have read. 

42. What does the speaker in ‘Mr. Bleaney’ share with the former tenant of the room? (Larkin) 

43. ‘That Morning’ and ‘Thought Fox’ exemplify the importance of energy and single minded 

concentration in Hughes. Explain. 

44. Heaney’s metaphors are sensuously alive. Discuss with reference to ‘Personal Helicon’ and 
‘Tollund Man’. 

45. ‘London’ is a ‘Sick Rose’. How far doe Blake’s poetry bear out the truth of this statement? 

46. Draw closely on ‘Tollund Man’ and ‘Toome Road’ to discuss Heaney as an Irish Poet. 

47. Compare and contrast ‘Chaucer’ and ‘Full Moon and Little Freida’. (Hughes) 

48. A Larkin poem moves from being descriptive to being contemplative. Discuss. 

49. With close reference to any two poems discuss the imagery that Keats uses. 

50. What do ‘Auguries of Innocence’ augur for mankind? (Blake) 

51. Kubla Khan is a poem about positive energy. Discuss with reference to the images used in the 
poem. (Coleridge) 

52. Discuss the role of doubt and contemplation in ‘Mr. Bleaney’ and ‘Church Going’. 

53. Compare the power of salmon in ‘That Morning’ with the power of the fox in ‘Thought Fox’. 

54. ‘Toome Road’ and ‘Casting and Gathering’ exemplify Heaney’s positive vision of Ireland. 
Explain. 

55. Discuss the style and structure of ‘Hyperion Book 1’. 

56. Discuss ‘Church Going’ and ‘MCMXIV’ as poems about change. 

57. Explore the poet’s relationship with the object of his observation in ‘Thought Fox’ and ‘Chaucer’. 

58. How does Heaney’s poetry examplify his relationship with his land? 

59. ‘Ode to a Nightingale’ and ‘Ode on a Grecian Urn’ are poems about art. Explain. 

60. Coleridge is concerned with human torment in his poetry. Argue. 

61. Discuss ‘Holy Thursday’ I and II with reference to other poems of Blake’s that you have read. 

62. Heaney’s poetry explores man’s relationship with history. Discuss. (Heaney) 

63. Show how Blake sensitizes the reader to the interrelatedness of man and other life forms.  

64. Discuss the use of epiphany in Larkin’s ‘Mr. Bleaney’ and ‘Ambulances’. (Larkin) 

65. Artist’s observation is a common theme between Hughes’ poems ‘Chaucer’ and ‘Full Moon and 
Little Freida’. Explore. (Ted Hughes) 

66. Discuss the position of the speaker in any two poems of Heaney from your syllabus. 
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67. Focus and sustained observation is a running concern in the poetry of Ted Hughes. Comment. 

68. Larkin’s poetry is the outcome of detached observation. Comment. 

69. Discuss the style and structure of Kubla Khan. 

70. The Grecian Urn is a call for balance in poetry. Discuss. 

71. Analyze Blake’s social consciousness with detailed reference to his poetry. 

72. How does the dramatic spirit express itself in the Odes by Keats? 

73. Blake said that without contraries there is no progression: How is this brought out by Songs of 
Innocence and Songs of Experience? 

74. Discuss the thematic tension in “Dejection: An Ode” by Coleridge. 

75. Larkin’s poetry expresses discontent. Discuss with close reference to the poems you have read. 

76. Discuss “Thought Fox” and “That Morning” as journeys to fulfilment. 

77. How does “Tollund Man” describe the anxiety of Heaney as an Irish writer? 

78. Keats Odes reflect his contrarian vision: The poems show the poet trying to resolve the conflict 

between happiness and melancholy, flux and stasis, art and life, life and death with a brilliant and 
artistic force. 

79. How do the “Songs of Innocence” and “Songs of Experience” express Blake’s ‘Mental Fight’ to 

build Jerusalem ‘In England’s green and pleasant land’? 

80. Larkin’s poetry describes loss without hope of recovery. Discuss with close reference to the poems 

you have read. 

81. Discuss the experience of the child in “Personal Helicon” and “A Constable Calls”. 

82. Comment on the energy and movement in the poetry of Hughes. 

83. With close reference to Blake’s ‘Songs of Experience’ describe the moral structure he desires in 
English society. 

84. How far does the imagery in the ‘Ode to a Nightingale’ complement its thematic concerns? 

85. Larkin’s poetry is about coming to terms with loss. Comment. 

86. Discuss Heaney’s perspective of Ireland in ‘Toome Road’ and ‘Casting and Gathering’. 

87. Discuss the use of irony in the poems of Larkin prescribed in your syllabus. 

88. How do Blake’s Songs of Innocence form a complement to his Songs of Experience? 

89. ‘Personal Helicon’ describes the explorations of the artist. Illustrate. 

90. How does Hughes participate as an observer in ‘Chaucer’ and ‘Full Moon and Little Frieda’? 

91. In what ways do Blake’s Songs of Experience form a companion body to his Songs of Innocence? 

92. How far may Ode to Autumn be read as recognition of harmony in the natural world? 

93. Comment on Larkin’s tone of ironic detachment with detailed reference to at least two of his 
poems. 

94. Discuss the relationship between ‘the artist’ and ‘the work of art’ in the poetry of Ted Hughes. 

95. What value does Heaney ascribe to contrariness in the Irish scenario? Illustrate with detailed 
reference to at least two of his poems. 

96. How does Hughes use animals in his verse? Answer with detailed textual reference. 

97. How are the perceptions of the child and the adult presented in Songs of Innocence and 
Experience? 

98. What according to Heaney is the role of curiosity and fear in the development of the artist? 

99. Larkin’s poems move from the particular to be general. What impact does this have on the reader? 

Answer with detailed reference to any two of his poems. 

100. Discuss consciousness and the surreal in Rime of the Ancient Mariner. 

101. How does the imagery in Hyperion Book I support its themes? 

102. How is the title Songs of Experience capable of more than one interpretation? 

103. Discuss the concept of purposeful movement in the poems of Ted Hughes. 

104. What value does Heaney ascribe to contraries in his verse? 

***** 
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Paper: II  

Modern Drama – II 
 

1. “It is not what the characters say which matter’s it is what they are and what they are doing with 

their lives? How far do you agree with this assessment of the characters in The Cherry Orchard? 

2. Bring out the symbolic significance of the title of Bond’s The Sea. 

3. The play Hedda Gabler “is the product of a mind deeply preoccupied with the nature of power, 

particularly the power of one mind to influence and impose itself upon another”. Discuss. 

4. “…It is a play what contains very little element of caricature. This does not turn his Galileo into 

the self-portrait it is sometimes alleged to be …” What is your opinion? 

5. “Yet, if Beckett devalues language, he continues to use it and, bilingually, to show a mastery of 
it”. How far do you agree with this view? (Waiting for Godot) 

6. Write critical note on the following topics: 

(i) The character of Lopakhin in The Cherry Orchard. 

(ii) The character of Loeveborg in Hedda Gabler. 

7. “In the Sea Bond shows the ability of human beings to survive the worst, to retain their optimism 
and not to brought down by the lunacy and injustice of the world they live in.” Discuss with close 

reference to the text. 

8. The daemon in Hedda is that she wants to influence another human being, but once that has 

happened she despises him.” Do you agree? Give arguments to support your answer. 

9. Is Beckett’s Waiting for Godot relevant for us today? 

10. “The Cherry Orchard is a tragedy despite the fact that Chekhov described it as a comedy”. How 

far would you agree? 

11. “Brecht’s Galileo Galilei is not only a hym to reason but one that centres specifically on the need 
to be skeptical, to doubt”. Discuss. 

12. Do you think that Bond is indebted to Brecht for his concept of theatre? Give arguments in support 
of your answer. 

13. “I left the last sentence of the play unfinished because the play can have no satisfactory solution 
at that stage,” says Edward Bond. What is your opinion about the ending of the play The Sea? 

14. Bring out the dramatic significance of the symbols used in Hedda Gabler. 

15. How far do you think Chekhov is successful in presenting the theme of the passing of the old 
order through the symbol of cherry orchard? 

16. Can one identify with Beckett’s characters in Waiting for Godot and if so why? 

17. Do you think the play Galileo Galilei presents a conflict between the authority and free scientific 
inquiry, both on the institutional level and within Galileo’s own character? 

18. Write a critical note on the following topics: 
(i) Rational Theatre 

(ii) Epic Theatre 

19.  Is Bond justified in calling The Sea a comedy despite the fact that there is so much violence in 
the play? 

20. “In an instant ail will vanish and well be alone once more, in the midst of nothingness!” How far 
do you agree that these lines of the play Waiting for Godot reflect the intellectual climate of 

Beckett’s time? 

21. How far would you agree that the tragedy of Hedda is that she has nothing serious to do but at 
the same time she desperately yearns, for happiness without ever being able to find it? 

22. Discuss The Cherry Orchard as a comedy. 

23. How far do you think Brecht is successful in applying his theories about drama in Galileo Galilei. 

24. Discuss some of the main features of modern drama with special reference to the plays in your 

syllabus. 

25. How does Becket transform inaction into dramatic action in Waiting for Godot? 
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26. Is the Cherry Orchard a political play? 

27. “Hedda’s restlessness and envy arise from her false standards of happiness as well as from her 

egotism and uselessness”. What is your opinion? 

28. Is the play Galileo Galilei a tragedy? 

29. Trace the development which took place in the art of dramaturgy from Ibsen to Bond. 

30. Do you think that “Loevborg’s despair arises from the fact that he wants to control the world but 
cannot control himself?” 

31. Trace the various stages in Mrs. Rafi’s responsibility for the ultimate breakdown of Hatch in The 

Sea. 

32. What is the dramatic significance of the song in Act II of Waiting for Godot? 

33. Why has Chekhov’s drama been called ‘lyrical’ and ‘internal’ as opposed to ‘external’? Discuss 
with reference to his play The Cherry Orchard. 

34. “I betrayed my profession. A man who does what I did cannot be tolerated in the ranks of 

science.” Make a critical assessment of Galileo’s character in the light of this statement. 

35. “Drama from Ibsen to Bond reflects an effort on the part of the playwrights to search for suitable 

language to convey their experience of life to the audience.” Do you agree? 

36. Is Waiting for Godot a meaningful play? 

37. How far do you think Edward Bond is successful in applying his theories about drama in The 

Sea? 

38. Discuss some of the dramatic devices Ibsen has used to depict Hedda Gabler’s predicament. 

39. “Lopakhin is not a merchant in the vulgar sense of the word … There is no need for him to be 

the typical merchant. He is a tender-hearted man.” Do you think that this statement fully 
explained Lopakhin’s character in The Cherry Orchard? 

40. Do you think that Galileo Galilei presents a conflict between the whole spirit of free inquiry and 
the official ideology? Elaborate your answer with reference to the play. 

41. Discuss the main features of drama after World War II. 

42. Waiting for Godot shows Beckett’s ability to blend derision, humour and comedy with tragedy. 
His words are simultaneously tragic and comic. How far would you agree? 

43. In what sense does The Cherry Orchard present a break with the old Russian theatre? 

44. Is there any relationship between the mythical world of Eurydice and the real world of Rose in 
Bond’s play The Sea? 

45. Who is responsible for the destruction of Hedda? Fate or Society. 

46. What is Galileo’s dilemma? 

47. Trace the impact of modernism and Postmodernism on modern drama from Beckett to Bond. 

48. How does Beckett prevent the audience from being bored by Waiting for Godot? 

49. Ibsen’s play exhibits a conflict in Hedda between the masculine and feminine traits which 

ultimately brings about her destruction. How far would you agree? 

50. The sea in Bond’s play “is the symbol of our strength and resourcefulness, as well as a description 
of our lives as moral beings.” Discuss. 

51. Discuss the main features of the Epic Theatre in the light of Brecht’s play Galileo Galilei. 

52. Discuss the dramatic significance of the sub-plot of The Cherry Orchard. 

53. Write a critical note on the following: 
(a) The character of Willy in The Sea 
(b) The character of Lyubov in The Cherry Orchard 

54. How far do you think that the last scene of Bond’s play The Sea is dramatically effective? 

55. “I have used Christianity as mythology in the play Waiting for Godot.” What dramatic purpose 
does Christian mythology serve in the play? 

56. “Again and again his characters speak of trivialities at a time when their thoughts are quite clearly 
engaged on something quite different.” Discuss with reference to The Cherry Orchard. 

57. Discuss the dramatic significance of symbols in the play Hedda Gabler. 

58. How far do you think that the issues and concerns raised in Brecht’s Galileo Galilei relevant for 
us today? 
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59. Discuss the dramatic significance of the following: 
(a) The opening scene of The Sea 

(b) The character of Trofimov 

60. Waiting for Godot exposes the eternal loneliness, bafflement and ennui suffered by man. 
Comment. 

61. ‘Hedda Gabler’s character anticipates the modern, emancipated woman who invariably places 
herself in opposition to the traditional maternal role. Elaborate. 

62. The Sea questions the moral and social hypocritical attitudes that dominate our private and public 
behavior without suggesting any alternatives. What is the use of such a play? 

63. Is the Cherry Orchard a blend of smiles and tears? Why? 

64. Life of Galileo by Brecht puts the heroic and the sublime next to the comic and mundane. 
Elaborate. 

65. Write a critical note on the following: 
(a) Tragedy – from Sophocles to Edward Bond 
(b) Language as theme in twentieth century drama 

66. Waiting for Godot shows the individual as the product of linguistic forces, a ‘tissue of textualities’. 
Comment. 

67. ‘Hedda Gabler’s doomed enterprise takes on full meaning only if her milieu is completely 
conveyed in both, its human destiny and limitation’. Elaborate. 

68. .If you can’t face Hiroshima in the theatre, you’ll eventually end up in Hiroshima itself. How does 

the above remark by Edward Bond state his moral position regarding the role of drama? 

69. What are the salient features of a naturalistic play? Can The Cherry Orchard be considered as a 
Naturalistic play? 

70. Life of Galileo by Brecht is a major attempt to dramatize both the life of a great scientist and a 
crucial episode in the biography of science. Elaborate. 

71. Write a critical note on the following: 
(a) The use of Play – within – play in The Sea 
(b) Ibsen as a modern dramatist 

72. Bring out the significance of the title of “Waiting for Godot”. 

73. Can Hedda be regarded as the precursors of the 20th century emancipated woman? Give your 

arguments. 

74. Edward Bond’s The Sea “is overshadowed by Marxist concern”. Do you agree? 

75. “In The Cherry Orchard, we watch the dreams of childhood dying and ambitions of middle ager 

stirring into action.” Comment. 

76. Can Life of Galileo be read as anti-religion play? 

77. Discuss Ibsen’s contribution to the development of modern drama. 

78. Waiting for Godot voices the infinite hope and despair of man about the future of humanity. Do 
you agree? 

79. Hedda Gabler’s doomed enterprise takes on full meaning only if her milieu is completely 
conveyed in both, its human destiny and limitation. Elaborate. 

80. Write a note on the following: 
(a) Class conflict in modern plays 
(b) Violence as a theme in 20th century plays 

81. What picture of the social and moral norms of the society that surrounds Hedda Gabler, can be 
found in Ibsen’s play? 

82. Why does Bond refuse to suggest a solution to the problems of the society? What are the 
recommendations made in The Sea regarding the responsibility of the individual in the search for 
the truth? 

83. How does the comic element in The Cherry Orchard enhance the tragic impact of the play? 

84. The play by Brecht deliberately moves away from being a ‘slice of life’ by using distancing 
techniques. Discuss the effectiveness of those techniques. 

For more notes, papers, test series visit www.notespk.com



Nauman Sadaf – www.notespk.com  

 

7 

85. Waiting for Godot shows the Individual as the product of linguistic forces, a ‘tissue of 
textualities’. Comment. 

86. Write a critical note on the following: 
(a) The First Scene of The Sea 
(b) Major Symbols used in Hedda Gabler 

87. Does Ibsen’s play depict the failure of artistic impulse in a world dominated by socio economic 
concerns? How do you interpret the death of Loevbrog in Hedda Gabler? 

88. Discuss Waiting for Godot as representative of 20th century issues of anxiety and despair. 

89. What does Bond gain by inserting the classical tragedy of Orpheus within the tragedy of modern 
world in The Sea? 

90. Write a note on the following: 
(a) Socio Economic issues in 20th Century Drama 

(b) Absurdism as a modern concern 

91. ‘Hedda Gabler presents the socio-psychological conflicts within the liberated woman’. Elaborate 
with appropriate textual citations. 

92. The Cherry Orchard is about the passing away of the romantic phase and the onset of modern 
capitalist tendencies’. Comment. 

93. Bring out the various ways in which language has been exploited in Waiting for Godot. 

94. How does Edward Bond synthesize the classical and romantic dramatic traditions with modern 
political theatre in The Sea? 

95. Discuss  The Life of Galileo as an anti-romantic play. 

96. Write notes on the following: 
(a) The Well-Made Play 

(b) Pozzo 

97. How does Chekov bring in comedy in a tragic situation in The Cherry Orchard? How far does he 

succeed? 

98. Discuss the dramatic significance of Hedda’s suicide towards the end of the play Hedda Gabler. 
Is it justified? Elaborate with arguments. 

99. Does Galileo possess heroic dimensions? 

100. How far would you agree that Waiting for Godot highlights the concept of Kierkegaard’s 

philosophy of existentialism? 

101. How far would you agree that the end of the play The Sea is justified? 

102. Write critical note of the following topics: 

(a) Rational Theatre 
(b) Absurd Theatre 

 

***** 
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Paper – III – Novel (Fiction) – II 
 

1. What is the importance of Congo itself-country and climate in the novel Heart of Darkness? 

2. Heart of Darkness has been accused of being racist, anti African. Is this how you see it? 

3. Discuss the importance of Stephen Dedalus’ theory of aesthetics in the context of the novel The 

Portrait of an Artist as a Young Man. 

4. Is To the Lighthouse principally James Ramsay’s story? 

5. Does it seem to you a just criticism that in To the Lighthouse the usual concerns of a novel-
character and plot-have been sub-ordinated to symbols and ideas? 

6. How would you respond to the criticism that Achebe’s narrative in the novel Things Fall Apart 

is too simple to be truly tragic? 

7. Okonkwo brings about his own downfall? Do you agree with this statement? Support with close 

reference to the novel Things Fall Apart. 

8. ‘When we finish the book Twilight in Delhi, the centre of our tragic sense is not only Delhi, but 
life itself’. Discuss. 

9. Why do you think Ahmad Ali gave his novel this title Twilight in Delhi? 

10. “Marlow is illuminated in the heart of darkness”. Discuss with reference to Heart of Darkness 
by Joseph Conrad. 

11. Discuss the various conflicts expounded by Achebe in Things Fall Apart. 

12. “to live, to err, to fall, to triumph, to recreate life out of life”. Discuss the portrait of Stephen 

Dedalus in the light of this statement.(A Portrait of The Artist As a Young Man). 

13. Virginia Woolf wanted to capture, in words, the nature of human consciousness what it actually 

feels like to be alive”. Discuss with reference to To The Lighthouse. 

14. What are major themes explored by Ahmed Ali in the novel ‘Twilight in Delhi’? 

15. Explain the meanings of the trip to the Lighthouse and completion of Lily Briscoe’s picture. 

16. What is symbolism? How has Conrad made use of this technique in Heart of Darkness? 

17. Conrad’s Heart of Darkness “explores man’s nature; his capacity for evil; the necessity for 
restraint; the effect of physical darkness and isolation on a civilized soul”. Examine Kurtz’s 

character in the light of this statement. 

18.  Discuss in detail the title “Things Fall Apart” the novel by Chinua Achebe. 

19. Discuss the character of Lily Briscoe as Virginia Woolf’s version of art. 

20. Explain the significance of the title “Twilight in Delhi” the novel by Ahmed Ali. 

21. “Material interests” corrupt human relations. Discuss the theme of Heart of Darkness in the light 
of this statement. 

22. Critically examine Stephen’s development as an artist. (A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man). 

23. Write critical analysis of the three parts of To The Lighthouse by Virginia Woolf. 

24. Describe the tragic consequences of the incursion of the white man and his culture into African 
Traditional society (Things Fall Apart). 

25. ‘Ahmad Ali in “Twilight in Delhi” brings history alive, depicting most movingly the decay of a 

whole way of life and culture’. Discuss. 

26. Critically evaluate the role of female characters in Things Fall Apart. 

27. Modern Novel reflects the complexity of modern life. Discuss (Refer to novels prescribed in your 
course). 

28. “Displaying masterful technical dexterity, Conrad makes us fully aware of the deep mystery of 

truth in his extraordinary exploration of human savagery and despair”. Discuss Heart of Darkness 
in the light of this statement. 

29. Critically examine the aesthetic theory of Stephan Dedalus a expounded by James Joyce in his 
novel A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man. 

30. Virginia Woolf was attempting a new type of fiction. It was to have “no plot, no comedy, no 

tragedy, no love interest or catastrophe in the accepted style.” Discuss To the Lighthouse. 
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31. “The white man is very clever……He has put a knife on things that held us together and we have 
fallen apart.” Discuss this statement of Obierika in Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe. 

32. “My purpose in writing the novel was to depict a phase of our national life and the decay of the 
whole culture, a particular mode of thought and living”. Write critical analysis of Twilight in 
Delhi according to this statement by its author. 

33. Compare and contrast the theme of Heart of Darkness to that of Things Fall Apart. 

34. What are the salient features of modern English novel? 

35. “A man’s confrontation with the dark itself is both dangerous and enlightening”. 

36. “Stephen is a rebel”. Do you agree or not? Give reasons. 

37. How does Virginia Woolf portray “life” in her novel ‘To the Lighthouse’? 

38. “In Things Fall Apart, Achebe opens a casement on Umuofia, revealing to us the compelling 
tragedy of Okonkwo, a hero, we cannot claim to like , but do not fail to admire.” Discuss. 

39. “Ahmed Ali’s characters have a symbolic pattern in Twilight in Delhi”. Discuss. 

40.  Write a comprehensive note on the structure of To the Lighthouse. 

41. Discuss various trends in modern English novel. 

42. “Conrad’s heroes are in struggle with the dark forces of nature and at war with their own soul.” 

In the light of this statement discuss Conrad’s art of characterization in Heart of Darkness. 

43. Critically examine Joyce’s use of the device of epiphany in his novel A Portrait of The Artist as a 

Young Man. 

44. Discuss Virginia Woolf’s theory of the novel. How has she made use of it in To the Lighthouse? 

45. Discuss the role of women in Things Fall Apart from feminist point of view. 

46. How does Ahmed Ali portray the city of Delhi and its people in Twilight in Delhi? 

47. Discuss the art of characterization in the modern English novel. 

48. Write a critical note on the role and character of Marlow in Heart of Darkness. 

49. Discuss the use of epiphany in the development of Stephen Dedalus in the Portrait of the Artist 
as a Young Man. 

50. “In To the Lighthouse, Virginia Woolf found a subject that enabled her to do full justice to her 
technique”. Discuss. 

51. Discuss Things Fall Apart as a postcolonial novel. 

52. “Ahmed Ali’s characters are caught in a restless, changing world that has lost its values.” Discuss. 

53. ‘In Heart of Darkness, Conrad portrays the evils of 19th century colonialism in Africa with 

extraordinary vividness’. Discuss. 

54. Discuss the symbolic importance of the characters in Heart of Darkness. 

55. “The artist is at once a member of his society, a rebel, a martyr and the possible savior.” How 

does this definition apply to Stephen Dedalus in A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man? 

56. ‘Mrs. Ramsay brings people together, yet is an isolated person’. Discuss the character and role of 
Mrs. Ramsay in the light of this comment. 

57. Illustrate the significance of the title of the novel “Things Fall Apart”. 

58.  ‘Twilight in Delhi is a vivid picture of Indian combined family life’. Discuss. 

59. ‘Virginia Woolf adopted a revolutionary technique for the expression of her vision of life and 
human nature.’ Discuss. 

60. ‘Man’s inhumanity to man is his greatest crime’. Discuss the theme of Heart of Darkness in the 

light of this comment. 

61. Discuss the symbolic representation of Evil in the “Heart of Darkness”. 

62. Write a note on Conrad’s imagery in the “Heart of Darkness”. 

63. What purpose does the use of myth serve in “Portrait of an Artist”? 

64. Does the concept of Epiphany-the sudden spiritual manifestation, help us understand “the 

Portrait of an Artist as a Young Man” better? Discuss in detail. 

65. What do you think are the main themes in “Things Fall Apart”? 

66. How convincingly does Ahmed Ali portray the feudal middle class of U.P. in the novel “Twilight 

in Delhi”. 

67. Write a critical note on the role and character of Either Marlow or Kurtz in Heart of Darkness. 
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68. Write a note on the significance of the title of the novel A Portrait of an Artist as a Young Man 
and how does it relate to the various stages of artistic and intellectual group of the hero Stephen 

Dedalus. 

69. To the Lighthouse is a novel that portrays an Oedipal struggle between James and Mr. Ramsay-
Discuss with close reference to the text. 

70. Bring out the communal aspects and the family relationships in Things Fall Apart. 

71. Does the Twilight in Delhi celebrate or challenge the patriarchal structure of the society it 

portrays. 

72.  What are the main themes that Conrad brings out in the “Heart of Darkness”? 

73. Do you think that Things Fall Apart is a tragedy of a simple individual or the whole community? 

74. Heart of Darkness is a “modern blend of comic absurdity, tragedy, and satire”. Comment. [Heart 
of Darkness: J. Conrad] 

75. What means does Conrad employ to develop the relationship between the title: “The Heart of 

Darkness” and its theme. 

76. What are the distinctive qualities of Virginia Woolf as a novelist? Do not confine your answer To 

the Lighthouse only. [To the Lighthouse] 

77. What is Stephen Dedalus’ theory of aesthetics? What is its importance in the development of the 
novel? [Portrait of an Artist as a Young Man: J. Joyce] 

78. Would you consider Achebe’s method of narration too simple to be tragic? [Things Fall Apart: 
Chinua Achebe] 

79. “Okonkwo brings about his own downfall”. Discuss. [Things Fall Apart] 

80. What major themes are treated in Ahmed Ali’s novel, “Twilight in Delhi”? 

81. Trace Stephen Dedalus’ progress as an artist. 

82. How does Achebe present the Ibo social life, and the downfall of Okonkwo? 

83. “My purpose in writing the novel was to depict a phase of our national life and the decay of a 
whole culture, a particular mode of thought and living” – Ahmad Ali. Discuss this statement with 

reference to his novel, “Twilight in Delhi”. 

84. What are the major symbols in the Heart of Darkness and what purpose do these serve? 

85. What is meant by stream of consciousness? How does Virginia Woolf use this surreal technique 
to depict the Ramsay family? 

86. “Achebe is a novelist who makes you laugh – and then catch your breath in horror”. Comment 

on the Art of Achebe as a novelist. 

87. What happens to Marlow after Kurtz’ death? 

88. Consider Heart of Darkness as a political allegory? 

89. Why does Virginia Woolf use stream of consciousness in “To the Lighthouse”? How effective is 
it? What sort of a “feel” do you get from the characters? The setting? The novelist? 

90. What do you think Stephen means when he says he will “forge…the uncreated conscience of my 
race”? 

91. Why does Achebe choose to bring in the European colonial presence only in the last third of the 
novel? 

92. Is Okonkwo destined for tragedy or did his choices lead him to his tragic end? 

93. The novel Twilight in Delhi does not remain the story of Delhi alone, but is simultaneously the 
story of the life of mankind. Comment. 

94. What is the effect of the narrative being told by Marlow first-hand in Joseph Conrad’s Heart of 

Darkness? 

95. Is Chinua Achebe correct in accusing Heart of Darkness of being a racist novel? 

96. What are the difference and similarities in how Mrs. Ramsay, Mr. Ramsay and lily approach 
time? 

97. What is the point of view and imagery in Portrait of an Artist as a Young Man by James Joyce? 

98. What are the things that fell apart in Achebe’s Things Fall Apart? 

99. What suggestion is there that Okonkwo will evolve into a tragic hero? 

100. Twilight in Delhi shows the decay of Mughal Kinship or Muslim civilization. Comment. 
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101. Is Chinua Achebe right ****racist? Does the book present a simple and degrading view of 
die native Africans? 

102. What are some symbols in Heart of Darkness? How do they relate to the plot and 
characters? 

103. To the Lighthouse is one of Woolf’s most successful and accessible experiments in die 

modernist mode, including stream-of-consciousness. Illustrate citing examples from die text of 
die novel. 

104. What is important about die tide? Is there a reference in die novel that explains the title? 

105. What is the overall meaning of die theme-what point is the author trying to make about 
mankind, society etc. in die Things Fall Apart. 

106. What is chi? Explain the importance of chi in shaping Okonkwo’s destiny. 

107. About Twilight in Delhi Mohammed Hassan Askari says “I cannot recall any novel or 

short story in Urdu where nature has thus come to life, or in which nature has played such a role 

in making the novel so meaningful.” 

108. What is Conrad ultimately trying to convey to the reader in Heart of Darkness? 

109. Why does Marlow tell a lie to Kurtz’s fiancée about Kurtz’s last words? 

110. What is Lily’s dilemma throughout the novel regarding her wish to be an artist? 

111. What, is the central/primary purpose of the story? Is the purpose important or meaningful? 

112. Explain why you think Okonkwo kills himself. 

113. The Ibo religions structure consists of chi—the personal god—and many other gods and 
goddesses. What, advantages and disadvantages does such a religion provide when compared 

with your own? 

114. Bonam Dobree, is of die view that Twilight in Delhi takes readers ‘very skilfully, very 

intimately into the details of Moslem life in Delhi during the earlier part of this century.’ 

115. Conrad uses the technique of impressionism in Heart of Darkness? Exemplify. 

116. Heart of Darkness is about the horrors of western civilization. Comment. 

117. What is the nature of relationship between Mrs. Ramsay and Lily Briscoe in To the 
Lighthouse? 

118. A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man is one of the earlier examples in English literature 
of a novel that makes extensive use of stream of consciousness. 

119. Why did Achebe choose to take the title of his novel, Things Fall Apart, from William 

Yeats’ poem “The Second Coming”? 

120. What is the role of women in Things Fall Apart? 

121. The moralizing of the defeated is a powerful emotional effect in Twilight in Delhi. 
Comment. 

122. In Heart of Darkness every time there is a shift between his narrator and Marlow who 

narrates most of the story. To what effect Conrad uses this technique. 

123. What adverse effect colonization has on the European colonizers depicted in the Heart of 

Darkness? 

124. How do men and women in the novel respond to the gender roles that they perceive or 
that are imposed upon them in To the Lighthouse? 

125. Stephen must strike out as an independent spirit, true to the inner promptings of his artistic 
instincts. Comment. 

126. In part, Things Fall Apart is a response to a large tradition of European literature in which 
Africans are depicted as primitive and mindless savages. Comment. 

127. Things Fall Apart attempts to repair some of the damage done by earlier European 

depictions of Africans. 

128. In Twilight in Delhi the author paints a very balanced picture of the joys and sorrows of 
the people of Delhi. Elaborate. 

129. Heart of Darkness finally exposes the dark side of European Imperialism? 

130. Who is the hero of the novel Heart of Darkness? Does the hero holds out grace? 
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131. To the Lighthouse is novel about passion of expressing love without taking heed of social 
pretension. Give an examples. 

132. A portrait of an Artist as a Young Man is novel about rites of passage. Comment. 

133. Things Fall Apart is a story of the conflict separating nature and civilization. 

134. Things Fall Apart is a novel about oppression and emancipation of African women. 

135. Twilight in Delhi anticipates anxieties of relationship between a nostalgic native and 
potent invader. 

***** 

 

 

 

 

Paper-IV  - Literary Criticism 
 

1. Discuss Aristotle’s views on Ideal Tragic Hero. OR Critically examine Aristotle’s concept of 

Catharsis. 

2. Critically assess Raymond William’s essay on “Tragedy and Contemporary Ideas”. OR Explain 

in detail what Raymond Williams means by the “Rejection of Tragedy”. 

3. Where does the meaning lie, in the Text, reader, writer or the structure? Explain in the light of 

Catherine Belsey’s “Critical Practice”. OR Discuss Belsey’s arguments in favour of structural 

criticism. 

4. What relationship does Catherine Belsey establish between criticism and commonsense? OR On 
what grounds is tradition linked to tragedy? Discuss in the light of Raymond William’s “Modern 

Tragedy”. 

5. Critically evaluate Aristotle’s concept of imitation. OR Discuss Aristotle’s concept of Ideal 

Tragic Hero. 

6. Elucidate Raymond Williams’ views on ‘Rejection of Tragedy’. OR Critically assess Raymond 
William’s concept of “Tragedy and Tradition”. 

7. Discuss deconstruction method in detail. How has it changed the concept Modern Criticism? OR 

Elucidate the relationship between criticism and commonsense in the light of Catherine Belsey’s 
views. 

8. Discuss Raymond Williams as a critic. OR Discuss expressive realism and new criticism and also 
differentiate them from each other. 

9. The constituent elements of tragedy work together to define first its complication and then the 

denouement. Explain with reference Aristotle’s Poetics. OR The art of tragedy aims itself at the 
audience. Discuss with reference to Aristotle’s Poetics. 

10. Explain Raymond Williams, reading 0f 18th and 19th century tragic theory. OR In Bertolt Brecht 
the rejection of tragedy has many motives and takes many forms. Explain. 

11. What are some of the assumptions of classic Realism that New Criticism attempts to challenge? 

OR How can meaning be constructed by reproducing what is familiar? 

12. ‘You cannot value him (artist) alone, you must set him, for contrast and companion, among the 

dead? Discuss with reference to T.S. Eliot’s Tradition and Individual Talent. OR ‘Difference 
between art and event is absolute’. Explain with reference to T.S. Eliot’s essay Tradition and 

Individual Talent. 

13. “The first essential” says Aristotle the life and soul, so to speak of tragedy is the plot; character 

comes second. How far can this statement be defended? OR The tragic pleasure is that of pity and 

fear and the poet has to produce it by a work of imitation. Discuss. 
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14. “From almost the highest estimation of learning” says Sidney it “is ‘fallen to be the laughing stock 

of children, “what were the views of poetry current in his time? OR Does the writing and 

appreciation of poetry require a non – rational mode of study? Answer with reference to Sidney’s 
An Apology for Poetry. 

15. How does Eliot conceptualize tradition and how can it be acquired? OR How does a classic realist 

text address the subject? 

16. How does Williams trace the rank of the tragic hero from the Classical to the Modern times? 

17. In what ways did New Critics change the approach of criticism towards a literary text? 

18. How is a young writer disadvantaged without a sense of tradition? 

19. How does Sydney perceive Plato’s stance on poets and poetry? 

20. Differentiate between the Dialectical and the Rhetorical text. How does each determine the role 
of the reader differently? 

21. What do you understand by action? What is the relative proportion allocated to it in Aristotle’s 

theory of tragedy? 

22. In what ways does Brecht reject tragedy? 

23. What impact does the hierarchy of discourses in a classic realist text have on the reader? 

24. ‘Art never improves’. How does this consciousness help the poet recognize his place in the literary 
tradition? 

25. ‘…of all sciences is our poet the monarch’. How does Sydney defend this claim? 

26. How does the death of the hero contribute to the world of tragedy? Give your answer with 
reference to Hegel and Nietzsche. 

27. How does Eliot conceive of the contribution made by Milton and Dryden to the literary tradition 

in his essay: The Metaphysical Poets? OR How does ideology sharp the subject? Can the subject 

find his-way out of ideology? 

28. How is Brechtian drama a rejection of tragedy? OR Emphasis on evil is a recurrent concern of 
tragedy. Discuss with reference to Collian’s Tragedy and Tradition’ and Tradition and Tragedy 

and contemporary ideas’. 

29. Imitation is crucial to tragic pleasure. Discuss in the light of Aristotle’s Poetics. 

30. How does Williams trace the career of Brechtian tragedy? 

31. What do you understand by a dialectical text? How is Reader Power criticism well suited to the 
analysis of such texts? 

32. What are the three features that describe a classic realist text? 

33. Discuss Aristotle’s theory of tragedy with reference to any tragedy that you have read. 

34. Aristotle’s discussion on Tragedy is determined by his conception of human nature and social 

relations. Discuss. 

35. What is William’s thesis in Tragedy and Tradition’, and how does it determine the structure of 

the essay? 

36. Critical Practice is produced with a bias in favour of the interrogative text. Would you agree? 
Give reasons for your answer. 

37. What risks could ‘Individual Talent’ run in its disregard of tradition? 

38. Who is the assumed audience of Sidney’s An Apology for Poetry? Justify your answer with close 

reference to the text. 

39. In what ways does The Poetics by down the principles of criticism in terms of analysis and 
categorization? 

40. How does the treatment of the tragic hero change from classical to modern times? 

41. What do you understand of ‘Deconstruction’ from Belsey’s Critical Practice? 

42. How does ‘Individual Talent’ relate with ‘Tradition’? 

43. Explain the significance of the title of Sidney’s text: An Apology For Poetry. 

44. William’s essay ‘Tragedy and Tradition’ assumes an ‘informed reader’. Discuss. 

45. Aristotle’s theory of Tragedy is governed by a preoccupation with audience response. Discuss. 

46. ‘Our tragedies and comedies not without cause cried out against observing rules neither of honest 
civility nor of skillful poetry’, says Sidney. Discuss Sidney’s statement. 
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47. T.S. Eliot says you cannot value the poet alone ‘you must set him, for contrast and comparison, 
among the dead’. In the light of this statement explain Eliot’s perspective in the essay, Tradition 

and Individual Talent. 

48. Discuss Classical Tragedy with reference to Hegel and Nietszche. 

49. ‘There is no Criticism without Ideology’. How does Belsey argue this thesis in Critical Practice? 

50. Raymond Williams in ‘Tragedy and Tradition’ and Besley in Critical Practice urge us to revaluate 
existing approaches to Criticism. Discuss. 

51. Aristotle’s theory of Tragedy is valid for his times only. Discuss. 

52. How does the poet compare with the philosopher and the historian? 

53. What is the value of originality in the poet’s work? Answer with reference to your reading of T.S. 

Eliot’s essay Tradition and Individual Talent. 

54. What do you understand by secularization of tragedy? Explain with reference to the shift in 
emphasis in Tragedy from Classical to Modern Times. 

55. Thought organizes itself in terms of the categories of the symbolic order. Discuss. 

56. What relationship, according to T.S. Eliot, must exist between tradition and individual poetic 

talent? 

57. What does the term ‘split subject’ imply? How does 20th century critical deal with the 
phenomenon? 

58. Discuss Aristotle’s concept of a tragic hero in the light of his book Poetics. 

59. Sidney’s Apology for Poetry presents a brilliant analysis of the contemporary dramatic practice. 
Explain. 

60. “It is not the, the greatness the intensity of emotions, the components, but the intensity of the 
artistic process, the pressure, so to speak, under which the fusion takes place, that counts.” 

Explain this statement in the light of Eliot’s essay “Tradition and the Individual Talent”. 

61. What are Raymond Williams’ views regarding culture and tragedy? Discuss in detail. 

62. How does modern tragedy encounter the issues of order and accident? 

63. Why does T.S. Eliot use the analogy of the catalyst for explaining the role of the poetic mind in 
the act of creation? How appropriate is this comparison in your own view? 

64. “By a change of dramatic view point, we have to look not only at the isolated experience of the 
martyr, but at the social process of his martyrdom”. How does the statement point out the 
departure of Brecht from the classical notion of tragic hero and tragic experience? 

65. “Aristotle’s statement about the end of tragedy – purgation or catharsis – has been so endlessly 
misunderstood, so uncritically assumed to be true”. Discuss. 

66. The Aristotelian concept of tragedy requires considerable modification in the light of later 
developments in the field of tragedy. What are Raymond Williams’ chief observations in this 
regard? 

67. Critical Practice is produced with a bias in favour of the interrogative text. Would you agree? 

68. “Tragedy is essentially an imitation not of persons but of action and life, of happiness and 

misery”. How far would you agree to this statement? 

69. How is an aspiring writer at a disadvantage when bereft of a sense of tradition? Discuss with 
reference to T.S. Eliot’s Tradition and the Individual Talent. 

70. Explain Lacan’s contribution to modern criticism with reference to Catherine Besley’s Critical 
Practice. 

71. What are the main features of Renaissance tragedy? Discuss in the light of Raymond Williams 
‘Modern Tragedy’. 

72. Criticism is an intelligent discussion of literature. What is your opinion? 

73. Is it justified to call Eliot’s essay “Tradition and the Individual Talent” a manifesto of Eliot’s 
criticism? 

74. What according to Raymond Williams are the distinctive features of Secular tragedy? 

75. What is structuralist criticism? What position does Belsey take on structuralist criticism? 

76. What are the main qualities of a good critic? Refer to at least two of the critics in your course to 

elaborate your answer. 
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77. What are the major features of Aristotle’s concepts in Poetics? 

78. “Through pity and fear tragedy affects the purgation of these emotions”. What is your opinion? 

Discuss in detail. 

79. “Philosophy scorns of pleasure and all emotional appeals; History is matter of feet. But poetry 
attracts and holds the attention of all by its manifold delights”. Comment. 

80. What is Eliot’s idea of poetic mind? Elaborate your answer in the light of his essay “The Tradition 
and the Individual Talent”. 

81. “The tragic action, in its deepest sense, is not the affirmation of disorder, but its experience, its 
comprehension and its resolution”. Discuss in the light of Raymond Williams’ Modern Tragedy. 

82. Discuss at length the criterion for a tragic hero laid down by Aristotle in Poetics. 

83. What is meant by the term New Criticism? Does Belsey oppose it or support it? Discuss. 

84. Why in Raymond William’s view Greek tragedy is unique and cannot be reproduced in modern 
times? Discuss with reference to Modern Tragedy. 

85. “It is not the greatness, the intensity of emotions, the components, but the intensity of the artistic 
process, the pressure, so to speak, under which the fusion takes place, that counts.” Explain this 

statement in the light of Eliot’s essay “Tradition and the Individual Talent”. 

86. Evaluate Belsey’s work Critical Practice as a critic. 

87. What are the seven characteristics Aristotle uses to define tragedy in Poetics? 

88. Discuss the narrative style and structure of Sidney’s An Apology for Poetry. 

89. Which critical schools according to Belsey have been successful in challenging the expressive 
realist position? 

90. For T.S. Eliot’s what is the value and significance of tradition: Why is it useful? 

91. Critically analyze some of the major arguments presented in William’s Modern Tragedy. 

92. Discuss in detail some of the benefits and drawbacks of Literary Criticism. Give support with the 
help of examples. 
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Paper-V - Short Stories (Optional) 
 

1. The modern writers focus on the oddities of human behavior. Elaborate by giving examples from 

short stories in your syllabus. 

2. Which features of South Africa are reflected in N. Gordimer’s Once upon a time? Elaborate. 

3. Keeping Amy Tan’s ‘The voice from the wall’ in mind say how it finds its place in modern fiction? 

4. Give a critical analysis of the main characters of the Judgment by Kafka. 

5. Comment on the element of retrospective autobiography in Sara Suleri’s ‘The property of a 

women’. 

6. Give an elaborate account of ‘A sun rise on the Veld’ by Doris Lessing. 

7. Write a short essay on the essential elements of the short story. How does it differ from the novel? 

8. The short story writer usually emphasizes some anecdote that excites and surprises the reader. 
Discuss, keeping in mind some short stories you have read in your course. 

9. Write a critical analysis of “A Clean Well Lighted Place” by E. Hemingway. 

10. Discuss, ‘The Man who lived in a Shell’ by Chekov and ‘The Voice’ by V.S. Pritchett. 

11. Joyce’s, The Dead’ defies the conventional form of the short story regarding its characterization 

and stylistic technique. 

12. Trace the ambivalent relationship between father and son in F. Kafka’s The Judgment. 

13. Give an account in detail of any two short stories included in your course in the context of theme 
and point of view of the narrator. 

14. Give a comprehensive account of the characteristics features of South Africa reflected in Nadine 

Gordimer’s ‘Once upon a time’. 

15. We are living in a period of an enormous variety of tensions, individual, collective and cultural 
and many are being released in the new genre, the short, story. Define the short story in the light 

of the comment. 

16. It is the short stories that, the new writers like Sara Suleri and Hanif Qureshi will give us the true 

particular essence of the art of Fiction. Elaborate the statement. 

17. Give a critical commentary on Hemingway’s, ‘A clean well lighted place’. 

18. In D.H. Lawrence’s work men and women of our times have found their restlessness most 

accurately mirrored. Comment. 

19. The success of H.E. Bate’s short stories is due on the whole to concord between the setting and 

the mood he tries to evoke, and the more the sentiments are revealed the more true they ring. 
Apply this comment to his story, ‘The woman who had imagination’. 

20. Compare and contrast ‘The Voice’ by Pitchett and “The Voice from the Well” by Amy Tan. 

21. Bring out the characteristic features of South Africa reflected in the short stories by Nadine 
Gordimer. 

22. Write a detailed account of the essential elements that contribute to make a short story. Also say 
how it is different from the Novel? 

23. What are the characteristics elements of a short story that contribute to its distinctive quality? 

24. Discuss the insights that Amy Tan offers into the ‘alienation experienced by those who are 
displaced from their own surroundings in – The Voice from the Wall. 

25. What are the elements that make ‘A Clean well Lighted Place’—by Hemingway a classic story? 

26. Write a detailed note on the H.E Bates: 

The Woman who had Imagination 

27. What features make short story a preferential choice for the readers? Give an elaborate answer 
refering to text included in your syllabus. 

28. What is the main focus of ‘Achebe’ in his short story “Civil Peace”. 

29. Critically evaluate the characterization in D.H. Lawrence’s “The Man Who loved Islands”. 

30. Give a detailed analysis of the artistic features of Alice Walker’s:-- “The Strong Horse Tea”. 
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31. Compare V.S. Naipul’s story ‘The Night Watchman’s occurrence Book” with A. Chekov’s ‘The 
Man Who lived in a Shell’. 

32. What is Doris Lessing trying to bring to her readers in her short story: ‘African Short Story’? 

33. Considering Nadine Gordimer’s “Ultimate Safari” and “Once upon a time”, which would you 
appreciate more? Support your answer by giving cogent reasons. 

34. The greatest appeal in the short story lies in its brevity and intensity. Comment, giving examples 
from the short stories you have read. 

35. Do you find elements of retrospective autobiography in Sara Suleri’s “The Property of a 
Woman”? 

36. Bring out the thematic and stylistic features of Poe’s “The Man of the Crowd”. 

37. Keeping a close view of the text, discuss the main theme in Hemingway’s, “A clean Well Lighted 
Place”. 

38. What makes, ‘The Dead’ by Joyce a remarkable example of the modern short story? 

39. Does the ‘Point of View’ play an important role in the total effect of a short story? 

40. Discuss with reference to, “The Woman who had Imagination” by Bates. 

41. In ‘A Man of the Crowd’ by E.A. Poe the writer enhances the dramatic interest of the narrative 
by making the narrator a part of the story. Discuss. 

42. Most modern stories dramatize the fragmentation and conflict of our lives. Elaborate with 

reference to two short stories included in your syllabus. 

43. Anton Chekov analyses human motivation and behavior in his short stories. Discuss with close 
reference to the story – The Man who Lived in A Shell. 

44. Write a detailed critical comment on the story Everything That Rises must converge by Flannery 
O’ Connor. 

45. Elaborate on how Edgar Allen Poe employs all the features of the short story in The Man of The 
Crowd. 

46. Justify the title of the story The Dead by James Joyce. 

47. Critically examine the thematic concern in Amy Tan’s short story-The Voice from the Wall. 

48. Discuss how the story My son The Fanatic by Hanif Kureshi focuses on the dilemma of living in 

a cross-cultural society. 

49. The short story very often is structured around a single incident. Discuss two stories in the light 
of this comment. 

50. With close reference to the story – A Civil Peace by Chinua Achebe, discuss the theme of conflict 
and violence. 

51. Critically examine the theme of identity in a globalized world as portrayed in the story – My Son 
The Fanatic by Hanif Kureshi. 

52. Discuss Nadine Gordimer’s story – Once Upon A Time as a modern day fairy tale. 

53. Critically examine the narrative technique in the story – The Mummy Awakens by N. Mahfouz. 

54. Discuss how the setting contributes to the total effect of the story – A Sunrise On The Veld by 
Doris Lessing. 

55. Justify the title of the story A Day by William Trevor. 

56. Discuss the importance of point of view in the narrative technique of at least two short stories 

from the syllabus. 

57. Discuss how Braithwaite in the short story Dream Haiti uses language to voice some of his 
thematic concerns. 

58. Discuss Nadine Gordimer’s Once Upon a Time as a modern fairy tale. 

59. Discuss the symbolic significance of the title of the story Civil Peace by Achebe. 

60. Explore the theme of identity as it is portrayed in Hanif Kureshi’s story My Son the Fanatic. 

61. Write a detailed critical commentary on the story A Day by W. Trevor. 

62. Discuss the importance of the setting in Strong Horse Tea by Alice Walker. 

63. The short story as a genre is an effective medium to dramatize the issues of violence and conflict 
in the contemporary world. Discuss with reference to two stories included in your syllabus. 
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64. Discuss how and why Naipul uses the diary and reporting technique in his short story The Night 
Watchman’s Occurrence Book. 

65. Discuss how Lessing in the short story A Sunrise on the Veld uses language to voice some of her 
thematic concerns. 

66. Write a detailed critical comment on The Voice by V.S. Pritchett. 

67. To what purpose does Mahfooz use language and setting in the story The Mummy Awakens. 

68. Write a detailed critical note on the narrative techniques in the story ‘A Clean Well Lighted 
Place’. 

69. Discuss the symbolic significance of the title of the story The Man Who Lived in a Shell by Anton 
Chekhov. 

70. How effectively has human relationship been explored in any two short stories from the syllabus 
you have read. 

71. Trace evidence of Naipul’s craftsmanship as a short story writer in the story The Night 

Watchman’s Occurrence Book. 

72. Kafka famously wrote “The Judgment” in one night in a burst of inspiration, making only mirror 

revisions for the published version. Comment 

73. What is the theme of Once upon a Time by Nadine Gordiner? 

74. Discuss Mahfooz’s short story The Mummy Awakes as apolitical satire. 

75. Discuss to what extent Hanif Kureshi is able to surprise readers with no immediate closures and 
no reassurance of any possible resolution’ in his short story My Son the Fanatic. 

76. The short story today has become ‘the most necessary and natural expression of the age’. Discuss 
with reference to two stories from the syllabus you have read. 

77. What is the symbolic significance of the title of the story The Property of Woman by Sara Suleri. 

78. In Kafka short story The Judgment Georg accepts and carries out his father’s final wish despite 
his attempts at self-assertion and independence from his father. Can we apply such ideas as wish 
fulfilment, semantic opposition, or even the Oedipal revolt to shed some light on his actions?’ 

79. What are the main themes in the short story “Once Upon A Time” by Nadine Gordimer. 

80. The images are aligned in such a way that the best way to interpret the story is by symbolic 

association. “Discuss the statement by referring closely to Ben Okri’s short story What the Tapster 
Saw. 

81. Analyze Hanif Kureshi’s short story My Son the Fanatic as a story of two competing and 

irreconcilable ideals. 

82. What is the significance of this statement: ‘Are Egyptians really starving in their own country? A 

curse upon you, slave! ‘in the story The Mummy Awakes by Mahfouz. 

83. How the short story today become “The most necessary and natural expression of the age”? 
Discuss with close reference to the story Everything that Rises Must Converge by Flannery 

O’Connor. 

84. Discuss Nadine Gordimer’s short story Ultimate Safari as a political satire. 

85. Analyze how Hanif Kureshi’s My Son the Fanatic represents conflicting nations of modern 
British identity. 

86. ‘In Okris’ story, anything is possible. To what extent is this valid with reference to ‘What the 

Tapster Saw’? 

87. Write a detailed comment on the setting and its significance in African Short Story by Doris 

Lessing. 

88. Discuss the characterization in the story The Dead by James Joyce. 

89. “Being inside the mind of a character is a thrilling reading experience”. Discuss the effects of first 

person narrative in any one of the short stories that you have read in your selection. 

90. Discuss the stylistic technique of Amy Tan in the short story The Voice From The Wall. 

91. Write a detailed critical note on A Clean Well-Lighted Place by Ernest Hemingway. 

92. Discuss the characterization in the short story The Man Who Lived in a Shell by Anton Chekov. 

93. Discuss the main thematic concerns in Alice Walker’s short story Strong Horse Tea. 

94. Write a critical note on Naguib Mahfouz’s short story – The Mummy Awakens. 
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95. How have human relationship been dramatized in The Voice by V.S. Pritchett. 

96. Which salient features of a short story do differentiate it from a novel? 

97. How does Alice Walker satirise racial and colour discrimination in her story “Strong Horse Tea”? 

98. ‘The Man who Loved Islands’ by D.H. Lawrence ridicules idealism through the experiences of a 
man who fails due to the intrusion of his own human imperfection. Discuss it. 

99. What is the significance of the framed narrative technique used in the context of the story ‘Once 
upon a time’ by Nadine Gordimer? 

100. Do you think that the title of the story “The Dead” by James Joyce is justifiable? 

101. Why does Jonathan, the central character of Achebe’s short story “Civil Peace” count 
himself ‘extraordinary lucky’ after facing a painful experience of war? 

102. Discuss the symbolic significance of the city of Lahore in the story “The Property of 
Woman” by Sara Suleri. 

103. Give a detailed account of the art of modern short story writing. 

104. Trace the ambivalent relationship between father and son in Franz Kafka’s “The 
Judgment”. 

105. V.S. Pritchett has a firm grip on the oddities of human behaviour. Discuss with reference 
to some of his stories included in your course. 

106. How does the setting of the story ‘Civil Peace’ by Achebe influence the characters’ way of 

living? 

107. Evaluate critically the significant features of South Africa as reflected in Nadine 
Gordimer’s “Once Upon a Time”. 

108. Do you find the element of retrospective autobiography in Sara Suleri’s ‘The Property of 
Woman’? Substantiate it with examples. 

109. Discuss the narrative technique of Edgar Allan Poe in the context of his story “The Man 
of the Crowd”. 

110. Write a short essay on the salient features of the short story. Also explain how it is different 

from the novel? 

111. In your mind, who is the most forceful character in N. Gordimer’s “Once upon a Time”? 

Elaborate. 

112. Give a critical account of Hemingway’s narrative technique in his short story “A Clean 
Well Lighted Place”. 

113. Bring out the thematic and stylistic features of Poe’s “The Man of the Crowd”. 

114. Discuss the symbolic significance of the title of the story “Civil Peace” by Achebe. 

115. Write a detailed note on the characterization in the story “The Dead” by James Joyce. 

116. What is the importance of setting in “Strong Horse Tea” by Alice Walker? 

117. Do you think that the genre of short stories has considerably replaced the one of novel? If 

so, what are the logical reasons in your opinion? 

118. How does Anton Chekov analyze human behaviour and motivation in his story “The Man 
Who Lived in a Shell”? 

119. Give a comparative study of “The Voice” by Pritchett and “The Voice from the Wall” by 
Amy Tan. 

120. Discuss how the setting contributes to the total development and impact of the story “A 
Sunrise on the Veld” by Doris Lessing. 

121. In D.H. Lawrence’s works, men and women of our times have found their own 

restlessness most accurately mirrored. Comment in detail. 

122. Critically evaluate the concept of ‘Nada’ in Hemingway’s “A Clean Well Lighted Place”. 

123. The colonial culture of downtrodden Indians is well reflected in the language and style of 
V.S. Naipul’s work “Night Watchman’s Occurrence”. Elaborate it. 

124. In ‘The Man of the Crowd’ by Edgar Allan Poe, the writer enhances the dramatic interest 

of the narrative by making the narrator a part of the story. Discuss. 

125. ‘The Diviner’ is a story aspiring higher aims in parapsychology, therefore it gives us a 

greater scope for human capabilities. Elaborate. 
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126. Hemingway’s style and language, both are unique and deep in philosophy and human 
understanding. Give references and illustrations from ‘A Clean Well Lighted Place’. 

127. ‘Strong Horse Tea’ exposes the so called hollow slogans of equality and social justice in a 
developed society. Comment on the sentimentalism and pathos in the story. 

128. ‘Civil Peace’ draws our attention towards the deadly aftermaths and shocks of the post 

war time. Do you agree? 

129. ‘The Man who Lived in a Shell’ by Chekov is not only the story of an introvert, but it also 

hints at the socio political lives of the Russians in the late 19th century. Discuss with reference to 
its historical perspective. 

130. Human potential and creative imagination are an infinite sea of exploration. Man never 

gets tired of creating and re-creating his own realms where he is ‘I, me and myself’ alone. 
Elaborate with reference to ‘The Man who Loved Islands’? 

 

*********************** 

 

NOTE: All the students are suggested to read works of each writer. 

Summary/critical appreciation or analysis is highly recommended to study and 

understand. The better you understand summary/story/critical analysis, the 

more you will be able to answer a question. Then learn as many questions/answers 

as you can. Make main points of each answer/topic, learn them, and elaborate in 

exams skillfully using your knowledge of the studied topic/writer. The 

understanding of a question is more critical than the answer. Be ready for 

continuous writing for three hours and write daily, especially, one month before 

the exam. Manage/divide your time for each answer without missing required 

questions. May you all have a very good time and studies! 
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